Africain

" West African Ornithological Society
‘ _ Société d’Ornithologie de I’Ouest -
' Y {

Join the WAOS and support
the future availability of free
pdfs on this website.

http://malimbus.free.fr/member.htm

Devenez membre de la
SOOA et soutenez la
disponibilité future des pdfs
gratuits sur ce site.

http://malimbus.free.fr/adhesion.htm

February / février 2010



1983 61

A NEF! SUPSPRCIES OF THE RUPCUS SWAMP WARRLER
ACROCEPHALUS RUFESCENS TRCH SFNLGAL

by P. R. Colsten and G. J. Morel

Received 21 Jaruary 1985

At Lake Cniers near Pichard-Toll, Senedal, Acrocephalus rufescens occurs in
the same kind of Typha beds as the African Peed Warbler A. basticatus,
which has recently been found to be racially distinct (Colston & Morel 1984).
In the past, efforts to describe this most northwestern pooulation of
rufescens nave suffered from a lack of comparative material (Morel & Roux
1962). In order to establish the identity of these birds GIM was able to
collect single adult females in April and December 1983 and five adult
males in April 1984. The specimens were subsequently forwarded to the
British Museum (Natural History) (RMNH) for appraisal. PRC, who examined
the series, confirmed that the birds were greyer—-brcwn, less rufous above
than nominate rufescens and whiter below than any of the foreooing races in
hfrica, rufescens, chadensis, niloticus, foxi or ansorgei and Yepresent a
distinct form, for which we provide the name

Acrorephalus rufescens senegalensis subsp. nov.

liclotype Bdult female (in fresh plumage): Lake Cuiers, near Richard-Toll,
Seneal , 16925'N, 15942', 10 December 1983, Collected by Dr G.J. Morel,
collectors number 10-2758. Lodaed in the British Museum (Natural History),
Tring, BM. No. 1984-6-1.

Pescription %hen conpared with nominate rufescens (sounthern Nigeria to
northern Angola) the upperparts are qreyer~brown, less rufous in appearance
and there is a distinct greyish cast to the head and nape, 7The ear-coverts,
sides of the head@ and neck are paler ash-brovm and the lores are vhiter,
The underparts are also very pallid looking by comparison, even whiter than
the palest race chadensis. The chin and throat are pure white, while the
breast, belly and undertail coverts are off-white, or very faintly frinaed
pale buff on the flanks. Wings and tail are slightly darker brown than
rufescens.,

Colours of soft parts at time of collecting Iris chestnut, legs and feet
grey-brown, bill light brown with a paler lower mandible,

Measurements of type Wing (flattened) 74 rm, tail 66 mm, culmen from base
of skull 23 mm, tarsus 29 mm, weight 19,5 gms at time of collecting.

Breeding and distribution As this reed warbler appeared almost inpossibie
to secure with mist-nets GIM decided to lure them cut of their recess by
using a tape recording made of the nominate form in Niceria. The reaction
to the tape was remarkably swift, althouth GIM scon discovered that the
size of the population was rather small in comparison with A, baeticatus
{which is evidently numercus at Take Gulers). Judginag from the response,
one pair was found in about every 0.5-1 ha of Typha beds. The female
collected on 26 April was in breeding condition with an enlarged ovary
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Table 1 Measurements of Acrocephalus rufescens senegalensis and A. r.

rufescens

A, r, sepegalensis A, r. rufesecens
5 males 2 females 10 males 10 females
Wing 74-75 (74.6) 73, 74 (73.5) 60=76 (73.4) €6-73 (70,1}
Tail 68-72 (70.2) -65, 66 (65,5} 64-72 (67.7) 61-69 (65.4)
Bill 21.5-23 (22.1) 21, 23 (22) 20-23 (22.4) 21-22 (21.5)
Tarsus  28-29 {28.4) 27, 29 (28) 28-30 (29.3) 27-39 (28.2)

Weight 20-21 {20.4) 18.5, 23 (21.25) - - -

Means in parenthesis.

{ovules to 3 mm) and the five males taken between 24 and 26 April had
enlarged aconads {4-5 mm), so that the species would appear to have a
breeding regime similar to that of A. baeticatus, which also breeds there
in May-June and like that species, April adults show some deqgree of wear to
their plumage. In West Africa cnly two localities for A. rufescens are
shown in Hall and Moreau's Atlas (1970): Lake Guiers, and near Dakar

(R. de Naurois, pers. comm.). The Atlas does not show any other records
west of 0° along the coast or between Chad and Seneqal, and to the best of
our knowledge there is only one other vecord, of a bird caught along the
Niger in Mimosa pigra at Bamako in Movember (Lamarche 1981).
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