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THE BIKDS OF ZAKIA. Tf - PALAEARCTIC MIGRANTS

C.H.FI‘Y'

II.‘Palaearctichigrants.‘Sixty—five.migrant bird specics of undoubted

Pdlaoarctic origin have been recorded ot anin by tho nubhor, P.Ward ot
(soe lntroduction, Bull N, O.S 2 Do 9) over thn lagt six years., A
nndlscveral-specles:mre very common and form .one of the more conapicunous
feafﬁfbéfu£ the Zerie avifauna for about half of tho yenr. Thin Soction

of the paper -deals with these 6% specices, but omits several spoecios
recorded from the amrea which cbuld be of Pﬁlﬁunfctic orimin but nlego
havezﬁfricun breeding populations 'nd arc more likely to be of moro
1ocal brlgln ( various herons Arden app., Bgretta app. obte.; the Prot-
incole Glareola pratincola; etc., for which mee Sections IIT & IV). Also
exclpﬁed‘are four Palaearctic birds (the White Stork Ciconin ciconia,
the Shdveler Spntula (Anas) clypeats, the Teal 5nas crecca, and the Len&er
Kestrel Talco naumanni) mentioncd by Hartert (L9L% : Lint of a small '
collection of birds from Hausaland, Northern ngnrln. Zool Zool. 22 1

244—266) sihce it is not always clear in this paper whether the records

were . from Zarin town or Zaria Province (howaver as Zarin is gituatod
near the northern boundary of the Province it may be inferrcd, out of
theoretical 1ntereat that these blrds almost cortainly have ontered

the drea under discussion here).

During the three years (September 1962 to June 1965) of my own Obg-
ervation in the Zaria area, a small number of Palaenrctic pasmerines
have becn caught in01donta11y durlng netting oporatlons for local birds.
This has glven opportunity for conflrmntlon in the hand of the identity
of some confusab%e species (Hlpp@lﬂis, Phyl] seopus ), and such birds
huve been ringed, but for the most part idcntificntiOn ie on field obs-

ervation only, Fdrtﬁnatoly, however, moot apocles are unmigtakable
(given o reasonable view) and in the Spring mbnhhw;mnny mol e apsume
fine breeding plumége.;Undéqbteﬂly thbukh A huge volume of hirds pass
through uncbserved and perhaps, of some spacicve, unmuspectod. Mo Might-

ingele Lugeduis megarhynchos hns yet been rocorded at %nria (although it

ig doubbtless only nmabter of tdmo until 4t im), and thero nrce rather

few records of many dénnoécovnr~lovinﬁ procerines which nust ecrtainly

be regarded ne common er than records supgost - lanf and Sylvin wnrblers
and 5o on. A numbar of Pnlnonrctlc prasorinoe Bpnciun which nre mora-or-
less common in thorn savannah to thei North dvoring the wintor montha
(Bonelli's Warbler Phyllomcopus bonelli, Chiffchoff Ph. collybita, Lessor
Whitethruat Sylvia currﬁcn, Subnlpiné Warbler &, cantillang, Spanilsh

Whentear Uenanthe hispanicn and Isabelline Red-teriled Shrike DLindue

(collurio = criststus) innbellinus) do not extond me Lar Sonth ns Zaria,

ur cloe arce vagrant only.

i
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The geograp'ical origin of the various migrants ~ so far as it can
he determined from identified races with a circumscribed breeding
range - 1is very wide, although mainly European (i.e. western Palacarc-
tiec) #s would be expected. The great majority of Yellow ¥Waptails

Budytes flavus at Zaria belong to the nominate race flavus which breeds

over most of continental Europe; two breeding-plumaged maloe B.f.feldegg

which breeds in the Ballkan Peninsuler and asia Minor have been seen,

and occasional B,f, thunbergl/cinersocapilla, respectively from the

Baltic countries and the Mediterranean. A Bluethroat Oyanosylvia

svecica netted belonged to the White-spotted race cyanecula from central
and southern Burope; a Subalpine Warbler is thought (CHF) to belong to
the nominnte race,brecding in the northern end western Mediterranean;

the Red~throated Pipit snthus cervinus which is common on fadamasg over

much of Nigeria in winter breeds North of the Arctic circle only; and
a Red~tailed Shrike which was shot was of the race speculipgerus* of
Bast Central Asia,

