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PALARARCTTC VATTRS IN THE NIGER DEIL[‘A

P. A, Smith
From Ma.y"1‘963 tn‘rb:’z.'l Jure 1'965 I'\'mﬂ 1:'5'141&:ng 08 a, seism'ol'ogist with
selsmic exploration par'hies in va:r'iom par't:s of the Delta. During this
time T r.arely B‘t:.ayéd in one frea f’cm(mcm Shan. two mnnbha hsnca '

umarm:hi.mm on ths 'blrﬂs are mther soat'bea:ed, a.nd regrc-fiﬁ'i:a.bly lnoomple he.

1963, -
lay - June Ahoada and N.U/, Port Haroouru Prov.moe. No records,
July Port Haroourt Provinee, :
‘ t2th, Common sandpipers Aotitils _@m}euoos appeared to be -
| sommon in the mangrove around Porb Haraoourt, E
} 13th. Single ourlew Numenius arquatus over nangrove oreeks at
! Port Harcour’o. . o
| 14th.~ 31at. .
Degema area., ' :
% Common Sandplpeirs beocming iore plentni‘ul, sl flooka .
} regularly seen, No other.waders in this .area,
August Degema ~ Port Harcourt area.
3rd, 6. 5 Whimbrel Numenius phacopus over Poib J.Iﬂl"COU"b. .
21st. Single Redshank Trma toteﬁgg,s. . :

22nd ~ 31at. .
Bonny area, Degema Provlnce.
In the mangrove, Vhinbrel, Common Sazd.pa.pers, and Green-
shank Glottis nebularius, all seen regularly. -

ez

25th, Along The nearbj shore, a Mrnstone 5&_3.:&_3}}_@.‘*1& :mwwres.
31st. Ly first visit 40 a sandbank ab the wouth of the Dommy -
River at high tide, I discovered it to be a favourite roost
for wadors, which were present in.unexpecied nusbers and
variety., Nubers of various species on this and the
following day were as fol'_l ovis & C e
- 318t Auge 1st. Jept.

RENRIANE R I@Av_ o i

Gray plover Squatarola sLamavela . ¢, 60 o, - 100
A Oyater=-catcher Haemauo_p_us ostralegus = 1 N
; Curlew sandpiper Lrolia Jbestacea :¢.-1,000  °  ©,2,000
3 Sanderling CI;OE_@_uﬂl& alba C . too - 6. 150
Turnstone Lo ’ s og. *h S 15
Common sandpiper -"1.'7‘" gt e g, 10 0e 10
Greenshank v e < - g. BO 0. - 50
Ba.r-—'tan.led godw:l.t lecma lappon:.oa e, 10 "8y © 40
Cunrlew :.oes 10 6y DO
Whinbrel w ce RO 0. 450

Bannerman (1953) glves reoords of Oysuermca’cahers firom ooas’cal
+ Ghana, wegbwanrds, but. uhe b:.r-d is not inoluded in the oheok-—
list of Nigeriah birds (Elgood 1962;.) and this 1.s apparenbly
the first Nigerian record.
September Dagema Province, ' Lo
1at  Bomny Sandbank, ‘Taders again oounted at same staue crf‘ "bn.de. L
Mautbers are given above. + - In addi‘tmon wels seen :

Little stint Erglis:minuta ov 20,

Redshank et 1.

! 2nd o Similar numbers of waders were ooun ed a{,hm, molud:r.ng the. '
s8ingle Oyster-~catcher,
At low tide mractically no waders are 1ef‘u on the sandbank,
birds suoh as Grey Plovers, Sanderlings and Tumstores are
t.ien distributed along the shore line, Curlew-sandpipers,
Little stints and godwits prefer the mudflats of the Bonny
River, and most of “the himbrels, Common Sandpipers, Curlews
and Greenshanks are %o be found anongst Lhe nangrove oreeks.

