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THE MAMBILA PLATEAU

H.Boulter

‘he Mambilae ( Mambilla, Mbala) Plateau is situated in Southern
gardauna Province and-ig almost completely unexplored oranitholopgically.
Unfortﬁnately I can only give a rough introduction to the birds,
partly because I was there for a mere four days and partly bocause,
coming as I do from the "palm-oil' belt of Onitsha, I spent a lot of
time on widespread savannah birde in addition to the montane epeclen.
Howcvar the following information ie gilven in the hope Lhat it will
encourage others to vigitthoPlateau and study Lhe avifmuane morao

thoroughly.

The Plateaw is an extenmion of the Comeroon montnne, bolwoon
5,000 and 6,000 £t. high, and formes & triangle 50 wmlles from Morlh
to South bounded to the South by the River Denga ( or Karl) and with
its apices at approximately 7° 20" N, 11° 5v my 67 Ay v, 11”150 By
and 7° 01 N, 11° 30" E. From the West it i vesched vies Beli nnd
Serti, from where one prucceds on a fairly rough sonth-wontorly
road to Mayp.Selbi at the foot of the escarpment abunb 20 milars
away s During the last year a rough track has boen constructed up
to the Plateau; Land-Rovers may traverse this gquite ensily but most
small cars carnot, I visited the Plateau in the last weck of Doc-
ember 1964, and was kindly given a 1ift up onto the Platenu, but
once at the top was restricted by lack of suitable trmngport to tho
vicinity of the viliage of Mai Sumari. The vegpetation i almost
entirely montane grassland (sce the sketch in Peal 1961 (1) (p.131))
and there is no thick forest in the volleys ag there is nt Obudu. I
gather however that the trees in valleys at the South ¢nd of the
Platensu are thicker, and therc is fairly densc forest on the N.I,
edge of the Platean*. Therv is o pasmnbie dirt road From tlad Sumari
to Gembu, the Provincinl Headguarters on the South end of the Dlsteanu;

and there are se¢veral bush rest-houses where ono mny canp.

The avifauna scems to be a mixture of montann opeciler with low-

land gavannah speclces. I shall begin by ldatine the birdn T netled

Blue-collared Bee-cater Meliltoplhagus variopniun vordopntun (5

netted), This dis a common ppociens and the only beu-onber T orveorded,

My friend however roported a Carmine Peo-oator Merops nubienn from tho

N.E. escarpmoent,

Grey-headed Kingfirher Haleyon 1oncoeophnln Lougocophinl o, Comsony tho

only kinpfisher recorded.

Suden Sond Martin idiparia peludicols pep. . L nethod, another abundant
species which, like the bec-eater, wam {requently scen flylog low in

the verllceys.

¥ Bee nleo the several lendscape photographn in Hepper, 1962 (2). -Ed.
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Bouvier's Crange-tufted Sunbird Cinnyris bouveri. 1 0, 1 g_netted.

Not uncommon.

Preuss's Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris reichenowl spwn.l 0. The

cominonest sunbird.

. : -
Burton's Black-and-yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis phoenicomera. 1 0,
2 9. Abundant., In off-season plumage. '

Black-crowned Waxbill fstrilda nonnula. Falrly cormon. I did not core

across the Lower Guines . atrlcaplll& the ranre 11m1t of whlch is

near here.
Common Waxbill EHstrilda astrild., 5 netted.
Orange—~cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda. 6 netted. Both of these

catrildines were much in evidence in the evenings. The strong wind

during the day kept birds down and away from the nets,

Sight records, A complete list of the species seen has been deposited

with the Editor. These include a number of speciecs widespread in sav-

annah, €.g. Rock Bunting Fringillaria tahapisi and Double-spurred

Francolin Francolinus bicslcaratus; widespread Pelaesrctic imnigrants

e.g, Whinchat Saxicola rubetra and Europcan Swallow Hirundo. rustica;

and birds which :occur over the whole montane systen, e.g., Stonechat-

Saxicola torguata (grassland) and Blue Fairy Flycatcher:Erannornis

onglcauda (frlnplng forest) Some 1nterest1ng records are i

hﬂppell's Grlffon Gyps rﬂppellll 2 or 3.

White~backed Vulture Pseudogyps africanus. Common

Gommon Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus. Common.,

Niger Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens. Frequent. Apart from the

Laughing Dove Stigmatopelia senegalensis and a wood-dove Turtur sp.

this was the only species seen.
Mountain Stonechat. Abundant.

West African Fiscal Shrike Lanius collaris. 3 or 4.

Oxpecker Buphagus africanus. Scemed to pwfer horses to cattlel
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Norgs '

Birds of the Platesu Province - Addltlons. Wlth referenco to the

'Provisional Check«Ligt of the Blrds of Plateau Provmnce over 3 OOO ft.
by Ebbutt et al (Bull. N.0.S8. 3 @ 9) there are two posslble addltlons
Both were reported teo He by other people and there is qome doubt as to
thé exact locality in which the birds were found, but both are very

intercsting extenslons in ranpe of forest specmes.

" In June 1957 Mr H. Sassoon brourht me thc body of a Narina Trogon
that he had plcked up on the Bauchi~Jos road; it was identified by



