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Short Notes

Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga phaenicea on Mt Oku, Cameroon

On 25 March 1991 1 saw a male Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga
phoenicea at 2,600 m on Mt Oku, north-west Cameroon. Il was feeding alone in
creepers at lower levels within thick montane forest, and allowed close and detailed
observation. To my knowledge this species has not been recorded before on Mt Oku,
being a lowland species of forest edge and secondary growth.

The plumage of this individual was also unusual. The red “shoulders™ appeared
particularly extensive, not merely being confined to the lesser and median coverts but
extending onto the scapulars and greater coverts. The red area was margined narrowly
with yellow. The extent of the red on phoenicea is known to be variable but is usually
less than on this bird. It is possible that the yellow border observed was the yellow inner
webs of the coverts showing through due to moult.

The occurrence of this species at high altitude and in such habitat is puzzling,
although the forest on Mt Oku is dry and badly degraded. The forest-dwelling Petit's
Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga petiti has been recorded on Mt Oku (Stuart 1986). The
possible co-existence of these species here may provide an opportunity lo see if they
interbreed, as some authorities consider them the same species.

The bird may represent an undescribed montane race of C. phoenicea, However I
feel that such a distinctive species would have been recorded before on Mt Oku had it
been resident there, as this is one of the few places in Cameroon relatively well covered
by ornithologists. The bird may rather have been a vagrant to this altitude and one
displaying possibly aberrant plumage. It may have been a migrant, as C. phoenicea is
known to migrate in Nigerta, appearing in the north between early May and early
November and moving south for November-April (Elgood 1982). The date of my
sighting would more or less tie in with this timetable,
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