Africain

" West African Ornithological Society
‘ _ Société d’Ornithologie de I’Ouest -
' Y {

Join the WAOS and support
the future availability of free
pdfs on this website.

http://malimbus.free.fr/member.htm

Devenez membre de la
SOOA et soutenez la
disponibilité future des pdfs
gratuits sur ce site.

http://malimbus.free.fr/adhesion.htm

February / février 2010



1993 69

Notices

Minutes of the General Meeting of the West African Ornithological Society held at
14.00 on 16 May 1992 at the Marlborough Hotel, Felixstowe, England.

Present: G.J. Morel President
I.H. Elgood Vice-President
R.E. Sharland Treasurer
AM. Moore Secretary to Council
M. Germain Council Member

and 20 members of the Society.

The President opened the meeting. Speaking first in English and then in French, he
reminded members that the first general meeting had been held in Normandy in 1590.
He was glad to welcome even more members to this meeting. He thanked Roger
Beecroft who had kindly made most of the arrangements for the weekend, not only for
the accommaodation and business meeting, but also for visits to local places of interest.
He reminded members that W.A.O.S. has no constitution, no domicile, no library but
only its journal, Malimbus.

1. Minutes of the meeting held at La Haye-du-Puits, Normandy, en 19 May
1990. These had been published in Malimbus 12: 98-99 and were agread as correct and
signed,

2. Financinl report, The Treasurer presented his financial statement. He was
pleased to report that the membership has increased to 268 Ordinary Members and 59
Corporate Members, The increase in membership and the increase in the subscription in
1990, combined with lower praduction casts of Mafimbus, had resulted in an increase in
assets of the Society. He estimated that the Society would be £4000 in credit at the close
of the year, after the costs of producing the journal in 1992 {about £1000) had been
paid. ’

3. Malimbus. The Secretary read a leiter from the Editor in which e said that the
next issue of Malimbus was in preparation but unlikely to be ready for his May deadline
as contributions were coming in slowly, The President thanked the Treasurer and
Geoffrey Field for taking over arrangements for final printing and despatch of
Malimbus; the new arrangements had worked well,

It was asked whether Council had considered giving Malimbus more appeal to a
wider readership, perbaps with the addition of colour photographs, and moving away
from scientific papers. In the discussion that followed, some members felt that the cost
of including coloured photographs might be disproportionately high and that, as
Malimbus is a scientific journal and the Society a scientific body, it should not concen
itself with trying to produce a glossy magazine, with less scientific content, for popular
appeal. Other suggestions for increasing the readership and contributions to Malimbus
were that it might be given a wider scope by including articles on identification of
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*difficult” species and perhaps with the inclusion of a colour plate from time to time. It
was felt that the views of the meeting should be discussed wilh the Editor when he is
next in Britain.

d. Reprints and back-numbers, The Treasurer reporled that sales of back-numbers
had been going well. He offered sets of back-numbers (o pew members and they had
also been offered for sale at the Birdwatching Fair (sec below). Sales of these had
brought in £468 in 1991. Issues out of print had been reprinted.

5, British Birdwatching Fair at Rutland Water 1992, The Secretary reported that
the fees for a stall at the Fair had increased this year but the Society bad obtained a
bursary for 60% of the costs from the Bird and Wildlife Bookshop.

6. Preparation of the second edition of The Birds of Nigeria. Mr Elgood read a
short paper he had prepared on the subjecl, He proposed that a small sub-committee be
appointed to consider it He suggested that he and Anne Nason, Rebert Sharland and Jo
Heigham should form this sub-committee. He suggested that a team of four might
underiake the textual revision, dividing the list between them. Updating should include
\he 11 additional species, new breeding records, range extensions, major pepulation
fluctuations and environmental changes. The team would be headed by himself, He felt
that the new edition would be enhanced by the addition of some high calibre
photographs which lan Nasen had offered. He also hoped it would include Martin
Woodcock's painting of Malimbus ibadanensis as a frontispiece. He also said he had
just received an offer of help from Mr Tasso Leventis, The proposal was unanimously
agreed.

7. Future projects to be undertaken by the Society. The Treasurer said he felt
that Members might like to consider using some of the Society's accumulated funds to
suppori other projects. He felt that £1000 could be considered over and above what was
needed in reserve and to produce two issues of the journal in 1992, He had looked into
what other societies were able lo do, such as the Ornithological Saciety of the Middle
East. During the discussion thal followed, members suggested the promotion of
additional publications, grants (o students (particularly from African countries),
supporling students’ expeditions (with the proviso that they should contribute to
Malimbus) and using funds to improve Malimbus. Mr Elgood said that it was important
that any scheme to fund other projects should be organized correctly and the proper
machinery set up.

The President put to the meeting the proposal that funds might be used for other
purposes and that within the next year this should be considered by Council, setting a
financial limit and with careful screening of proposals. Bighteen members voted in
favour of the proposal and two against; the proposal was carried.