Morel & Bourlidére (1962 : Relations ecologiques des avifaunes secdent-
alre et migratrice dans une savane saheliennce du bas Senepal, La Terre’
et la Vie b : 371-393) have arrived at very interesting figures for the
relative biomasses of sedentary and migratory birds in Scnegal Sahel
savannah. In Uctober ?aléearcﬁic migrants constitute over 10% of the
biomass; unfortnnately comparable figures are not available for Zaria
particularly or Guines Savannah generally, but Iry ( in press, ibid.)
has shown that the commonest species at Zarie are, in descending order
of abundance (passage migvants beiny excluded) :

Passcrines : Yellow Wapgtail, Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus, Red-

throated Pipit, Whinchat Saxicola rubetra, Wheatear ‘Osnanthe oenanthe

with Whitethroat Sylvia communis, Woodchat Lanius sznator.

Non-pagserines : Pnllid Harrier Circus macrourus, Kestrel Falco

tinnunculus+, Wood Sindpiper Tringa glareola, Hoopoe Unupa cpoﬁs?,

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus with Greenshank Glottis nebularius, ..

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygarpus, Little Stint Erolia minute with

Ruff Philomschus pugnax.

The.hnbitat of‘Pmlaearctic birds -~ particularly passerines, at thgir
winter quartoers in Africa is often very different from thal in their
breeding range ﬁeccmmnrily, gince comparable habitats often just do
not exiet in the two areas. Thua, as was pointed ont by Melinertzhagen
(1951 : Some relationships between African, Oriental and Phlaearctic
gonera and species...lbie 93 : 443-460) the Rock Thrush Mohticola-

*iccording to Vaurie (1959 : Birds of the Pplacarctic Fauna. I~ Ppes-
erifovmes) the range is $,E. Rnssian Altal, throughont Outer Monpolia,
Worth to southern Tranabaikalia, to West Manchnria; but the British
Museum (Nat. Hist.) io identifying the specimen point out that this
race intergredes with isabellinus and phoenicuroides and that too much
welght ought not to be given to presumed racisl identity of a single
wintering bird, /cont,

“
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saxatilis in Burope is a wild shy bird of rocky outcrops, screes, and
limestone bluffs, while in Nigeria its favoured habltat is rother open
smvannah woodland; it is rather tame here, and will even penetrate

gardensg &8s at Ahmadu Bello University.

- The temporal distributuon of selected Palaearctic species at Barin
is.shown'in the T-ble opposite. This shows that nbout 22 birds occur
repgularly over the winter months, mostly arriviag in Qctober and depnrt-
ing in March or April. A further five or pix specles Aro woll-marked |
pmasﬂge.migrants;‘élthdumh it is interesting that for a1 throe hip-
undines there are imolmt@d'Jmnuhry records in ~ddltion Lo well-dolined
Autumn and Spring passages. Three species are shown ot o planco Lo be
much commoner on the northward Spring paassnge than on tho moulhbound
fAutumn ~ Red-footed Fnleons Falco vempertinus, lnronenn Swiflte Cypaalun

apus and Spotted Flycatchers Muscicapn strintn, hat dn fnch several

other species are apparently commoner in Soring althongh occurring in
considerable numbers on both pamsames (but note that al the end of the
wet season in Autumn there im much more cover theon at the end of the

dry in Spring; thus birds are more likely to be seen in 8pring).

For purposes of tabulation months are divided into quarters ns in
Smith : Pal., migrants at Vom...Bull., N.0.S. 6 p.29,

2

@P Ferruginous Duck Nyrocm (dythyn) nyroca Vapgrant as Frr South no

©  Laria. One only, on 3th January 1960, This bird was very shy, and an
interesting behaviour wne that it 'swam' from on¢ pond to another over
a few feet of intervening smooth wet mud, the head remnining outstrotched
and the body flattened in exactly thce mame posture as when swimning low
at a shallow surface.

