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1.
EDITORIAL

Owing to the necessity of your Editor proceedinpg on Llenve rother
earlier than enticipated, this second Bulletin appears n fortni-ht
earlier than previously indicated, &Gpolopice mre extonded to any con-
tributors whose worl has been oxcludod from thie issue due to not
arriving to date; any such contribntions wlll appear in the next lapua,

to appear in mid-October, Uther contributions to Bullotin No. 3% should

arrive by 3lst Septembor,

The Editor has received congratulatory messnges from muvernl
membors on the iseue of the first Inlletin, Lot clearly 1f that dasno
is to be congidered a success, this is a dirsct reswlt of the clfiortn

of contributors, all of whom are to he aincorely thankaod.

Subscriptions : until further notice, will monborg kindly mwalo
cheques and postal orders paysble Lo Mr Fry and net to the Soeclcty.

Not yet belnyg properly constituted, we have no Liank nccount, n pomition
which will be rectified in due course when tho s5ociety's worth is
proven. The Treasurer will give a brief steate cnt of Incowo rnd Ezpon:? .
iture with the first 1965 Bulletin.

Leave : if members wish to have Bulletins sont to their home addresses
when on leave, will they plense indicate their Lonvo addrcagaes nad dntesg
to me in good time.

Editorial addross until 14th Aupnst : 34, Sencroft Esplannde, Skerness,
Lines, U.K., Thereafter not availahle until mid-September, when I roturn
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 THE MARSH OWL ASTO CAPENSIS ON THE JOS PLATEAU

V.W.Smith

The Marsh Owl Agic capenFis is relatively common in certain areas

.of the Plateau, particularly where the open | rassland in the more

lavel areaé bebbmes saturated with water during the wet gsepwon (Anril
to October). During this perlod, when thm hirds are not breedinr, they
mey be found “in ones andtwos wherever the habitat is su:tHWle rocky
OutorOpa and hilly areas do not attract them, nor do forest reserves.
When flushed from the grass they do not fly far and may cirele inguisit-
ivaely, when the dérk brown myeé in a pale well-markéa facial disc are
readily noticeable. Another feature worthy of note'im the pale pétch on
the wings, formed by the pale baeal-portioﬁ 0of the outer primaries,
which shows as the bird circles 4p flight. Once the bird gettles in tho
greass i£ is difficult to flush ¢pndin without the aid of & dog.

As the mrassland dries up at the beginning of the dry seaaon, the
birds tend to congregate in the lower- -lying swampy areas which persist
in some cases until the end of the yearj even when they dry out com-
pletely, the deep holes and grass provide cover and shade for rooating
during the dny, and it is during the period at the end of the dry season
that greatest GOncentrationB of these birds occur in this type of
1ocality. It is difficult to say whether there is any local ripration' it
is more likely that during the wet seaaon they are dispersed in the same
area and are leas llkely to be seen,

Rodents form the main diet, varying in size from large rats, five or
six inches long, to mere morscls an inch lons, but insects (Locusts) are
inqludeda‘Hunting sppears to be carried out ffom some vantame point
~ rather than in flight; the parapets of roadside culverts (watbhing‘for
rodonts cromsing the rOad); a shrubby bush, guinea-corn stalk, or pile
of atcha straw are all favou}ed sltes.

Breeding commences at the end of the wet season and takes place when
all the swamps are »t their fullest. At this time of year these awsnmps
are very treacheérous placem indeed, with the tall grass and woels conw-
ceallng watvr-filled holes two or threes feet deep, On the other hand
the surrounding grasaland hna begun to dry out, the adjecent .grain cropes
are belng harvested, and the rodents attracted to the spllt grain are
more eagily caught when the ground cover becomes less abundant,

Birds poir off during September and Ogtober, snd larpe swanps may
hold several pairs. Territories sre well~defined in the swampe thed-
selves, though emch territory has access to the perimeter of the swanyp
and the hunting area beoyond. Display flights meen at dusk or on moon~
1it nighte toke tho form of long flights in wide ¢ircles, with deliberat.
wing~bhoats and periodic clapping of thuwings. Pairs chase sachother,




occasionally flying up to meet each other feet to feet. The normal

¢all, heard most fréquently during the breecding season,'is a.crbmking
fKaaa' uttered in flight or on the ground (when the similarity to the
groak of a frog ie most marked). During nerinl chages the call may be

repeated several times in gulck succession.

