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ClLiff-Swallow is less boldly contrasted., The rump is off-white or
pinkish, the black back streaked with whitish, the underside off-
white rather than pure white, and there is a dark chestnut wedge
through and behind the eye. It is not at all t'wrare bird that
Bannerman makeas it out to be.

Red-tailed Shrike Lanius isabellinus One, 8th January 1964 and
one on 21-23rd March 1964. The former was on the river Galma flood-
plain, and the latter, which was shot after prolonged unsuccessful
attempts to net it and proved to he L,l.speculigerus , was at Samaru
lake. ‘

Woodchat Lanius_senator (Table 1.) A regular viesitor, common and
widespread outside the more heavily wooded areas, from the beginning
of November to the end of April (earliest, 20th October; latest, 15th
May). Peak numbers apparently in November, January and April :

X XL XIL I TII IXI IV vV

32 10 3 16 5 7 20 5 ... summed monthly totals.

Ortolan Bunting EBmberiza hortulana A wale, Kufena Rock, Zaria on
25th December 1963%.

BREEDING OF THE YELLOW-THRO!TED LONG-CLAW

MACRONYX CROCEUS CROCEUS

J.R.Lang

The Long-claw has a long breeding season, as noted by Bannerman
(Birds of Trop. West Afr., Vol IV p. 83-87) who states that August
geems to be tle-principal month, but gives evidence of eggs found at
Lokoja on 1LOth wpril, and half-fledped younpg at Ikoyi on 24th October,
and details of nests found in every intermediate month., He also gives
a good description (p. 87) of building operations. Vol, VIII p.372
contains a good description of the typicel nest.

On the Jos Plateau, July and August have been accepted as tho main
bresding months by V.W.Smithl'Z. Last year I found five nesbs within
full vioew of our house at Vom, from July to October, and al&eady this
year. the birds are paired off, and one of a pair was seen collecting
nesting material on 1%th May. On 29th December, at the Vom waptail
roopt, I saw a family of three long-claws consisting of male, female
and a youngster. This is six miles from our house, so presumably ind-
icates another very late brood (perhaps late Optbber?).‘How long is a

Yellow~throated Long~claw family likelt to remain together ?

All nests found have been constructed Qf an outer grdmg structure
and a neat inner lining of rootlets; they have all been open cups
Placed at the base of a tussock of grass., Only two of the nests were

occupied, each having two epgs only,
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Fig., 1.~ 8ituations of nests with distances in yards from house.

Nest No, 1 July 2th Building in progress
- Ay Gth Dirt in comploted nost; no agys; no birds fn vicinity

Nast No, 2 Aug  Sth fn older neat found derolict near No 15 o rootlet Hning; novie used,

Host No, 3 hwg 18th Nost under conslruction
Mg 2ist Rootlot lining of nest now in placo
hug 22nd First egg Taid
Aug 23nd Second ogy Tatd

Only one bird (probably the wale) pathorea matorinls, the
other secming to mct ns decoy. There wns n apecilnl call system
betwoen the two ¢ after placing matoerial on the nest, the male
left to get wore, colling "ooo-dili-coo", When fta benk was
full, it enlled "tee" ns it rose Lo {ly the 60 ynrdn hack Lo
the nest. Ito mate flew aftor L, or Llinded prominently » fow
yards from it, calling "tee~00.1 . b Leo=00, 4 boo=00M,

Sopt Ath Both egqs stil unhatched
Sept Sth . loth egys hatched during tho day {14 and 13 days’ incubation respectivaly)

sopt 10th Doth nestlings well
Sept 16th (11h day) Parents nowhere neae the nost and no slgn of neatlings - eaten?
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Nest No. & This was an old ﬁést fouhd‘duﬁing ﬁugdéf{ but of the 1964 season.
Nost No. 5 (Based on findings at No. 3 nost, this was probably started about T4tk September, and the aggs
laid about 19th/20th Septoaber, } '

Oct 2nd  Nest found near site of Mo, 4; contained ¢/2, one already cracked and one about to hatch.

et 10th  Only ono nastling eft in the nest; well grown.

et 11th  From the hide it was quite possibly to note that the female has- appreci ably less black
a 'vaistcoat' than the male, and it is a shallow Vshape rather than a U-shape {no
soxual difforences in plunago are mentioned in Bannerman 1V, nor in his shorter work,
nor by Elgood (#irds of West African Town and Garden), '

Uet 13th  Hestling woli-~foathered, and fod by the fomale on quite a Targe wingod insect; later a
faccal pollot was depostted on the edgo of tha nest and renoved by the fomalo on hor
next visil, The male was nowhero to bo seen,

Uct M5th  Found nost deserted (12th or 13th day after hatching 7), but {he female was very active
and noisy round about, voicing a now call - "Figara, figaro, figare, figaro",

et 16th  Both adutt birds very vocal, and diving down into the grass, fiying off in great agitation
if disturbod, Does ihis suggest thal the young bird was still alive and boing fed in the
yrags 7

I Lt posgible that all theso nosts represent the breeding activity-
of one pair of Yellow-throated Lonr-clows? The other peires had aiff-

erent territorles nemrby.
Referances : Smith, V.M, (1962) Somo birds which broed noar Yom, Northern Nigoria. Mg, Fiold 27 434
Snith, V.M, (1964)  Further notos on birds broeding near Von, Nor thern Nigerias Pt 11, Nigs Feld 28 161174,

THE 8POITED HONEY-GUIDE INDICATOR MACULATUS,

A NIW BIRD FOR NIGERIA

J.A.Button

On 13th January 1965 I netted a specimen of Indicator m.macﬁlaxus

Gray, the Spotted Honey-guide, on Topo Island. The mist-net was sited
at a point zpproximately a quarter of a mile West of the non-catering
rest-house, at right antles to a narrow belt of dense thorn bush
fringing the lagoon, and adjacent to a pntch of Borassus palms and
Mango trecs Mangifera.Thc position is always a good one for a net,
seldon less than ten birds béing caught in a day, I have never seen

this specles apart from the occasion of its capture.

Bannerman's (1953 : Dirds of West and Equat, Africa, Vol. 1 p.741-2)
references to the habitat of this little-known Indicator are none too
oxplicit : "The Spotted Honey-puide is found in dense bush and on the

edge of forest in Upper Guinea'; and again i "Indicator maculatus

maculatun Gray in restricted to Upper Guinca. The type specimen came
from Gembin, where it must ho found in the desort bush, ne there is no
trec forest left in the Gambhia, From Sierra Leone to Liboria there are
nlso varioun records, but it hag not been found as yel in the Gold

Coast or Nigerin, thoupgh it mumt be expceled to occur there'.

e Topo Island environment may be described ns 'Suvannah~coagtal',
with a corresponding avifauna {(ef, Button, & Fry, Bull., N.,0.S8. 2 :
5=7; Wood-iobinson, Bull, N,0.8. 5 : 18)

crovn ol§vo grom, forchead brighler, nape duller clivo; bases of feathers lHghter so
that whon erected, nape appears Tghter, Eye brown, Tids baro of Teslhers, Exbornal
nares oval and surrounded by prominent bristles o Bi11 shorl and conical, horn

Dascription Head