Pintail Dafila (inas) acuta Rere. Single birds on two dates in Oct-
ober were probably Pintails. A flight of 38 including [fine males over
Bamaru leke on 24th January,

Osproy Pandion halialtus (Table 1.) Individuals may remnin np to a
fortnight,

Red~footed Famlcon Falco vespertinus (Table 1.) On 20tk Aprdil 1964
n.flock congervatively ostimated at 500, bhut very probably over throe
@lmes this nuwber, passed nt a gront hoight npnroximntuly NME over
Kufena Rock, Zaria. They were thermalling,nnd Looso flogckn atrelehad
out of sight at opposito horizons. On 2&th and 25th Aprid 1965 huge
flocka were passed through on s journey from Zarin Lo Jog and back,

7 or 8 discrete flocks were soen,the two largost cnch heing nome 2~20
mlleg in length, 1f not dirmeter. Hundrods were in slpht nl UNeQ,
looking moro like Swnllowss than fnlcong; thuy wara L1t and appnrently
hunting, {lying and circling low over thae rond, farmland and woodland,
ond ey have been feeding on grasshoppers, Asmuming that tho locks
Were confined to the vicinity of the road, 5,000 iﬁ atill A connerve
ative estinpte,

. 1 am not nwnre Lhat the winter gquarters nro known, but the aspecies
to well-known to pees northwards up the wesborn edge of the Jos Plat-
eon dn Spring. _

eyt ey o . +
lopynotm cony. from P 36 ¢ "may include Lhe locnl, Fobarufoascone ns
well ng the kMuropean ¥. €, binnunculua. ? may include the loenl

Us souopgnlonsie,




Pandion haliaetus
Felco vespertinus
Féioo tinnunculus
Circactus gallicusl
Circus macrourus
Circus pygargus
Circus aeruginosus
Charadrius dubius
Erolia minutaa
Phiioﬁachﬁs ?ugnax
fictitis hypoleucos
Tringa ochropus
Tringa glareola
Tringa erythropus
Glottis nebularius
Stféptcpéiia turtur
Cypselué Aapus
U'pupa-ep0p83
Jynx torquilla.
Budytes flavus
Anthus trivialis
Anthus cervinus
Muscicapa striata
Monticola saxatilis
Oenanthe.oénaﬁthe

Saxicola rubetra

Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Sylvia communis

Phyllogcopus trochilus

Hirundo rustica
Riparia riparia
Delichon urbica

Lanius senator

38.

each is divided into quarters (szee p.
sents the repgular occurrence of a species between its earliest
~ and latest dates; ‘a dotted line its probable regular occurrence.
The mark s shows isolated occurrences, aund () is a very probable
but not fully substantiated record. Where there is a double
Jhorizontal line, the upper line represents the pericd of peak

numbaers.
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TABLE 1. THE TEMPOR: L DISTRIBUTION OF SOME PALABARCTIC MIGRANTS AT
ZARIA, based on observation from September 1962 to: June 1965.
Months are indicated by Roman numerals IX - X114 I = VI, and -

Y. A s0lid line repre-

U.c.epops or U.(e).

sencpalensis. SER

1. may include C. beandouini; 2. may include E,

\LSO TEXT.
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Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (Table 1.} Frequent from nid-October to
the end of April. Hovering is rare, and has only been secn twice.
Kestrels have been seen attending locuat swarms, along with Lanners
¥, biarmicus.The race concerned is in doubt; the European F.t.tinnunculus
is @ partial wmigrant migrating into tropicgl jfrica, but the Mountain
Kestrel F.t.rufescens has been collected at Zaria and Serle (1943
Further Tield obmervations on Northern Nigerian birds. Tbis 85 ¢ h13-h37)
considered all the wintering Kestrels at Zaria to be of the local race.