1t was agreed that separate sheets could be inserted in the next issue of Malimbus
seeking the views of ail Members about the use of the Society’s funds. The Council
would then meet and act according to Members' wishes.

8, Next meeting. After some discussion, Peter Alexander-Marrack agreed to
enquire whether it would be possible to arrange the next bi-annual meeting of W.A.Q.8.
in the Netherlands in May 1994, The Council would make the final decision,
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The Secretary reiterated that as the Society had no domicile, a widespread membership
and no constitution it was very important that Members made their views known to
Council. All suggestions would be welcomed, for without such contact it was difficult
to know whether the society was being run in the way the Members wished.

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 15.15. Below the French
version of these minutes is an abstract of one of the talks given in the scientific
programme,

A.M. Moore
Procés-verbal de PAssemblée Générale de la Société d’Ornithologie de ’Ouest

Africaln tenue & 14.00 le 16 mai 1992 & ’hétel Marlborough, Felixstowe,
Angleterre.

Présents: G.J. Morel Président
J.H. Elgood Vice-Président
R.E. Sharland Trésorier
AM. Moore Secrétaire du Conseil
M. Germain Membre du Conseil

et 20 membres de la Sociélé.

Le Président ouvre la séance et s'exprime d'abord en anglais, puis en frangais; il
rappelle aux participants que la premitre assemblée générale s’ était tenue en Normandie
en 1990 et qu'il est heureux d'accueillir encore plus de participants i cette réunion. 11
remercie Roger Beecroft d*avoir bien voulu se charger de la plus grande partie de
I'organisation de ce week-end, non seulement pour I'hébergement et les séances de
travail mais aussi pour les sorlies sur des sites intéressants de la région. Il rappelle aux
membres que la Société d'Omithologie de 1'Quest Africain n'a ni statuts, ni domicile
légal, ni bibliothéque mais seulement sa revue Malimbus.

1. Procés-verbal de la réunion tenue & la Haye-du-Puits, Normandie, le 19 mai
1890. I1s ont été publiés dans Malimbus 12: 98-99. Iis sont approuvés et signés.

2, Compte rendu financier. Le Trésorier présente son rapport financier. Il note
avec satisfaction que le nombre d'adhérents a augmenté: 268 Membres Ordinaires et 59
Institutions. Le plus grand nombre d'adhérents, le relévement de la cotisation en 1990 et
le moindre cofit de la production de Malimbus ont contribué a augmenter les fonds de Ja
Société. 11 estime que I'actif de la Sociélé serait de £4000 A Ia fin de I'annde, aprés
déduction des frais de production de la revue en 1992, soit d’environ £1000.

3. Malimbus. La Secrétaire lit une lettre du Rédacteur qui annonce que le prochain
numéro de Malimbus est en préparation mais qu'il ne sera certainement pas prét 2 la
date prévue de mai parce que les manuscrits arrivent trop lentement, Le Président
remercie le Trésorier et Geoffrey Field de s’&tre chargés de I'impression et de
I’expédition de Malimbus; cette nouvelle organisation a bien fonctionné.

Quelqu'un demande si le Conseil avait envisagé dattiver 3 Malimbus plus de
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lecteurs, peut-2tre en publiant des photographies en couleurs ef en abandonnant les
articles scientifiques. Dans 1a discussion qui s’ensuit, certains estiment que le colit de ia
pheto couleurs pourrait étre exagérémenl élevé, que Malimbus est une revue
scientifique ¢t que la Sociélé, en lant qu'organisme scientifique, ne doit pas chercher &
éditer une revue illustrée, moins scienlifique, afin de toucher un plus large public. 11 est
aussi suggéré, pour accroitre le nombre de lecteurs et de publications, d'élargir le
domaine de Malinbus en publiant des articles sur I'identification d’espéces difficiles et
peut-&tre en ajoutant de temps A autre une planche en couleurs, On estime que les vues
de |'assemblée devraient &tre discutées avec le Rédacteur lors de son prochain passage
en Grande-Bretagne.

4. Réimpressions et numéros anciens. Le Trésorier constate que la vente de
numéros anciens a été bonne. 1l a proposé des séries de numéros anciens aux nouveaux
abonnés et en a aussi mis en vente au Birdwatching Fair (voir ci-dessous). Ces ventes
ont rapporté £468 en 1991. Les numéros épuisés onl €té réimprimés.

5. British Birdwatching Fair & Rutland Water en 1992. La Secrétaire remarque
que les droils pour un emplacement & la foire avaient augments celte année mais que le
Société avaient obteny de Bird and Wildlife Bookshop une subvention couvrant 60%
des frais.

