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vocalizations were given. Thus, this copulatory event displayed none of the overt
aggression and violence witnessed by Crook. Certainly more observations are needed (o
clarify copulatory behaviour in Buffalo Weavers; perhaps Crook's observation was of
forced copulation whereas in the instance described here the female solicited the copulation.

Another interesting question raised by Crook (19358) concerns the low frequency of
observations of copulation in Buffalo Weavers. Perhaps a singie copulation is all that is
necessary fo fertilize a clutch, as in the Skylark Alawda arvensis (Birkhead er al, 1987).
Birkhead e al. (1987) suggest that very infrequent copulations occur in species where
paternity is assured, principally by mate guarding, Male Buffalc Weavers chase males
away from their nests and, perhaps more importantly, so do females (Crook 1958;
Beaver in prep.). Perhaps the low frequency of copulaticn is a result of this behaviour
which may assure paternity.

My thanks to the Department of Zoology, Michigan State University, for financial
suppart and the Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles for logistical support.
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British Storm-Petrels Hydrobates pelagicus off Cote d'Ivoire

Mead & Clark (1991) give details of a British Storm-Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus
ringed in the Shetland Isles and recovered at Grand Bassamn, Cdte d'Ivoire on 16 Nov
1990, This appears to be the second record for Cate d'Ivoire; Sharland (1955) reported
one at Abidjan in October 1953 but this record was omitted by Thiollay (1985),
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius in northern Camercon

On 3 May 1991 I observed a Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarins swimming in an
inundated rice field near Lagdo, south-east of Garoua, northern Cameroon (9°3'N,
13°44°E). Based on plumage characteristics mentioned by Hayman ef al. (1986), the
bird was identified as a juvenile moulting into adult plumage.

This record, 750 km from the nearest sea, is the fourth for Cameroon. Previous
records were single birds seen at Bityé in March 1930 (Bates in Bannerman 1930-51)
and at Yaoundé in November 1987 and May 1988 {Fotso 1990). Inland records of Grey
Phalaropes in Africa are unusual (Urban et al. 1986).

I thank Peter L. Meininger for stimulating me to publish this record.
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