Short-toed Bagle Circalitus gallicus The genus Circnltus preseontis
considernble difficulty in identification; all four West African
gpecies have been recorded from Zaria Province (Bannerman), but I do not
pretend to know the genus well and aseume moat of the records of the
large Circalltus to be the present specien rather than beaudonini wince
occurrences are in the winter months (but note paragraph nbove) s P.Ward,
who knows the Short-toed Eagle in lLurope, wap sure that nll socn by him
were C, gallicus. Regularly seen from the lnst week 'of Qelobor to the
gecond week of May, with one (¢. benudouini?) on 17th Junc, an Immature

birdo
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus {(Table 1.)

Montagu'sﬁﬂarrier C. pygargus (Tablo 1.) 'Ringtail' harrioers (tho
females and imnatures of these two epecies and the Hen Harrier C. cyanous

. which has not been shown to occur in West Alfrica) are commonly seen from

Lith week October until 3rd week April. ThePallid Harrier is much Lhe
commoner, and I have seen only 11 male Montagu's Harricrs at Zarin in 3
years. The earliest date for C, macrourus is 25th Octobery the earlicst
undoubted C. pygargus is in the lst week January, and thoe latest ringtail
16th April. '

Marsh Harrier Circus seruginosus (Table 1.) Regular but rather un-
common 4th week October to 3rd week March, It prefers fadamas or flooded
preas near the river, but also hunts widely over degraded savannah and
farmland. ' S '

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius (Table 1.) An uncommon migrant
on the river Galma and smaller streams. One Autumn record, lst November;
ieveral occurronces from February to April, generally of partices of 5 or

birds. .

. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus Sporadic frow Hth week
October to 4th week dpril (22nd). Generally single birds or pnirs, but
an autumn flock of 13.

Common Snipe Capella gallinago

Great Snipe C. medis  Snipe are rogular ih small numbers in marshes,
on the river Galma flood-plain, and on watcr-mendows, notably the lower
end of the airport, bul are seldom identificd specificnlly. The mnjority
are C, media, but C, gallinago has' been Ldentifiod pomitively on n fow
occanions. From lst November to 2lst March,

' Curlew~-Sandpiper Erolia testacen 34 Spring records, in 10065
2nd February and 2lst Marchy aad 29th Maren (N.J.8kinmer), ALl wminglo birds.

(Dunlin Erolia alpina Two birdm very probnbly of thie apoclon ou
27th Octobor 1963, )

Tittle Stint Epolim minuta (Table 1.) Fairly regularly noled on
receding lakoes and pools from lst October to 2lat April, but on the
River Niger near Pategpl 1 have secen small flocks as Lale np 19th May.
Many Zaria records from all months bebtween October and April, of flocks
of  to 15 birds. Temminck's Stint 5. temminckii hne never boen positively
identified here, and all observations of stints are thoupght to rafor o
the presont species, (Addendum : onc, Samaru, 8th May (i.J.8kinrer).

Ringed Plover Charadrius histicula. Rares; four, Samnru Loke Gth Mny. 1963
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Ruff Philomachus pugnax (Table 1.) 8Small flocks recorded from .
Masks Dam, Samaru dlake and the river Galma in all monthe except Febr-
uary from 4th Octoher to 22nd,May. In March and April the legs be-
come more intensely‘redworange}?and April records of Redshank (g.v.)
which have been given to me very likely refer to Ruffs.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoléucbs (Pable 1.) Regular, but
never very common 1lst waek October (errliest : 4th) to the first week
Moy, with peaks in October/November and April : :

X XD XIT I II ITI IV V

B 10 5.7 5 8 22 4 ... summed monthly totals.
A single bird at Maska 0n’7th July.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus (Table 1,) Evenly but thinly dis-
tributed along mandy streams, in ones end twos. More than five will
galdom be seen in a day's walk alonpg such atreams. Aboul March, when
the stmams are drying, there is a tendoncy for Green Sandpipers to
move onto lakes, but they certainly prefer less open situations.
Earliost, Gth Octobor; latest 15th April.