The nest is well concealed in rank herbage in these swanpsi usually
a slight rad of vegetable matter 1s placed in the hesrt of a dry
tugsock of old grass orlweeds, end the white epirs are not vimible from
asbove. Where patches of ﬁall dense grass (80 typically seen in thoeme
swanps) have been flattened, the nest is sometimes plmced'bouoath, ns
long as thore 1 a firm dry foundation, and in one case there was an
entrance 'tunnel'! almost three feet long leading to the neat Ltmoli:

Epps when fremh aro chalky white, thoupgh later thoy hecome stalned
with vegetable juicen; they measure approximatcly 41 x 25 mm. Naeotn
containing egus have been secen between lat October (the first erp of
a subseguent clutch of four) and 12th January (mlhhouwh this last
record wag probably a replacemont clutch, beinpg within a few yards of
g nest foﬁnd in early iovember and subsequently deserted), Wost nests
lwith eggs 've been seen during Uctober and Npvember. Of five nests
found, two had clutches of three eggs, two of four and ono of aix.
Egps are leid at two-day intervals, and hatch accordinply, and the
incubation pericd is about four weeks., The newly hatched young are
covered with a pale fawn down, and the eyes remain closed for sixlto
eight days. The:young spend two or thycve weeks in the nest, and are
probably fed nearby for a further two or three weoks. Young have been
found out of the nest as early as 15th December, and this wos a youns
bird estimated to be five or six weoks o0ld, with abundent food 1nid
beside it and scarcely able to fly more than a few yards., On this
evidence it is clear that the main breedins season in this area is
October to December., Adults with well-incubated egus or newly-hatched
young carry out a very vigorous foru of distrsction display,. They fly
around in tight circles and then literally fling themsclves to the
ground uttering a squealing cry, and behaviour like thie 1s a BUr G
indlcatlon that there is a nest in the vicinilty.

The young in the nest utter o husky 'Quecep', which becomes more
of a musical 'Too-ece! when they leave the neat, and thils can be h-nrd
at a congiderable distance.

The local race is Ao, bingltanus, more reddish than the A.c.crpongls

of Enat and South Afriecs, and clonely resembling the race found 1n the
Sudan, North Africa and southern Spoin.

Reference

Smith, V.W. & Killick-Kendrick, R. (1964) Notem on the breeding of the

Marsh Owl Asio cap~nais in Northern NMigorin. Ibis 106 ; 119-12%
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TWO INTERESTING PLATEAU,EIRDS,

The Red- Capped Lark Calandrella cinerca and the Three«ﬁﬂnded Plov¢r17
Afroxyechus tricollaris '

R.FE. Shaviand

On 8th October 1958 whilst travellinpg from Leminga to Bukwrrt on
the Jos Plateau, my wife and I noticed a emall lark on the road. The
blrd had a pale red head and a rusty patch on eithor side of_ﬁhg breast.
After & long chase I cventumlly secured it and sent it to the British
Museum for identificatlion, It was identified a8 tha Red- Cﬁnped Lark

Calandrella clineres paturlator.

This lark has o wide range in South Africa bnt pecording to R.E.Moren |

(pers. comm.) has not been recorded previously in West Africa north of
Lastern Congo or South~Western Kesai.

As Hoberts (1) describes the Red~Capped Lark as » rostless bird T
thought that the Jos birds were probably migrants from further South.
When I returned from leave I revisited the Laminga Aarea and on 3rd July
found a pair in the same area. It seocus likely therefore that the bird

im resident*.

Séﬁeral.paire or single birde were seeh_altog@ther‘in the winter of
1958 either in the Laminga area or near Sabon Gida. Reserveir. Three
wero cauvght flying to drink on Tollemache Dam and were rinsed and réu
leased. I would be intercsted to hear any reports of the bird in other

areasg and any evidence of nesting*,

In Aupust 1952 I noticed three small ploveérs on a mining dam near
Jos and shot one of them. It turned out to be a Threc-Baded P)over
Afroxyechus trilcollaris whioh ig found in South and East Africa, Ten
years later in Aupust 1962 Mr R.G.Newell secured another ThfeeaBanded

Plover in the same ares -~ about 12 miles from Jos on the Brughi ronda.

