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Red Hoaded Lovebird Agapornis pullaria. I have frequently “zonclered as

Jche gouree of the larpe number of Lovebirds that are exported periodically
- or sold looa.lly. Thilst driving round IIakurdl tevn T saw ocages oontan.nlnf.;

| several hundred lovebicds suggesting that this Frovinoe is one of the

1
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‘ Thite Breasted Cuckoo Shrike Coracina pectoralis. One seen near Yandev

fi 14 August 1958,
- Cabani's Bunting Emberiza cabanisi. A pair seen near Yandev on 15th August

Compao\, Veaver Pachyphantes pachyrhynhus. A pair of Coupast Weavers were

" Pound beside a swall strean of Yandev Agricultural Depar'bnent Farm.

R. B, Sharland.

(1) Grray, H H. (1965) Some notes on the birds of T:Lvla.nd. Bull,Nig,0rm,Soo0,
: 66-68.

(2) Fry, C.H. (1965) The birds of Zaria. IILI - Residents, vagrants and
' ohecklist (non-passerines). Bull. Nig, Orn. Soc. J 68«79,

P lotting Birundines by Flioking, One of the methods used in bird oabohing

in both Britain and South Africe 18 knowm as tflicking!.
It is a more aotive sport than 1ost neucln,, and can be used for Swallows,

. Martins and Swifts.
Seleot a site where yourbirds fly low (as they frequently do in Zastern

of string vo the upper ofp the other end of the net and tie the other end
: aof the stving on to a shor“b pole whlch you hold in you hand much the sanme
way as a fishing rod.

Lot the net lie flat on the ground and as the birds fly over it raise

the rod smartly.
NMost of the Swa,llcrffs cauzht at Ca.pe Provl.noe in South Africa are eaught

by this method, I have Found it works quite well in Kano bub nearly all
the Swallows here ave the local non-migrasory Hsaethiopica. ' '
R.E. Sharland.

. Pygmy Goose Breedinsm in Nigeria I can f‘:mcl no records of the Pyguy Goose
" Nettapus auritus breeding in Nigeria though Sander (Nigerian Field XXT: 153)

records young birds near Dagos in June, and on 19th Septerber 1961 I sawr

i On 15th August 1965, I stopped at a bridge near Birnin Kudu on the main
Maiduguri Road. The river was high as a result of recent rains. A short
\ way upstream there was a bare tree about 80Pt high standing in deep wator.

Four pairs of Fygny Geese were S:Lbuil.l’l{, on the tree. Qocasilonally one

of the birds would Ply down to the river and r‘eturn with food in its bealc.
;ijl If a male bird it would then pass it to o duok, ‘who vrould hop alon{, 'Lhe

branch $0 a hole and feed young birds inside. Duolcs SDhleGlulGS fetohed f‘ood

I
|
J
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! themselves but most of the 'fishing'! seemed to be done by Arakes,
l It was :.mposs:.ble to scale the tree without a boat and ropes and it was
I

very diffioult to see into the holes but a blrd's head was definitely seen

i ot one hole, P yemy Geese vere seen to o -rrv food to thren senarate ho]ﬂs.

I . . T . .
" two adults accompanied by & palr of juveniles on a seasonal maprsh near Kano,

1958

| Nigeria), Seours one end of the net to a pole or tree, famen a shor’c length



110,
Two of these holes were on side branches with only a gentle slope but one

was on the main stem and practically vertiocal.

There was considerable competition with Grey Headed Sparrows Passer

| sriseus and a Senegal Kingfisher Haleyon saneg,alens:l.s wh:l.ch were

probably also nesting in the tree. 7

R. E, Sharland
Grey Kestrel Eating Odil-palm nub fibre, Mr, He G, Bass broughtto ny
attention the presence of a Grey Kestrel Faloo ardosiaceus® in a grove
af Oil—-i)alm Eloeis puincensis at the University of Ibadan on 6 July 1965,
From then until the end of the month (1ast record on 3tst July) a bird was

consistently present in .,he s0me sna,ll area., Two were ssen at dusk on
20th,

This faloon spent much of its time sitting inthe crown of a palm and
on 15th July I had a bird under continuous observation for twenty minuces
vhile it fed on palm nut fibre, During this period it finished four fralts;
each was extracted from the fruiting body with the beak y troansferrred to
a foot and held doym while snmall strips of fibre were torn off and swalloved H
yet another instance of this lipid-rich fruit as a dietary ocomponent in
otherwise speoialised, non-frugivorous birds (vide Fey (1964) Bull, N.0,S. a2
16-17), D, R, Vells

*Mlgood & Sibley (Ibds 106: 1964) oite this speoies as a vagrant o the
Ibadan area ,

Ogourence of the Shining-Blue Kingfisher away from Water. A shining-~blue

- Kngfisher Alcedo gquadribrachys was captured alive in a oclassroom at Vietory

College, Ikare, estern Region, in August 1965, and released after being .
photographed in the hand, Identification was oonfirmed through photographs
and-desoription by Ce.H. Fry. The occurrense is interesting because like ths
congenerio Kingfisher of Burope A,abthis, the present spocies is amongst
the most aquatio of the family, and the neavest stream to the classroon is
about a quarter of a mile away., Tt is only 5-6 ft. wide, and nowhere vexy
deops The school compound is on a- gentle slope in savanna cowntry, surrounded
by farms or farmed land reverting to bush. T believe one of those king=-
fishers was similarly taken a year ago.

PP« Po E. G, MoCausland

Breeding of the Yellow-throated Long-olawy., With reference %o Lang!s

ohgorvations on the Long~olaw Macronyx oroccus (Bull, N.O.S. 6 (1965) : 4h~46),

the following may be of intercst.

& pair vas ohserved colleoting nesting material near my house in Bida
dum_ng the last weck of May 1963, The nest was looa’cen‘i oen 3rd Juns and
~ oontained three eggs. £All eggs hatohed and the young were firast seen on
Thth June, About this time a change in calling was noticed 4o "weoee ti~ti-
ti-t1"., TLater only one nestling remained with no trace of the others. A

few days later the nest was deserted bubt the surviving nestling was found

- quite well a few yards from the nest in long grass and was obviously being

- tended by at leash one parent bird, The nest was approximately 25 yards

gﬁ from the house, Re J. Blackall
« J¢ Blacka,