Wood Sandpiper Trinpea glareola (Table 1l.) There is a very shnarp
habitat separation of this and the preceding species,..the Wood Send-
piper favouring the edges of lakes, and less commonly, widsér stretches
of the river Galma, while the Green Sandpiper is restricted durinpg the
earlier winter months to the many sandy streams, more or leas well wood-
ed, which meander through the savanna; such streams are about 5 metres
wide and flow cerses soon, although ﬂtﬂndlnF poola remain until Febr-
uary or March,

At Meska and elpewhere Wood Sandpipers occur in flocks up to 30
on Autumn and Spring passages, and @e common and widespread throughout:
the winter months, arriving in the 4th weck October (earliest : 26th)
and staying until the end of April (l=test : 2nd May). Display and
copulation have been seen in April. (/ 8th May -~ N.J.Skinner)

Kedshank [ringa totanus One, 25th November 1962,

Dusky Redshank Tringa erythfopus (Table 1.) Occasional from 25th
November (1l birdsy until 25th March, plus a probable on 29th May
GnJOH@E).

Greenshank Glottis nebularius (Table 1.) A rather common and wide-
gprend visitor during the winter months, arriving in the lst week of
October (earlieast ¢ lst) and staying until the end of April (25th).

The hnbitat is similar to that of the Green Sandpiper -~ small sandy
streams in savannah, but the Grecnshank aleso takes to the larger

rivers like the Galma and Kaduna. (On the middle Niger this spocies was
noticed daily from 18th to 22nd May). (Addendum: 22nd May -~ N.J, Skinnor).

- Marsh Sandpiper TrJnga stagnntllis Uncommoni single birds orx pairs_
~on 28,XI, 9.XII, 8.1 and 21-25,IIT.(excluding preleGP roecords). '

Curlow Numenius arquatus One, Maska, date? (P.Ward). B.Butlor (perr.
comm,) sailt he hunrd Curlews overhoad at Samaru at nipght several times.

Caspian Tern Hydropro@ne caaplia One, R.Galma, May 1959 (P,Ward) .

White-winped Black Torn Chlidonias leucopterus kare, although prob-;.
ably regular on the River Kaduna. Three on 25th May; four marsh terns
prohnbly of this speciocs on 2Llst November and one on lat January,

Whiskered Torn Chlidonins leucoparein. One, lst May, 1958 (P.Ward).

:'Europenn Turtle-Dove Streptopelis turtur (Table 1.) A flock of 11«
at Maska Dam on 8th Jnnuary 1964, and 1% birds almost ceriainly of this
spocien at the same plncc on ?7Lh Docember 1964, These would refer to
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S.t.turtur, of whichothere is also a wintering concentration near
Hadejia (12%° N., 10° E.) and not to the Saharan §.t.hogprara.

European Swift Cypselus apus {(Table 1i) A well-definnd passage
migrant, with rather few Autumn records howaver, from hth October to
2nd November., On the Spring passage very large flocks are recorded,
either moving lefisurely over open country, or over lakes, or on insel -
berge, wherce the birds roost. o R

Pallid Swift Cypselus pellidus This specics is included only with
reservation, since specimens would be desirable to confirm [icld ident-
ificntion, In May 1963 there was a remarkable passage of swifts of
several species, observed at Kufena Rock, Zaria,; where tho birds
gathered in the late afternocons to roost. Pallid Swilte wore tdontified
by direct compsrison with undoubted C, apus, C. moelba, C. cafilor,
¢. aocquatorialis and Colletopters affinisg., Pnlm Swifle Cypsiurig
parvug were also present. Numberw of €. pallidus were ao follows

May 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 2lst
15 20 150 fow 3 1

Alpine 8wift Cypselus melba One, Kufona Rock, 2lal Mny 19063,

Hoopoe Upupa epops (Tnble 1l.) I have been unable to ‘ascertain
the race of Hoopoes at Zaria. All rocords fall between the end of
Hovember and the middle of June, and bilrds could he the Buropcan
U.e.epops or the local U.{eclsencgelensis. Hoopoes are fnirly common
in well-woouded savannah and large moture grrdens and are commonly

heard, There are no locol breeding records Trom Zarin. Iarlicst 3
25rd November; latest : 2lst June.

