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1.
EDTTORIAL

This issue comes to you about a week later than anticipated, for
which delay my apologies. Contributions for the 4th Bullctin, to mppear

on 3lst Januery 1965, should reach me by 20th January.

It is gratifying to sce in the 'Contonts' column on the previous
page tﬁat 80 many memhers - fully one third of the total memborship -
have contributed to the present lesue. One paper wes carrivd over from
the previous number, and two more arrived in response to frantic Lastw
minute appeals for copy : it is hoped thal this will not jeopardise your
desire to put pen to paper for the forthcoming isouoe., Edltorinl thanks
to all contributors to Bullettn No. 3, especlally those who gont thoir

work already stencilled (a sure waoy bto nvoid drostic edilting!).

CIRCULATION LIST : No change from previous issue.

PALAEBARCTIC MIGRANTS A ILARO

J.A,Button

Of the 150 gpecies of birde scen by the author at Ilarc since Oct-
ober 1960, 10 are Palacarctic migrants. The apnarent pearcity of bhirds
of this Eategory could be due to the offect of dense necondary forest
growth, making observation of small species with no fixed torritory
difficult. Certainly far fewer Palaenrcthic passerine speciloes pencotrate

to the forest zone than to the savannnha further North,

The following notes summarise my observations nt Ilaro over four

winters @

1. Common Swift Micropue apus.

4 reguler visitor on the ove of migration.

2lat March 1962 : hundrods flying hirh in a deliborake S.F, move-
ment. 4th April 1962 : smeoros ciroeling Low over MErbado Colligre
pleying fields ncreaming.

2let Barch 1963 t hmdrods £lying high in 8,1, directlon with
furopean Swallows Hirundo rustica and LLttle Africern Swittn
Colletoptera affinls.

27th Marech 1964 : exnctly the mame obaervation an dn 1963, 1.2/13t6h
april 1964 ;1 mcores cireling low with lirunde muglica over Tlayro
Kepervatlon and Bghado Collerme.

2+ Blue-hended Wogtail Budytea flavus flavus,

a repgular dry-scason vigitor, abundent from the third woak of Nove
ember to the cnd of March., Earliest arrival t 15th nNovember 1963%;
latust departure : 2%rd April 1963.

3. Tree Fipit Jdnthus trivialis, (Sce footnotr OpPPa )

4 regular dry~season visitor, penerally Jonuary to March,



10.
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7th March 1961 : 12 seen on bare ground on Erbado College compound,
very tame. 17th Dececember 1961 : 5 tame birds same place.

5th~-12th March 1962 : 3 to 12 b:rde regularly seen in parkland on
the Collepe compound.

None seen in 1963.

22nd January and 16th Bebruary 1964 ¢+ single birds in Reservation
gerdens. 27th March 1964 : 6 on College compound, *

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypolcuca.

16th ganuary 1964 1 1 mecen at Sangote (Abeokuta road 17 miles from
Ilaro), .

Spotted TFlycatcher Muscicapa striata.

The only records refer to singloe birds on 29th September 1961 and
30th October 1961.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra,

27th March 1964 : a pair perching on tolegraph wires at Ilaro
Hospital. Common in patchy derived mavannah betwoen Ilaro and
Abookuta from February.

Nightingale Lusclnia megarhynchos.

8th February 1964 (possibly earlier) to 2)th March 1965 : b ginging
aroung the Collepe compound And Reservation, '

(farden Warbler Sylvia borin,

22nd November 1963 : 1 mist~netted on the Reservation. :
18th April 1964 : 2 mist-netted on the Reservation, One of these
had loose yellow skin around the gape.

Iuropoean Swallow IIirundo rustica.

2lat March 1963 : flying S.L., high, with Colletoptera affinis
and Mlcropus apus., 22nd March 1963 : 20 low over the playing
fields, Bgbado College.

27th March 1964 : 5 low over a patch of derived savanunah at Erhado
College. 7th ﬁprll 1964 : 12 low over playing fields. 23rd April
1964 1 20 low over playinm fields and horpital, I[laro,

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator.

25/26th March 1964 : 1 perching on wires at the Agricultural Stat-
ion, Ilaro.

SHEASONAL MOVEMENTS OIF SCME BIRDS IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

D.E,Macgregor
(Reoedved July 1964)
In a country with much extremes of climate at the different sena-

ons ag Morthern Nipgerin, 1t would be surprleing if thero were not

conplderable locml movements of many srecies of birds, ms they scek to

maintain thempelves in thelr favoured 'microclimate!.

Such movements may vary from a scarcely percoptible Shift from one

part of a district to another, to a spoctacular true migration. It may

alffect the whole or only & part of a populotion; meny of those move-

¥ Trom my experience of inthus at Abeoknta, nnd the hebltat, it secems
likulv that at least some of these records refer to A, cervinug, T

grot that time did not allow of my putting this view to the muthor

bufore ‘poing to press'. -Ed.






