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they elready bred. Before this avont the latest I have seen what I havo
usvally taken to be epops is 25th May: in the case of this Juno 1963 wavo,
Koduna as a whole must heve had about a hundrod opops ouoh_dny for a
Portnight. From the viey the nwibors and areas of reports varied 1 should
say it was not a question of one lot of bixds remaining statlo for o
fortnight but of o wave passing through Kaduna and laating for this pordod,.
This 1s a very late dete for any Buropecn migrant, howevor, go one ooannot

entirely exolude the possibility of these bivds boing sengpalensda. Dy vey

of oontrast I saw only a pair in 196k (Juno 14th) and nothing letur thun

April in 1965,
M, Skillotor,

1. Smith, VW, (1962) Some birde which breod noar Vom, Northern Nigorla
Nig Feld 27 ¢ 4 - 3

2, Smith, V.W. (1964) Purther notes on birds broeding near Von.
Nig.Fileld 29 ¢ 100 -~ 117.

Collared Bunbird feeding on berries, On 4th April 196% the writers

observed o number of Collared Sunbirds Anthreptes collaris apparently

feeding in a tengled clump of Alchornea cordifolin (Euphorbiaccae) in

the Ifg University Blological Gardon., Obgervation at close¢ range with
the ald of x12 binoculars indicated that they werc mainly concerned
with the fruiting stems of the plant, At first it was nssuned that they
were taking insects but sfter somc minutes a c¢lear view wno obtainod of
a male bird actually holding one of the distinctive red povds in ite

t3i1l, To our surprise it promptly swallowed it.

Bates (vide Bannerman 1948) rccords an unusually mixed dirt in this
species of sunbird, including insects (both imagines and larvae), swall

cpiders, minute snail shells and fruits. The seeds of A, cordifolin

arc, nonetheleds, surprisingly largc (8,5 mm long) for such o small

bird, K.F.Blackwell and D.R.Wulls

A nest of the Buff-throated Sunbird. Bannerman (1953, The Birds of

West and Lquatorial Africa) states that the nest, ueso nnd broeoding of

the Buff-throated Sunbird Chalcomitra adelbortl have nol hoen dencribed,

nal ag I know of no “escriptions sinco that date, it may be of dntorest
L. record that T found a nest with two wel'l-grown nestllogn in o pgorden
Shapam, Western Region, on 10th February 1962, The nest wan bullt
t. abuve the ground, in the shade of a canopy of creepers envelop-
@ ydng tree about 20 ft. high., The extornal appearanec of tho noent
very closely resembled that of Lts conpenoer the Searlet-breastod Sun-

bird C. scnegalengis, & slightly untidy (for a sunbird) jeckot of

vilrous plant material suspended amonpgst a few dry-looking leavos at
the end of a twig of the tree, perhaps dncorporating nowme of these

leaves into the structure of the jnckolt, and finished at the bottom
inio a straggly point or beard of wispy fibres and/or opidors!' webs.

The entrsnce hole was ut the side, facing tengentiolly with respect
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to the tree, and with a slight overhang or 'porch'.l was able to see
inside the nest (om a visit two days later) by climbing the tree and
pulling that part of the canopy towards me, and the lining of the

nest differed in constructionfr = o jacket. It was fibrous and whitish
and probably consigted of kapok (Bombax)s I was fairly sure that there
were not more than two nestlings. Both parents were watched for a short
time taking food to the nest and removing faeccal pellets, Eggshells
could not be found in the vicinity. No association with venomous

insects was notilced.

In mhort, the breeding is apparently just like that of C. senegal-
enpls, as would be expected. The date, however, is unusual. Although
sunbirds have a falrly protracted breeding season, they are definitely
wet-peagon breeders, and this ie the only dry~-season sunbird nesting
racord I have made - and the height of the dry season at that.

C.H.Fry

Sexual behaviour of the Hammerkop. At Waza National Park in Northern

Cameroun, in February 1962, a group of 3 Hammerkops Scopus umbretta

at a water-hole were observed 'rcverse mounting', One bird hopped on
another's back, spread its wings and utterecd shrill cries, After half
a minute it hopped down. The bird which had been below then Jjumped
onto the third bird's back and performed similarly. There is a photo- -
graph of this strange performance in Memoires de 1l'Institut Francais
d'Afrique NWoire No. 48 : Le Parc National du Niokolo-Kobaj Dakar, 1956

.

(p. 88). Stowell (1954, A note on the behaviour of Scopus umbretta,
Ibis gg 1 150-151) describes in some detail this behaviour, which he

witnessed at Lake Victoria on three occasions. H.H.Gray

Whito-throated Bee-caters breeding in Nigeria. In view of the fact

that the White-throated Bee-cater Aerops albicollis is suelh an abunde-

ant, widespread and conspicuous bird in winter in the southern half

of this country and on passage thronghout the gountry, it is remark-
sble that thew is but little more than surmise as to its breeding in
West Africa in the literature. Bannerman (1953%) says that it "...breeds
in...May to Sepltember in the arid northern belt...For a long time its
breeding place was not discovered, but we now know that it repairs to
the edge of the Sahara to rear its young, excavating holes in the gldes
of rain gullies well within the desert." Ward (pers. gomm.) noted the
presence of birds in the viecinity of Npuru in summer and thought there
might bo a broeding population, On 29th June 1965 on a journey from
Maidugurd to Malam'fatori at the mouth of the River Yobe (and on the
return journey on 1lth July) pairs of Whito-throated Bee-enters were
much in evidence albng the whole route éxcupt within 20 miles of Maid-
uguri, and theme birds wera almbst certainly broeding. The North—
Westorn route out of Maiduguri was taken, via Mapumeri ( 122 ol N.,
12° 481 B.) to Damarsac, g0 if these birds were breeding, they were

doing so well within the accepted area of Sudan Savannab as wgll 85



