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THE STATUS OF SOME NORTHEEN GUINEA SAVANNA BIRDS IN
MOLE NATICNAL PARK, GHANA

by I. R, Taylor and M. A. Macdonald

Received 29 July 1977

A list of birds recorded at Mole National Park has heen compiled by
Greig-Smith (1976) and observations on the migratory status of a nurber of
the species have been published by the same awthor (Greig-Smith 1977). In
this note we add & number of new species to the area and comment on the
status of several others., One of ws (I.R,T.) spent three months at Mole in
the wet season of 1960, initiated the training of park staff in bird identi-
fication, and introduced the repular censuses which formed the basis of
Greig-8mith's conclusions on migratory status, Both of us visited the Park
at the end of the dry season in April 1976 before the first rains, and we
spent about 30 hours mist-netting and observing in the field, covering all
the major habitats within the reserve. There is no other published informa-
tion for the area during the late dry season, Many of our conclusions on the
migratory status of the birds differ from Greig-Smith's, because of his
paucity of data for the late dry season.

ADDITIONS TO THE PARK LIST

BLACK KITE Milvus migrans One on 5 April with a very pale head and black
bill was probably the Palaearctic race M. m. migrans.

LANNER FALOON Falco biavmicus One on 9 April,
HOBBY F, subbutec One seen very well on 8 April.

PAINTED SNIPE Rostratula benghalensis A male caught on 8 April and two
seen on 9 April.

ROSE-GHEY DOVE Streptopelia rosogrisea Two seen well on 5 April.

EUROPEAN ROLIER Coracias garrulus One on 6 April,

HOOPCE  Upupa epops At lesst one bird in a group of six seen on 7 April

had the white subterminal bars on the crest characteristic of the Palaearctie
U. e. epops (the occurrence of which was queried by Greig-Smith 1977).

AFRICAN SAND MARTIN Riparia paludicola Three seen on 3 and one on 4 April.
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GREY-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo griseopyga A few scattered flocks, probably
50-100 individuals in all. One bird misi-netted. Recorded between 4 and 9
April. This also seems to be the first published record for the species in
Chana.

HRED-THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus Two seen and heard flying over on 5
April,

ICTERINE WARBLER Mippolails icterina One Hippolais warbler seen well on the
4 of April was almost certainly this species.

GHEY-BACKED EREMOMELA Eremanels icteropygialis  Single birds seen on 3 and
4 April.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Twe birds seen om the 7 and 8 April
had the =mall size and faint streaking on the head and breast characteristic

of the African race, M. s. ganbagae,

MIGRATICN OF ETHIOPIAN SPECIES

SPUR-WINGED GOOSE Plectropterus ganbensis This species was seen regularly
in small nurbers in the wet semscn but not at all at the end of the diy
seascn, sugpesting possible migration,

STONE-PARTRIDGE Ptilopachus petrosus Greipg-Smith gave this as a resident
species and in Nigeria Elgood, Fry and Dowsett (1973) could find no evidence
for movements. We did not record any at the end of the dry season although
they were conmon in small groups in the wet season, suggesting the possibility
of at least a local movement,

VINACEOUS DOVE Streptopelia vinacea Elgood et al. could not find conclusive
evidence for migration in Nigeria., We confiim the dry season influx noted by
Grelg-Smith. The species was not comon in the park during the wet season
but was probably the conmonest species during the dry seascn. At the begin-
ning of April we noted vast flocks starting at about 100 km south of the

park (8Y30'N).

MOURNING DOVE, Sireptopelia decipiens This is a rather uncommon specles in
the wet season but we failed to find any at the end of the dry season. More
intensive observations might show the species to be migratory, although
Elgood et al. could find no evidence of migration in Nigeria.

RED-BILLED WOOD DOVE Turtur afer Seen in small numbers in the wet season
but not seen late in the dry season. In southern Ghana this species prefers
wetter habitats than its congener T. abyssinicus, and it is probable that it
moves south as the dry season progresses.
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PYGMY KINGFISHER Ceyx picta  Classed by Greig-Smith as resident. It was
orren in the wot season but we did not ses it at the end of the dry season.
Arcund Acora dn the dry season one of us has cbserved an influx of this
species into gardens end parklands, probably from the adiacent savanna of
the Accra plains. It seers likely that the Mole birds move south in the
late dry season, possibly even into the north of the forest zone. In at
least cne forest just south of the forest/savanna boundary we have data that
suggest a slight influx of the species near the end of the dry season.

There seers to be no previous evidence for moverents of this species in West
Africa, although it is migrant elsewhere (Benoon 1954).

SENEGAL WOID-IDOPOE  Phoepiculus purpureus  Seen nearly every day in small
mrbers during the wet season, but at the end of the dry season we saw only
two during our entire stay. Greig-Smith described it as resident but evidently
there mist be a considerable movement south during the late dry season.