This bird is very similar to Forhes'! Banded Plover Afroxyechus

forbesgi, a wldegpread and locally comnon bird in Nigerdins, but differs in
havigg a white forehead ahd pnloer throat, The ouly previous West African
records of A, tricolloris afé from,Mnrha, N. Gnmeroon,'in 1822 and Accra
in 1945, '

Reference

(1) Roberts, i, Tho Birds of fouth Africa. 1940

* Juvenilo birds have now boen found on the Plateau; it is hoped
that a note on thie occurrence will follow., ~Td.

e )
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THE AVIFAUNA OF TOPO ISLAWD, NEAR LAGOS

J.A.Button

Topo Island is a long narrow strand % - 1% miles wide, separated
from the mainland by a brucmisk~waﬁer lagoon of similar variability
in breadth. The lagoon meets the sea at Lagos and Cotonou, Dahomey.
The observations were made along a four-mile atretch from a point opp-
ogite the township of Badagry eastwards to Topo proper, an amgemblape
of now mainly disused bulldinpge once occupied by nuns.,

An extensive coconut palm plantstion fringes the ocean side of the
island, and & narrow belt of dense vogetation -~ reeds, bushes and enall
tress - extends along the lagoon side. The central ptrip conrlmts of
grassland, with Borassus and oil-palnp, scattered thickets and several
ponds surrounded by marshy ground during the reins whieh evaporate

almoat completely during the dry season.

The main interest of the area lies in the fact that here is a slze-
able strip of tesontially gavannah environment extending Uant-West
below the forest zonej a projection, in fact, of the Drhomey Savennah
Gap. This is reflected in the rather peculiar avifauna, which differs
in several regpects from that of the adjacent ares of mainland @

(i) Savannah birds not hitherto encountered by the author on the

mainland : Streptopelia vinacea the Vinaceous Turtle-Dove is

guite common and appears to be breeding on Topo ( on 15th
September 1961 an immature bird was scen being fod by an

adult). Cinnyricinclus leucogaster the Amethyast S8tarling meen

feeding young at a nest in the hollow tap of a dead oil-palm
stump, 24th June 1961. _

(ii) Birde encountcred in derived savannah on the mainland but
occurring more commonly on =nd characteristic of the Island

Mirafra huckleyi Buckley's Bush-Lark, Macronyx croceus itho

Yellow-throated Longelaw, Lanlarius barbarue the Barbnry Shrike,

Ptilogtomig nfer the Black Magpie and Clnnyris venustus the
Yellow-bellied Sunbird.
(1ii1) Certain dry-season viusitors notably Bubulcus ibils the Cattle

Egret and Budytes fl:vuz tho Blue-headed Wagtadlld sppear to

remain lator here than on the mainlend, Un 156h April 1962 a

(iv)

flock of at lemst 50 Fpribs wes soon, ono of which hed completo-
ly developed buff brecding rlumes; at Ilaro, U% miles te the
North-lnst, fprets have usuelly pmoune by the end of Mprrch, Amadn,
on 15th April 1962 3 Waptnils were present; tho latest dnte for
Wrgtnils at Llaro that year was 4th Aprdl, & Milvus migrans
Blnck Kites wore noted at Topo on 23rd June 196%, tho last heing
soen at Tlaro on lst May that yorr.

Of forest birds, Turtur afer the ked-billed Wood-Deve, Tchitrea

snithii Fagnn's Parsdise Flycetchor and others have been noted
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along the lagoon edge or around the fermer nunnery grounds

The following lstt was conp:_].ed fron observatlons made ‘on eight
visits to Topo Island between June 1961 and June 1963.

a2 = sbundant; f = frequent; o = occasionalj d = dry scason (hence ad =

sbundant in dry season), 7 or (2) quer:l.es stptns, not identifieation.