Buropean Boe-eater Merops apiaster -Casual: 20 on 29th Septomber
1963, and 14 three days later. The voice is similar to that of the
White-throated Bee-eater ABrops albicollis, which im very common on
passage from mid-October to mid-November, so that voice records of the
latter should always be checked visually. '

Wryneck Jynx torguilla (Table 1.) Rathoer uncommohly rocorded from
25th Uctober until 7th February (1962/3% : 0; 1963/h : 63 1964/5 @ 1)
without exception in scantily-wooded heavily eroded country. Not a bird
which gives itself away, and probably more common sand widemprend Lhan

“records would indicate. ’ '

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Rare. 8ingle birds 3uth Movembor and
17th January (river Galma). : :

Yellow Wagtail Budytes flavus (Table 1.) . The commonost Pulacarchic
migrant at Zaria. Earliost, 22nd October; it 1s common by the first weck
of November and remains so until mid-April, Up to 100 have hoon seon
-por day din-March ,but no roohts bove bean Tound and Yollow Waprtndils are
less abundent than on the Plateau. Latest : 17th Muy, Most raclolly
identifinble males are B.f,flavus; occamionnl B, f. thunberpgi /einoreocnpilla
have been noted in Jenuary, and one B.f.foldegg on Bin Jonunry.

- Eree Pipit Anthus trivialis Rerely recorded, but may be in fact n
regular and not uncommon passage migrant., VYositive records on Pth Nove
embers 27th February, and 1Lth and 22und March., (Pable 1.)

Red-thronted Pipit Anthus cervinng (Table 1.) A very common, Af ine-
conspicuous, hird in suitable habit.ats from Novombor {onrlicst 15th)
to the end of 4pril (lntest @ 24th May), Un short-prass mendows border-
ing Maska Dam, Semaru lake, and ~ particularly - on tho river Galma
flood~plain, ‘

. Bpotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata (Table 1.) The situation at
doria is almost exactly the same as oOn thoe Platem (Smith, Bull. N.0.5,
g). In the lost three years I have only one¢ futumn record 4 a single
bird on 26th October, but esch Spring there is a short, well-dafined
pausage invidlving n vory large number of birds. Peak numbers occur from
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ahout ahth Lpril to 12th May, during =« few days of which period in
each year Spotted Flycatchers are very much in evidence in well-
formed.woodland as at Anara Forest Reserve near Kaduna, or in Zaria
Forest Reserve. Earliest and 1ntest dates for the Snring passage are
19th Aprll and 13th May.

Picd rlycatcher Flcedula hypoleuca {or Collared Flycatcher which .
is however very much rarer in Nigeria). Rare. A Ficedula identified
on 27th February, and probables have been noted on 2hth January and
16th March. : .

Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis (Table 1.) This bird is thinly
distributed from the beginning of November until mid~-March (28th Oct-
ober; 15th March) in open erosion areas where low shrubs are scattered
in stony gullies, or. bhetter wooded land and even gardens. fAs with
Redstarts (to which I consider Monticola is closely welated) there is
considerable fidelity to a chosen circumscribed wmnterlng area or
territory. I have only 24 records in three years, spread evenly over
the winter months.’

Wheatear Uenanthe oenanthe  (Table 1l.)Widespread and common from the
ziddle . of November until lst week March. One of the earliest Palae~
arctic migrants to leave. Latest at Zaria 2lst Mqrch (R B. Walker),' .
at Filinga (12° 40' N.), 3lst March. a

~ Whinchat 8axicola rubetra'(Table 1.) Another common and widespread
winter visitor, in equivelent sorts of hebitats to its Palaearctic
ones - open farmland, edges of fadamas,- fences and telegraph wires,
degraded savannah with low shrubs, and partlcularly the wide flood~-
plain of the river Galma. From mid- October to mid- -May (9th October-
6th June) .

