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1.

EDITORT AL

Nigerian ornitholosy has suffered preatly in its development from thr.
fact that a regrettably high proportion of bird-watchers in the counrfry
are not permanent residents; and obgervations accumulated within the
space of a few short years have all too often left Nigeria unpublished.
or, if published, then perhaps in a museum journal inaccessible to the
majority of ornithologists on the spot. The need has been felt for a«
organ in which to disseminate knowledge of the birda, and larpmely to th
end the Nigerian Ornithologists' Society has recently been formed., It i
hoped that this its first Bulletin will pave the way for a long éerﬁ_ea
linking successive and contemporaneous obsérve:s in Niéeria.in the

furtherance of the country's ornithology.

Without being too pretentious, it is desirable that:thé Bulletin ado
a standard format; only to this extent-have-conﬁributidns‘td'tﬁe presaen
issue been edited. Contriﬁutors are requeatéd to adhere to the fol1ov¢ing
conventions 1 e |
1. Detes to be written e.g. 23rd September 1959 (or, in tables,
23.1x.1959). , |
2. Both English and secientific names to be used at the firgt mentdion
of a speciles.
3. Nomenclsture should follow Bannerman, DJA,y The Birds of West and
Equatorial Africa (2 Vols.,), 1953, or give reasons for departure
.from this work. Order and nomenclature of birds not in Bannerman
should follow Voous, .K.H,, Atlas of Buropean Birds, 1960, and
Chapin, J.P., The Birds of the Belgian Congo (4 pts.), 1932-19 Sk,
bk, Trinomials to be avoided except where subspecitic identity is 1¢if
doubt or where ncecessary to discussion.

5. Beientific names to be underlined , except when tabulated.

To ease the editoriael burden, it would be greatly appfeéiated if

lengthier comtributions could be submitted typed on stencils.
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*Fry, C.H., Department of Zcology, Almadu Bello Iniversity, Zaria

Hopson, T., Federal Filsheries Service, P.0.Box 227, Malduguri
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*Horwood, M.T., Provincial Forest Cffice, Jos

Kemp, R., Department of Torest Resesrch, Ibadan

MacGregor, D.E., Min. of Animal & Forest Resources, P.M.B. 2012,
Mann, Rev., il.,Christ Church, Port Hercourt JEaduna
*Robinson, D.M., lio 1 M. ¥F.U.,; P.,M.B. 20, Ilesha : ‘
Musprove, H.,Bank of West Africa, Jos .

*Sharland, R.E., P,0.Box 791, Kano

*Skilleter, M., Aundit Dept., P.M.B. 2010, Kaduna :
Skinner, ¥rof. n.J., Dept. of Phymics,; Ahwadu Bello Univ.,Zaria
*Smith, V.W. TFederal Dept. of Veterinary Lesearch, Vom-

Thomson, Dr K.B.,, btedlcal Depurtment, Kaduna

“Weteon, H.J.C., W.AL.P.R., P.M.B, 2077, Kaduna

NUTES ON S0uE WEST AFRICAN BEE-BLITRS

M.7.Horwood

Theme noten, mainly on the distribution of bee-ealters in Ghana
end Nimerin, were abstracted in rasponse to a reguert for information
from C.ii.Fry ( sce p.26 ), and were thousht to be of anfficient inter-
est for inclusion in the Bulletin.

Merops mnisster European Bee-oator

The records from West Africa glven in Bamnerman (1) are surprisinclyl
few and far between considering that thins is n common bird of paséage '
on both southward and northward mimration, I 1ist hereunder all my

rocorde for hoth Ghana and Nigeria.

Bth Daconbor 1954  Four birds {n South Ghanalan Togoland.

Ot Docenber 1950 Two separate flocks of about a dozen {n the sano area.” e :

9Nst March 1955, 30 plus circling over Ho fn Ghanalan Togoland at nid=day had gone in the evening, -

Med March 1955 Over 40 seen moving slowly noriivards, North of fo and just South of the Vano Pasa,

2%th March 1955 Sovoral soen over the residential arca of o, I

28th March 1955,  Many seen over the residential area at Yo, : o

Ist April 1958 A Flock of 40-50 over Oturkpo 1n |doma Division of Benue Province, i o

5th April 1958 ermvﬁwom~mmMi&&mamemQMagmwdH%bkdhmﬂdekwﬁm.

11th Aprl) 1959 mmqamwmﬂyﬁtMameﬁa1wmﬂmhsMnﬂmeahmmﬂym%&MNwaw
niles to the East of Minna in Mger Provinca, g o

%th Septesher 1063 A flock of over 60 eircling high avor #ial, 16 niles Host of Bukuru and on the adgo of the scarp
ﬂwy&wmshﬂymMMWﬁtwmh&WMNﬂkhMMm C SR

Betweon 1938 and 1954 I never saw one, pﬁeaumably bécauéé:during
this period I wae always mtationed in the Himh‘Forost‘arens:of 8.W,
Ghana. Since then I heve been off and on in the savannsh arees and
have fregquently seen them but only at tho timea of Sprinm aud Autumn
migrations, Further I have nevor known them to remsin anywhere; thoy

have alwnyo boen moving dn s leilsurely way, feedint an they o,

Moerops walimbicus Rosy Bec-oater

To ptate that this bee-enter la "...entirely absent from the Sonth-
orn Territorins of the Gold Coast..." durinr the rainy season is
incorrect. T hrve onc record for 2nd July 194%6 at Brimen Reservoir, 9

miles Worth of Coepe Coast and have certainly seen it there many times