Pyrrherodia purpurea Furple Heron 0
Casmerodius albus African Graat thite Heron o
BubuTeus ibis Cattle Egret - cd
 Butorides striatus - African Green-backed Heron f -
|xabrychus minutus Red-necked Little Bittern
Milwus migrans . - Wast African Black Kite - ¢f

Lamprocolfus chalcurus

Kaupifalco monogrammicus Lizard Buzzard (1)
Gypohierax angolensis Palm-Nut Vulture 0 .
fecipiter badius. Eritrean Shikra 1
Francolinus bicalcaratus Doub] e-spurrad Francalin ¢
Hmnocorax flavirestris Black Crake f
fctophilornis africanus Lily Trotter f
Stephanibyx lugubris Senegal Plover - f ()
Afroxyechus forbesi Forbes' Banded Plover ¢ (7)
ketitis hypoleusos Common Sandpfsser f o
Glottis nebularius Graenshank 0.
Sterna hirundo Comman Tern . a {7)
Streptopelia semitorquaia Red-eyed Turtle-Dove f '
Se vinacea Vinaceous Turtle-Dove ¢
Stigratopslia senega'lensis Senegal Dove ¢

*Turtur afer Red-billed _#Hood Dove  f
Agapornis pullaria Red-headed ‘Lovebird o
Centropus grillii - Black-bell{ed Coucal .. f
C, senagalensis Senegal Coucal G
(ypsiurus parvus Paln Swift _ e
{oYlatoptera affinis Little African Seift f .
Eurystomus afer Broad-bilted Roiler fd
Ceryle rudis Pied Kingfishor f
Haleyon seregatensis Senegal Kingfisher ¢
ferops albicollis Whi te~throated Bee-eater ad
Lophoceros nasutus - Grey Hornbill 0

- Mirafra bucklayi Buckley's Bush-lark-- e
Rudytes flavis Blue-headed Vagtail fd

. fothus Teucophrys Plain-backad Pipit - £

Macronyx. crocaus . Yeliousthroated Longclaw - a
Hypergerus atriceps Oriol e-Babbler 0
Fyenonotus barbatus - Common Bulbul c
Pyrehurus flavicol 1is “Yollou-throated Leaf-lTove o
P, simplex Simple Leaf<love f
fndrogadus virens Littie Green Bulbul 9 .
Platysteird cyanea . Scarlet-spectacled Flycatcher 6
Turdus Tibonyamis - Hurrd chane” Thrush . f
Maloctchla mentalis Moustached Scrub Warbler  f (7)
Sylviatta flaviventris White-belTied Crombet ‘o .
Hirundo asthiopica Ethiopian Swallow f
Hy leucosoma Pied-winged Swallow 0

- lanfarius barbarus *“Barbary Shrike . f
Pryoscopus gambonsts Garbian Poff-backed Shrike o
Jehagra atstralis Brown-crownad Tchagra f
Pilostomus afer - Black Magpie _ &
Cinngricinclus Teucogaster Amethyst Starling 0

- Short-tailed Glossy Starling o

Cinnyris cupreus Copper Sunbird. f

* . G coceinigaster Splendid Sunbird N
C. venustus - Yollow-belled Susbird ¢
Chalcomitra fuliginosa Carmelite Sunbird - f
Gollared Sunbird 0

Anthr'eptas collaris
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Pachypharitos pachyriynehus Conpact Woaver o

Malimbus scutatus ‘ Red-vented Weaver ¢
Spernostes cucullatus Bronze Mamnikin ¢

Lagonosticta senegalafrufopicta  Fire-finch sp. ¢

TOPO AVIFAUNA : ADDENDUM

C.H.Fry

I have recorded tht followinr gpecles in the mame arca of Topo
Island in addition to Button's limt sbove, on 15th Apyil aud 2ud Moy
1962

Faleo tinnunculus Kostral

Fo ardosiaceus Bray Kastrel
Contropus senogalensis opomidis Rufous-boll{ed Coucal
Corythornis cristata Malachite Kingfishor
Pytantiug atripennis Gapuchin Sabbier
Vidua macroura Pin-tailad Whydah
Estrilda (paludicota) (Fann-breastod) Vaxbill

