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MIGRATION OFF THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA IN MARCH 1965

e wm

D.R.Wells
In view of the report by Hopgon et al.(Bull. Nig. Orn. Soc. 2 No. 6

(1965): 49-51) of birds seen on a voyage from Liverpocl to L-gos in
_September 1964 the following observations made on a similar voyage
made durlng the early part of the northward Palaearctic mlgratlon period
in March 1965 may be of interest. These observations (from the m.v.
Aureol) covered the 10 day perlod from 13th to 22nd March ineclusive. The
routu approxlmated to that given by Hopson though Bathurst was hypassed
and stops were made at Las Palmas and Monrovia. The apnrcx1mate latitude

position of the ship at noon is included in each day s log.
March 12th Left Liverpool after dusk.

March 13th Noon latitude about-50g ﬁi:“Lesser Black~backed Gﬁlis
Larus fuscus and Herring-Gﬁlls L, érgentatué followed the ship throughout
the day. Kittiwakes Rissa tridactyla, Gannets Sula bassana, Guillemots/

Razorbills Uria aalge/Alca torda, Great Skuas Stercorarius skua and

Arctic Bkuas §, parasiticus were seon at intervals, though none in large

numbers. A pipit Anthus sp. appeared at 1000 hrs. and followed the éhip
in fog for 20 minutes. Mareh 1lhth - in fog for much of the day.

March. 15th  Noon latitude -about 38° N. Weather still foggy. Oecasional

Arcti¢ and Pomarine Skuas 3. pomarinus,uéwkh4-

March 16th  Noon latitude about 32° N. Entered-olear Weather by 0800

hrs. Storm petrels ( ?Wilson's Petrel Oceanites oceanicug) and Cory's

Shearwaters Procellaria diomedea common from dawn onwards; two. White-

faced Petrels Pelagodroma marina; occasional Arctic and Pomarine Skuas;

small groups of Puffins Fratercula arctica ‘at frequent intervals, swimming

northwards.

March 17th  Dock:d at Las Palmas at dawn and left at 1400.hrs.
Herring Gulls (yellow-legged raqe)‘cqmmqn_in the harbour; a few Lesser
Black-~backed Gulls and Blackjheaded Gulls Larus ridibundus. Thirty Little
Egrets Egretta garze?ta wereﬂgg?ﬁ sitting on raocks 200 yards off the

beach, A solitary Phylloscopus warbler P. trochilus/collybita was seen

in a town garden.

Marclr 18th  Noon latitude about 22° N, Weather fine; wind NE, fresh,

Groups of Grey Phalaropes Phalaropus fulicarius, two to eight per group,

were first scen at 0730 and thereafter at five to fifteen minute inter~
vals throughout the day (observations ceased at 1900 hrs). Most birds
were swimming and took flight as the ship approached. Several immature
Gannets present round the ship, throughout the day; .one Lesser Black-

backed Gull; one Sendwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis; one Great Skua; oce-

asional Pomarine Skups nnd storm petrels (two species 70cennitoes



89,

Lo

oceanicus and ?Uceancdroma ¢astro). Two White Wagtails Motacilla alba

on board at O0940; a lark flying on a NE heading and a flock of 10 more

at 1135 hrs {(species not identified); a Bluethroat Cyanosylvia svecica

on board at 160u hrs; a Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides flying on a NE
heading at 1612 hrs.

. 0 . : . . . "
March 19th  Noon latitude about 16 N. Weather fine; wind NE, frcsh.

Small groups of Grey Phalaropes encountcred throﬁghouﬁ the day, as on
the previous - day. 4 Woodchat Shrike Lanlus senator, hitherto unnotlced

left the ship at 0810 hrs and flew off NE; a Wryneck Jynx torqullla on

] beard,; exhausted, and remained with the ship until 1600 hrs, A Barn

Swallow Hirunde rustica appeared at 0820 hrs and flew round the ship for

the rest of the day; a pipit flew past on a NE heading at 0920 hrs and

a Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus .passed also on a NE heading. at..1150 hrs

hrs, A Radstart Phoenlcurus phoenlcurus was on board at 1605 hrs.

Occas:.onal Pomarine Skuas and storm petrels (?ocean:.cus and °castro),

March 20th Noon 1ﬂtltudb about 10 N.., Weather fine, wind S-8E,

light., Groups of Grey Phalaropes encountered “throughout the day, and
a raft of one hundred and fifty birds passed-at 1500 hrs. Pomarine
Skuas freguent; three Cory's Shearwaters; one Great Shearwater

Procellaria gravis; occasional Wilson's. Petrélsi

March 21st  Docked at Freetown at dawn; left at 1400 hrs. Six to

eight Grey-head:d Gulls Larus cirrhocephalus around the anchorage. '

Black Terns Chlidonias nigra abundant .in the harbour area and in the .

egstuary.

March 22nd Docked at Monrovia at dawn; left at 1035 hrs. Black
Terns abundant in the harbour, At sea . occasional Cory's Shearwaters;
frequent Pomarine Skuas (thirty in the wake of the ship at dusk).

Four Grey Phalaropes were seen between 1700 and 1800 hrs,

March 23rd and 24th No observations. Arrived Apapa March 25th. -

The Grey Phalarope was encountered more or less contlnuously along
a 1,500 mile line from_ approxn.mately 23 N. to approx:}_mately 5 N,
i.e¢« from the Tropic to the 1at1tudo of Cape Palmas. The greatest con-
centration occurred between -2-) N and 9 'N. Alexander (1955) in fact
cites West African coastal waters as a major wintering grdﬁnd of this
Arctic breeding species in the Atlantic. Theése watéers are’'influences by
the Canaries Current which flows down ‘the .North-West coast of Africa
to feed the Northern Equatorlal Current at. about’ the 'point of the
bulge', and its subsidiary the Guinea Current which continues East

round the bulge.

These coastal currents bring in rélatively colder water from
higher latitudes and there is alsd. ' some-Local upwbll:t_np‘ of colder

water from the decper layers of the ocean (Sverdrup, John-son and



90.

and Flemlng, 1946). Both cold water sources carry a relatively high
COHCbntiathn of nutrients with the result that surface waters in

this area support a warineé.fauna richer than that found in the open

ocean at compsrable latitudes. Food supply restricts the distributicn
of birds at sea just as effectively as it does on land and, in fact,:

for much of the yecar. phularopos Are ehtirelv pelagic, relying solely

on a planktonic food supply. It is this loecalised abundance of food
which accounts for the conCtntratlon of wlnterlng birds described
sbove, at latitudes in which pelpglc birds are normally few and far
between. Wynne-idwards sumiarises 1nf0rmat;ﬁn on phalgrope‘wlnter—

ing grounds {1964).
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