6, Préparation de la deuxiéme édition de The Birds of Nigeria. M. Elgood lit la
note qu’il a préparée & ce sujet. Il propose que le projet soit appuyé par 1'assemblée et
qu'un sous-comité réduit soit nommé pour examiner le projet. Il suggére que lui-méme,
Anne Nason, Robert Sharland et Jo Heigham constituent ce sous-comité. I1 suggdre
qu'une équipe de quatre personnes entreprennc la révision du texte en se partageant la
tiche. La mise 4 jour comprendrait I’ajout de 11 espéces, de nouvelles dates de
reproduction, 1'extension de la distribution, les fluctuations importantes du peuplement
et les modifications de 1'habitat. Lui-m&me assurerait la direction. Selon M. Elgood, la
nouvelle édition gagnerait d présenter les quelques excellentes phiotos proposées par Ian
Nason. 11 espére aussi pouvoir utiliser la peinture de Malimbus ibadanensis de Martin
Woodcock en frontispice. Il ajoute que M. Tasso Leventis venait de lui proposer son
aide. L.a proposition est acceptée  I'unanimité.

7. Futurs projets pour la Société, Le Trésorier souhaite que 1'assemblée veuille
bien examiner comment utiliser une partic de la réserve financitre de la Société pour
aider d'autres projets. Selon lui, en mettant de c5té une réserve suffisante et de quoi
produire les deux numéros de la revue en 1992, on disposerait encore de £1000. Il a
cherché ce que d'autres sociétés peuvent faire, par exemple I'Ornithological Society of
the Middle East. Au cours de la discussion qui suit, certains suggérent d’encourager
d’autres publications, d'accorder des bourses & des étudiants, surlout de pays africains,
d'aider des expéditions d'étudiants (sous réserve de publication dans Malimbus) et
d'utiliser ces fonds & améliorer Matimbus. M. Elgood dit qu'il est important que tout
plan de financement d*autres projets soit établi correctement et que le meilleur montage
soit mis en place.

Le Président fait a I'assemblée la proposilion que les fonds puissent &tre utilisés &
d'autres fins et que, d’ici un an, la question soit examinée par-le Conseil qui fixera un
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plafond et fera un tri sérieux. Dix-huit membres votent pour la proposition et deux
contre; elle est adoptée.

Il est convenu d'insérer dans la prochaine livraison de Malimbus des feuilles
volantes pour demander aux abennés leur opinion sur I'usage des fonds de la Société,
Le Conseil se réunira ensuite et agira selon les voeux des membres.

8. Prochalne assemblée. Aprés quelque discussion, Peter Alexander-Marrack
accepte de voir s’il serait possible d’organiser la prochaine réunion bisannuelle de la
Société d’Omithologie de 1'"Ouest Africaine aux Pays-Bas en mai 1994, Le Conseil
prendra la décision définitive.

La Secrétaire rappelle que, comme la Société n'a ni sidge ni constitution et que ses
membres sont dispersés, il est trés important que ces derniers fassent connaitre au
Conseil leurs sentiments. Ils seront bien accueillis car, faute de cela, il est difficile de
savoir si la Sociélé est gérée comme ses membres le désirent.

L'ordre du jour étant épuisé, la séance est levée a 15.15. Une résumé suit ci-dessous
d’un des exposés qui étaient présentés au programme scientifique,

A.M. Moore

Biology of some Palaearctic migrant warblers in northern Nigeria. During 1981-82,
R. Wilkinson and [ studied the seascnal occurrence, weight changes and moult of a
number of Palaearctic warblers, using mist-nets in the reedbeds of the Jekara dam near
Kano and in old farmland and gardens at or near Bayero Univeresity.

Six Acrecephaius species inhabited the reedbeds, three of them Palaearclic migrants
and the other three Afrotropical species. Individuals of the Palaearclic species
comprised about 85% of the total Acrocephalus captures in the period Oclober to May.
Sedge Warblers A. schoenobaenus were the most abundant species throughout this time,
wilh increased numbers during the northern autumn and spring. Reed Warblers A.
scirpaceus occurred predominantly in the northern spring only. A few Great Reed
Warblers A. arundinaceus were caught in both passage seasons. The African Reed
Warbler A. baeticatus, Rufous Cane Warbler A. rufescens and Lesser Chad Cane
Warbler A. gracilirostris seemed to be resident throughout the year. All six species
probably have a common breeding period and moult mainly during the northern
attumn,

Both Sedpe and Reed Warblers grew fat during March to May at rates of about 0.3
8 per day, increasing from winter levels of around 10 g to a maximum of 18-20 g, Great
Reed Warbler weights were also considerably higher in spring than in autuma,

In the Sedge Warbler, the main period of active primary moult was from October to
December but some birds suspended primary moult in the cooler period between
December and February and resumed in March or April. A number of Subalpine
Warblers Sylvia cantillans were in primary moult in January and February; this seems
to be the first time that this species has been recorded moulting in Africa. Melodious