Discounting C. eponidis as o race of C. emepnlonsis, this pmives n
total of 67 species, distributed by habitat (Blgood 196hn, or for spacies
not mentioned therein, tlpood 1964b) as follows

Agquatie +..11 (Pyrrherodia, Casmeroding, Bntorides, Ixobrychus,
Limnocorax, Actophilornis, Stephanibyx, Actitim,
(lottis, Ceryle, Corythornis)

Coasts ... 1 (Chalcomitra fuliginosa),

Marine oo 1 (Bterna)

Widespread* 9 (Milvue, Stigmatopelia, Cypsiurus, Collotoptersa,
Halcyon, :crops, Hypergerus, Pycnonotuam, Vidun)

Forest  +..11 (Kaupifalco, Gypohierax, Strcptopelin semitorquatea,
Turtur, Pyrrhurus siwplex, fndropadus, Sylvictta,
Tehagra, Anthreptes, Malimbus, Phyllanthua)

Savannah e+ 3% (Remminder,

The savanva relations of Topo are reflected in a conslderably higher
proportion of savannoh birds (51%) than at Ibadan (41%) whera thers inm
a foreast/savanush interface fauna. At Topo there are only 16.%% forost
birds, as compared with 30% at Ibsadan (Table 1),

......... s e o e BB
_______ Tindan Topo
wWo. ol epecilen! Bnma | ilo. of nﬁuclnr i

hguatic 42 16 11, 16,5
Coastal 0 0 1 1.5

Marine U U 1 1.5
Widesprend 19 Y 9 L2

floreat 46 36 1 LG.5
Gavannah 109 I, | 3 5.

inblo T,

Particular. atbtention wey he drawn to the rocord of Eokrilds
(FiliuddicoLra), small idlocks of which werc mecn in reeds in the Laraon
side ol Topo on both ny vieits. Field description taken at the time
correaponds with dannerman nnc with B.M. skins, except that the bill

wi.8 redy, not horn-coloured.- Specimens rosuire collection, ns this



might afford an interestins extension in range of a species known in

West Africa only from the inanbra Creek, Onithsa (Bannerman).
References

Bannerman, D...: The Birds of West =and Equatorisl ifrica

Elgood, J.H. & 8ihley, F.C., (1964a) The tropical forest edge avifauna of
Tbadan, Nigeria. Ibis 106 : 221—¢48

Elgood, J.H. (1964b) Provisional Check- list of the birds of Nlnarla.
Bull., ngu QI‘n- Soe., 1 1 13 ?..5. ‘

* "Widespread" of Elgood 1964b is here equated with "Indifferent? of
Flgood & Sibleéy 196L4a, Habitat assessments in these two papers are sinmile,
except that Streptopelia semitorguata (Indif.) and Hypergerus striceps
(For.) of Elgood & Sibley are respectively Forest and Wldespread in -
Elgood 1964b, The latter assessment is used here.
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" NOTES ON THE STATUS OF THE PYCNONOTIDAE AT ILARO

J.0.Button

The Ilarc with its secondary growth of varying density and maturity is
excellent bulbul country. Of the twenty-nix species of Pycnonotidae.giveng
in Elgood (1964), thirteen have been obsorved at Ilaro - eleven in the .
gro{m-da of. Eghado College. | |

An:httempt:has been made to estimate the relative ﬁumbers of those.
species which appear to be resident in the area by comparison with'gzcno—‘

notus barbatus the Common Bulbul, the most conspicuous species, which im

arbitrarily given an abundance grade of 10, Thie indlcates about 20
“individunl birds seen or heard during an average morning's blrding over an

area of about 1 gq. mile.

Four species, Bleda canicapilla Grey-headod Briatlé-bill, Thescelocichl.

leucopleura Swamp Bulbul, Baéoﬁggon indicator White~tailed Greenbul and

Phyllastrephﬁs baumanni Baumeni' Greenbul have been srelected for tabular

compatrison of abundance, habitat and behaviour,

The mist-netting figuren repreﬁent rosults ohtained between sentember

 ;‘fl962 and’ Aprll 1964‘ the stntua fignres ATE based on ObéerthlOHE mada

“.regualrly over ‘the same pgr¢od ! at best they can only ba general approx—

imations.