Redstart’ Phoenlcurusuphdénlcurus (Table 1.) Common and widely .
distributed wherever there is. sufficient cover; notably subuvban,
and along lightly wooded sandy streams, and in forest reserVEs, -and
thickets anywhere. Appears at Zaria with regularity about the first
of November (earliest, 3lst October), remaining within the same small
area until mid;March_(latGSt, 2hth). Breeding plumage is acquired, or
nearly so, before departure. ’ : :

Bluethreoat Cyanosylvia svecica cymnecula fAn adult netted at Maska
Dam on 3rd December 1962. An immature bird had been glimpsed there the
previous day. Inhabiting dense growths of Mimosa pigra and grasses
standing in a.few inches of water at the edge of the- lakew - -

wWhitethroat Sy1v1a'communls (Table l ) Prequently observed frcﬁ .
18t November until 24th March, but skulking, and doubtless comMOner
than records indicate. Little more than 50 casual records onlv, in 3
years. :

Garden Warbler Sylv1a borln Rarely ecorded, but probable frequent
in dense thickets, although whether throughout the, winter, or on pass~
age only I cannot say. Netted on 17th and 26th November, and probzblé
sight records on 3lst October and 5th May.

Blackcap Sglv1n atribnpilla A female, AJB.U., l6th Novembor 1964
(C.H.F.) snd one same place Zuth Novewber 1964 (N.J.Skinner). | _
excoptlonal number of Blackcaps were recorded in Nigeria that ﬁutumn.

Subalnlne Warbler Sylv1a cantlllanﬁ One shot (S.c cantillans?),
male, A.B.U. 13th December 1962. N male watched same place 25th
February 1964, Both in garden hedges.

Icterlne Warbler Hlppolals lcterlna

Melodlous Warbler. Hlppolals polyglotta There is a useful and well~
illustrated discussion of this Gifficult genus in Wallace (1964
Field-identification of Hippolails warblers. Brit. Birds 57 @ 282-301).
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There are 4 definite Spring records of H, icterina at Zaria : 19th
April (killed at night against wires at Jajil Tranemitting Station,
Kaduna road), 25th April (2 hirds, field obs.), 1l2th May (nettfed)

and 3lst May (killed by cat). In addition field records on 13th,

2z2nd (2) and 23rd April probable refer to icterilna. Thus the pattern
of migration at Zaris is similar to that at Vom (Smith, ibid.). The
question is, what happens to the Melodious Warblers which winter over
much of Nigeria - why do they not appear on Spring passapge in the
North ? Undoubtedly H, polyglottn is much more widespread and frequent
in Nigeria in winter than H, dcterina, and it winters cxclusgively in
West Africa (Bannerman). At Zaria I have idontified singing Melodious
Warblers on 12th December, 12th and 16th March, with a probable on
24th February.

Olivaceous Warbler Hippoleois pallida One stayed in my parden (I
Failed to net 1t) from 1lth December 1964, when 1t wim singing, until
8th March 1965, No other Zerin record, although this ppoecies T would
judge to -be common further North in the dry scagon c.p. in Kano, Pobw
iskum, Maiduguri, Lake Hatu (near Sokolo) and at Kwatarkwashi [ have
found singing H,p~llida frequently to commonly from Nevenbor to Feb-
ruary, A Potiskum bird was H,p.opaca.

Reéd"Warblbr'Acrccephaluﬁ scirpaceous Included on the stronpgth of
one singing at Birni'n Gwarri on 30th March, but almosl cortalnly
occurs regudarly, if sparsely, around Zaria.

Sedpe Warbler Acrocephalus schocnobaenus Regular in reedy wator-
side situations, riverine Mimosn thickets ete., from 25th Uctober to
23rd March, Not particularly common.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus (Table 1.) Regular, but
recorded less frequently than for example the Whitethront, from mid-
October (earliest, 4th) to April., Latest certailn recrrd 8th April;
but Phylloscopi very probably of this speciles on 27th April and 12th
May. Once heard singing in February.

