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The status of Black Stork Ciconia nigra in West Africa

Salewski et al. (2000) have suggested that the Black Stork Ciconia nigra may be a
rare Palaearctic migrant to Ivory Coast and Senegal, rather than a vagrant as stated by
Dowsett & Forbes-Watson (1993). in fact Dowsett & Forbes-Watson list Black Stork
as a regular Palaearctic migrant to Senegal, though vagrant to Ivory Coast and other
W African countries. Dowsett & Forbes-Watson (1993) used the term vagrant for “a
species with no more than five records (as far as can be determined)”. Their listings of
Black Storks from Ivory Coast, Togo and Benin are based on data in Walsh (1991).
However, that paper lists 32 sightings, involving 82 birds at 25 sites, including eight
sight records from Benin, 11 records from Ghana and five from Togo. Therefore, even
on their own criterion Dowsett & Forbes-Watson (1993) should not have classed
Black Stork as vagrant in Ghana, Togo and Benin.

Walsh (1991) stated that Black Storks had been reported from five W African
countries since 1965. These records, which include birds seen in two northern winters
at three sites (in Ghana, Togo and on the Benin-Burkina F aso border), together with
the records in Salewski et al. (2000), indicate that the W African savanna zone is
inside the normal migratory range of the western populations of the Black Stork, as is
clearly shown on the maps in Brown ef al. (1962) and Hancock et al. (1992).
However, despite recent increases in breeding populations in Europe (Snow & Perrins
1998) and regular migration through Corsica since the 1980s (Thibault & Bonaccorsi
1999) the Black Stork, inevitably, remains a rare visitor to W Africa.
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First breeding record of Little Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos elachus in
Nigeria

On 11 Jan 2002, in relatively dense Acacia woodland 2 km east of Alagarno village
(13°09'N, 13°33’E), Borno State, Nigeria, I noticed a male Little Grey Woodpecker
Dendropicos elachus repeatedly chasing a pair of Bush Petronia Petronia dentata
from a 6-m Acacia tortillis. The behaviour strongly suggested nesting and I located a
5 cm diameter entrance hole at 1.5 m height, on the underside of a 10 cm diameter
dead branch. It was impossible to look into the cavity but, on moving a short distance
from the tree, the woodpecker reappeared with a small food item in its bill. On
calling, a female left the cavity and flew off. The male entered the cavity briefly,
reappeared without the food and flew off. There are no previous records of this
species breeding in the country (Elgood er al. 1994) and few nests have been
described throughout the species’ range (Fry et al. 1988).

Little Grey Woodpecker is an uncommon resident of the Sahel zone from
Senegambia east to Sudan (Fry et al. 1988). In Nigeria it is restricted to the extreme
NE, near Lake Chad. The habitat of this nest is typical of the species in Nigeria,
though it also occurs in more open Acacia and mixed Acacia-Balanites woodland in
the Alagarno area (pers. obs.).
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