Pycenonotus berhatus end indropadus virens, both. =iven = st=tus ‘of 10,

have netting fimr.s of 6 ond 33'rrn§00tiVely. This rsreat difference im du.
to the fact that A. virans ig eminent]y ‘nettnble’ nndefefepa the rather

thick growth where the nets are u&ually placed. P, borbatus likes a more

open environment; it also scoms adept at avolding the net oven when it
frequents thick secondary bush. In thls respéct 1t is unlike _Egagurua
simplex. ‘ ' S .

I should like to thnnk Prof. J.H.Elgood for hlB help in identijlng BOma

of thege hirds in respect of both plumamc and voice.
_ cont./
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Con-t¢/

Pycnonotus barbatus
Trichophorus barbatus
Trichophorus calurus

Bleda canicepilla 3 5
Thescelocichla leucoploura occasional
Pyrrhurus simplex 5 11
Bacopogon indicator 2
Phyllastrephus baumanni 4 5
Phyllastrephus albigularis 1L (?) b
Andropadus curvirostris 6 18
Andropadus gracilis ocecngional 1
Andropadus latirostris 5 12
Andropadus virens 10 23

Status Netted

10 6
) No records
) Egbando College

i. The Ilarovacnonotidne

Notes

Farm & parkland; new bush

1, Ipake Forest Res.jdense nature Prowﬂ_
Secn onco Ipake Forest Res.
Dense secondary & mature growth
Strtus 2 at Ipake.
New socoundery growhh
Secondary pgrowth, treas
Secondary growth & pnrkland

+ 8kulks in dense now and rnture groy
gkulks in now and marure prowth
Now mocondary prowth & prarkland
Matured secondary prowth
New and wmatured second. growth

kush. Cf Pycno
notus harbetun,

Ipnlte For.
Never moro
than a pair nf
Iirbhado Coll,

pame Lroaoe.
Bxeltod

Bloda Thosoolocdichla | Hacopogon Phyll - stroephus
canicapilla Leucopleura indientor + baumanni
Statua and Frequent Oecnaional dfrequant FPeeirly common
ostimate of 3 Bebado Coll. 2
relative noa. 2 lpalke
Ilaro (Pyeno. Forost
barbatus = 10)
Hetting 5 §il, Habitat |Nil. Ugsunlly 5
' ‘ apparintly too high for
too himh & netting
open
|General Denese new and  {Well-matured [Secondary Sacondnry
habitat natured sec- forest with buash with bush nnd
' ' ondary growth stroams and |high trecs parkland with
| usually his=h trecs
! Raphis palns
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NEQCOSSYPHUS WD STIZORHINA .ND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THRUSHES WITH

FLYCLTCHERS

C.H.Fry - B e

The Ethiopian genera Neocossyphus and Stizorhina are thrush~like foraami

birds each with two species, of which N. poensislclosely_reéembles 5. b

5

finschi% and N. rufus”even more closely recembles 8. fraaeri? Bannernan

W Al S

{1953) followed the almost invariable practice until that timé of
putting Neogossyphus in the Turdidae (thrushes) and Stizorhina in the

NusCLCapidae (flycatchiers), presumably on the grounds (glthough this is
'nob stated) that 8tizorhina ie flycatcher 1ike by hablt, and heas the
broad bill and short metatarsl typical of flycsichers., Chapin recognices
the close affinity of the two genera by placing them in sequence within
the Turdidae (Bds. of the Relgien Congo, 1953). o .