LESSER WOXOD-HX¥CE Phoeniculus aterrimis We did not record this species at
the end of the dry season although it was seen regularly in small nutbers in
the wet season. There might be a soutiward movement in the dry seasca,
supporting the tentative conclustons reached by Elguod et al.

BLAGK-THROATED HONEY-(UITE.  Indicator indicator Greig-Suith did not give
this as a migrant species. Smil mumbers were seen regularly in the wet
season hut none at the end of the dry season. It being conspicuous and not
€asily overlocked, we conclude that it must be migratory.

FLAPET LARK Mirafra rufocinnamomes Greig-Smith described an apparent
increase in purbers in the wet scason but suggested that this might simply he
4 resuit of increased consplowusness due to display flights. This species
was recorded regularly during the wet season hut not at the end of the dry
season. One of us is familiar with this species in southern Chana and has
seen and flushed birds from grasslands outside the breeding season. We
believe the apparvent nbsence of birds in Mole late in the dry season to be
real and that the species is at least partly migratory.

AFRICAN SAND MARTIN Riparia paludicolan This species has not been recorded
in the wet season and the four birds secn by us might represent a slight
southward movement fran more arid areas late in the dry season, Elpood et al.
suggest that in Nigeria it is probably a migrant.

GREY-RUMPED SWALLDW Hirmmdo gri (£ The mnwements of this species in
Afrieca are very peorly understood, %e found it fairly common at the end of
the dry season st Mole, when it has never been recorded in the wet season.
¥ also kawve an observation of a strong north-west passage of this species
with three otlher species of swallow at Asutsuare (0603 N 03°16’W) in South-
€ast Ghanu on 20 January 1977. These ohservations suggest that the species
moves into Chana during the dry season, but whether it is a regular migrant
oF an irrcgular nemd we cannot say.

LONG-CHESTED HELMET-SHRIKE Priooops plumta Greig-Smith gave this as a
partial migrant. We failed to record any of this very conspicuous and
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noisy gpecies at the end of the dry season and we conclude that at this time
the entire population moves south. In the parklands of the Acera srea this
Species occurs most frequently during the late dry season, the birds probably
having moved in from the adjacent savanna.

BRUBRU SHRIKE Nilaus afer Given by Greig-Smith as resident. Although it
was seen in small numbers in the wet season we failed to find any at the end
of the dry season, suggesting at least some degree of movement.

SNOWY-CRCMWED ROBIN-CHAT Cossypha niveicapilla  Fairly common in the
riverine forests during the wet season, but none was seen at the end of the
dry season. It is therefore probably migratory and not resident as Sugges—
ted by Greig-Smith. Elgood et al. concluded there was a northward spread in
the wet season in Nigeria. The very simllar congener, ¢, elbicapilla, was
seen regularly in riverine forests at the end of the dry season and thus
probably differs by being non-migratory,

GREY-BACKED EREMOMEIA Eremomela icteropygialis The two birds seen by us
might represent a slight southward movement into Mole from more arid areas
during the late dry sesson.

PALE FLYCATCHER Bradornis pallidus Described by Greig-Smith as resident,
We did not see any at the end of the dry season and it is therefore probably
migratory with possibly only a short absence.

BLUF FATRY FLYCATCHER Trochocercus longicsuda Grelg-Smith stated that
this species wes totally absent at the end of the dry season. Since the dry
season normally ends sometime in April, and since he stated that no counts
were made in either March or April, we find it difficult to wnderstand how
that conclusion was reached. We found it only slightly less abundant at the
end of the dry season than in the wet season, and the difference can probably
be accownted for by recruitment through breeding., Greig-Smith suggested that
the gpecies might move into deeper, less dry, forest in the late dry season
but that cannot be so, as our observations were made in exactly the same
stretches of forest as the chservations he analysed. Elgood et al, found no
evidence for movements in Nigeria,

PENDULINE TIT Remiz parvulus Tairly common during the wet season but not
recorded at the end of the dry season.

SPOTTED CREEPER Salpornis spinolota This is a rare species and during the
wet season. was seen only occasionally, We would have expected to see at
least a small nuwber at the end of the dry season, considering the number of
hours spent in the field, but we falled to do so. It is possible that the
species moves south during the late dry season.

NIGERIAN LITTLE BINTING Emberiza forbesi A common species in the wet
gseason but apparently absent at the end of the dry season, Again Elgood
et al. gave no evidence of movements in Nigeria.
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SENEGAL FIREFINCH Lagonosticta senegala This was a common species in the
wet season but was not seen at all at the end of the dry season. The species
is kmown to be migratory in N.E. Nigeria (Jones and Ward, 1977).
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