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Rarely recorded, but probably
commoner than records would indicate on pnasapge. Positively identified
on 30th March (Birni'n Gwarri), 13th April, 19th April (killed at Jaji
Transmitting 8tation), 13th April and 15th May. A probnble Wood Warblex
on 28th November,

Buropean Swallcw-Hirundo rustica (Teble 1,) Passnge migrant in very
substantisl numbers, Flocks of 10 - 30-in Autumn from 27th Beptember
(earliest) to 28th October (latest), and larger flocks or brond-front
movements in Spring from 25th March to 2nd May. One mid-winter record,
of 3 birds at Samsru lnke on 5th January.

Sond Martin Riparia riparia (Table 1.) Passare migrant in emall
numbers. Outside dates : Hth to 27th O¢Lobery 2lol March to 10th May.
A single bird on 17th Jnnuary wns of the presont mpecien rnd notl
R. paludicola which is widoly distributeq locAally.

Houso Martin Delichon urbica (Tabhle 1.) Prgisngo migrant, ofton
peen in large flocks (c¢.200 birds), Outside dabos : Antumn, 6Gth Ogt-
ober to Yth December; Spring, 10th Morch to 30th Moy, 'he penk Aut~
unn passage in in the last week of Octobor to rrd wooelk Novembor, bk
llouse Murting have boen seen regularly until the Doecombor dnbte. Thoro
i no defincd Spring poeak. an interenting mid-winter record is of a
flock of %0 birds on 19th January.

Grent csre should be temken to dlstihpulah House Martine from Preuss!
CLiff~8wnllow Lecythoplagtog preussl, since the two birds resemble each-
other clomely in plumape, size, behaviowr (evon voice) and habitat, and
frequently oceur in mixed flocks together. In [net, glven a reasonablo
view, there should bo no difficulty; the House Martin is elosnor cub,
morc boldly black-and-whito, with black cap sharply domarcnted from
pure white thront snd underside, white rump, and blnck back, Preuss’
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ClLiff-Swallow is less boldly contrasted., The rump is off-white or
pinkish, the black back streaked with whitish, the underside off-
white rather than pure white, and there is a dark chestnut wedge
through and behind the eye. It is not at all t'wrare bird that
Bannerman makeas it out to be.

Red-tailed Shrike Lanius isabellinus One, 8th January 1964 and
one on 21-23rd March 1964. The former was on the river Galma flood-
plain, and the latter, which was shot after prolonged unsuccessful
attempts to net it and proved to he L,l.speculigerus , was at Samaru
lake. ‘

Woodchat Lanius_senator (Table 1.) A regular viesitor, common and
widespread outside the more heavily wooded areas, from the beginning
of November to the end of April (earliest, 20th October; latest, 15th
May). Peak numbers apparently in November, January and April :

X XL XIL I TII IXI IV vV

32 10 3 16 5 7 20 5 ... summed monthly totals.

Ortolan Bunting EBmberiza hortulana A wale, Kufena Rock, Zaria on
25th December 1963%.

BREEDING OF THE YELLOW-THRO!TED LONG-CLAW

MACRONYX CROCEUS CROCEUS

J.R.Lang

The Long-claw has a long breeding season, as noted by Bannerman
(Birds of Trop. West Afr., Vol IV p. 83-87) who states that August
geems to be tle-principal month, but gives evidence of eggs found at
Lokoja on 1LOth wpril, and half-fledped younpg at Ikoyi on 24th October,
and details of nests found in every intermediate month., He also gives
a good description (p. 87) of building operations. Vol, VIII p.372
contains a good description of the typicel nest.

On the Jos Plateau, July and August have been accepted as tho main
bresding months by V.W.Smithl'Z. Last year I found five nesbs within
full vioew of our house at Vom, from July to October, and al&eady this
year. the birds are paired off, and one of a pair was seen collecting
nesting material on 1%th May. On 29th December, at the Vom waptail
roopt, I saw a family of three long-claws consisting of male, female
and a youngster. This is six miles from our house, so presumably ind-
icates another very late brood (perhaps late Optbber?).‘How long is a

Yellow~throated Long~claw family likelt to remain together ?

All nests found have been constructed Qf an outer grdmg structure
and a neat inner lining of rootlets; they have all been open cups
Placed at the base of a tussock of grass., Only two of the nests were

occupied, each having two epgs only,