i

i
[
Pl
E%.
[
i

It is widely recognised of course that the thrushes, flybétchers anc %2

i .
I
1
[

warblers are a closely-related assemblage of pesserine birds, and it %f

- appears to be cocunon practice at tha present time to unite them in &

single family, the Muscicapidae. Hence Ve.urie (1959) giyes the Myscicap-—

idae two subsidisry and four main subfamiliece (Turdinae, Muscicapinae,

Sylviinae (warblers) and Timaliinse (bebklors)) and White (1962) nlso
treats the Tu*dinae as a subfamily of the Muscicapidae seng, lrt, . The
latter author regards the African Turdinac as comnrlslnp six groups, to

which he nlves colloqulal but not taxonomic names., One of these is the

african Robins w1th 10 gemera including Cossypha, Neocossyphuﬁ and

otizorhin@. | - , , qsg

Both N, poensim and §, finschi are of'fr¢Quent ocqurreﬁce,in.matﬁre
forest reserves in Western Region (Button; Pry; Bull}-Nig}"Orh,gSocy_l)_

and I have noted one or both speqiéa at Iprke, Olokemeji, Gambari and

Idanre. Difficult as'these shy forest species ave to,ohﬁerﬁe, I had. - :
accwmlated some field notes on both, although mome confusion as to-identy~é
ification existed,'when I netted N, poersis at Ipake on i?th“Fehguanyﬂ - %
1962 and 8._finschi, also at Ipake, on 28th April 1962, Taentity wae
éonfirned by the Britjsh Museum, to ‘whor: my thenks nre due, and hoth skial F

were deposited in the University of Ibadan ¢ollogtion., I was preatly
;mpressed by the gimilsrity of the two speciea, which are oranre qelow.

with brown head, back and taii,_dn‘almo§t 1dentical pattern of white in i
the outer Lail feathers'(fiﬂ. i),'oranpﬁ bases to the primaries and BGGOIlri
aries, and flesh~coloured legs and feet, The plurage differs mnlnly in

that the 'thrush! is slate ahove: and the 'flych‘1cr' Aark olive brown

with a dark chestnut rump. Both birds have rictal bristles and a thrushe-
like bill, but the bristles . are longer and the bill shorter

and wider in Stizorhina. The foot and leg is mu.ch weakcr in Stlaorhina.‘

1l.White~tailed Ant-Thrush 2. Flnsoh'a Rusrty F]ycatche B.Red tailed
Ant-Thrush 4, Fraser's Rusty Plycqtcher . '
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fig. 1. Outer tail pnttern of Noocosmyphus poensis (loft)
and 8tizorhina finschi .

Examination of sking in the British Museum ghows that N, rufus oand S, fronerd

are even more similer to each other then the precedinr two smpecios; virtually

the only differences between rufus and fraseri arc in slze, dirmensions of the

soft parts, and the richer chestnut in the wing and tril of rufua.

By habiﬁ, N+ poensig is & typical thrush, with a turdine ticking alarm
cally it lives on or unerr the forest floor and has the horizontal stonce

and thrush-like m~anerisms of a Hlackbird (Turdus meruln). What few ohserv-

ations I have would indicate that $. finschi inhebits the middle or upper
storeys; I have not actunlly seen the apecics 'flyeceotehing' hut it hea the
upright stance when perched typical of all flycatchors, and it seums likely
that tho bird feeds by making sallies after flyiny insects; roturning to

id perch to consume thom (althourh this is denied ty Mackworth-Praed & Grant).

It is very difficult to credit, from » study of plunege, that Stizorhina

and ‘Neocossyphug are not close.y related; there are howoever r-tional
‘grounﬂs (hetit;bill nnd leg structure) for including Stizorhina in the
Muscicrpinae, Hence, on the rssumption that the Turdivae, belne less spec-
izliged, are the more prinitive stock, it appenrs that Stizorhine is an
example of a thrush evolved into a flycatcher, which indicntes that the
Muscicapinae may bo polyphyletically derived from the Tprdinae (fipm, 41),
a8 with many cases smonget the highor texa (e, some vertebrato Clnspea),
it seems that the Muscicapinae mre better repmnrded not a0 much sg A unit
derdved from A pingle ~nceptral atock,?ﬁg a pgrade of orpeulention (or
better, o habit grnde) which has beon arrived at indopendently by more than
one linc within tho Muscicrpldec (= Turdidnc in the wideot applicntion),

The oripgin of .the various species in the two gencra ie problemnstic.
Superficial sloiloarities between the four birds, ernd respezetdve peoprophicnl
finschil beiny very rreat, fraseri to rufus mreat, finschi to poenais con-
glderablo, while rufus and poensin are well-densrceated spocics within their

rpenus but certalnly congeneric