Ootober Area between Bonny and Andoni Rivers.
2nd . Ringed plovers Charadrins histicula recorded for the first

P
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Bonny sandbank, ficst v:let a:t h:l.gh tide ainoe 2nd September.
Some changes in © he Truder- population, were noted:—

. Oyster=oatcher 5 present.,
Ringed plover o, 100 present - recent arrivals, as
none wewre recorded in September.
Black~tailed godwit Limosa limosa - single bird,
(Bannernan gives no coasial records for Nigeria) .
Bar-tailed godwit Marked inoirease %o o, 100,

Numbers of the other wadewrs rvecorded on 2nd September were
much the same, exoept that Little S'bln'ts were I ever,

Uood sandpipers Tringa _&aareoa. were recordsd oaoaslona,lly
during the month > over the swamps,- always away from the ocoast,

Knot Calidris oa.nucus First appea,::'ed. an Ootober 11;30}1 along
the shore - a party of %en. Theréafter they were regulaply
recorded, 'th:Lnly dlS‘hI‘lbu-ﬁed along the shore.

November Andoni River area, Uyo Provinos, -
Aat = 20th, Wadsrs were nuoch fewer in number and variety , probably because

of the absence of a suitable xcost at high tide, Thimbrel,

Common Sandplpers and Greenshank were still plentiful in ’che

mangrove, and along the shore a few Sanderling, Grey and

Ringed Plovers were recorded, On 17¢h Movenber a single Oyster~
' vatcher was seen at the wouth crf’ the And.oni Rivar,

21+'bh - 30th,

N

Dacembexn
u.w':uur':_t-m

136k
Januaxry

Ceastal area of OndouDelua provinces. '}O - 20 km., N,¥W. of the
Benin River, Mld-west Region, Uhis ares differs from the mst of
the Dslta in thatl the shore is bordered by a belt of swamp-grass-
land and shallow lagoons, with fewr trees, This belt, 2 - 3 km,
wide, is bofdered by a narrors fan grove belt which meyges into
fresh-water swanp,

During this period, waders ere relatively scaree along l,,he muddy -
shore, OSpecles reoorded were as follqwsi-

Vhinbrel Conmon
Grey Plover ¢, 10 birds of saoh
Greenshank species per km, of shore.

Com:on Sandpiper ) ‘ _ -
The last two species also Trequented the lagooig,

Knot }  frequent

Curlew sandpiper g small pariies of up to 10 blrds.
Ringed Plover '
Bar-tailed godwit

Redshank ; QOooasional,
Curlew

Marsh sandplpers Glottis Sua_ﬁl;a_auills were O OIEHON. Or the edges of
lagoons, and on the bowder af ©he freshwater swamps Wood sand-
plpers =~ probably the most numerous wader in the ares at this
time ~ were regularly reoad ed, Inoluding flocks of up to 20,

Green sandpipers Tringa echropus were reoorded eccasionally

over the lagoons. _ o

Same ares. o ' )
As for N0vember, with addition of two Iittle & nged piovers
Charadmiug dubiug on the ‘218t in the lagoon area..

Seme area.

4s a result-of the partial drying~up of the lagoons, waders
beoams more plentiful, Curlew-Sandpipers were recarded in
flooks of o. 100, and all the waders listed above ocogurred.
in the lagoon avea, with, the exoeption of Xnob-and Bar-tailed
Godwits, ILittle Stints were recorded in this area fer the

- Plrst time on January 176h, wvhen two Lititle Ringed Plovers
were alsc recowdad.
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- Single Spéfc:ted Jdedshank Tringe eryvhropus recorded in the lagoon,

i " area. Apart from this eddition , the wader population showed 1dtt1e
i ohange fiom January, except that no Green Sandpipers were recorded.

U L

During the three months spént in this coastal area, nc Turnstones
or Sanderlings were recorded, ‘

e e e et S

| Mazch |

S st = Akth, o

o Aba area, B, Ragion: Ne reoords,
Andoni River area, Uyo Provinos - mangrove swamp and tidal mudflats,
Vaders wers reoorded as followsi-~ -

Whimhrel ~ very ocemmon, '
- Grey Plover; Greenshank, Common Sandpiper and Curlew-Sandpiper - all

oommon, Yood Sandpiper, Redshank, Bar-tailed Godwit and Curlew -
ocoasional., ‘ '

; Thess records were mainly of birds seen in the evenings, heading
Co - ooastwards to roost. . . -

Apedil Same area.

18t ~ 11th.. _

..+ No Grey FPlovers er Bar—talled Godwits recorded, but Curlew-Sandplpers
more numexrous = g flock of o. 50 recorded on the mudflats., Redshanks
also more numereus - a fleck of & reoorded, besides frequent single
birds, Ringsd Plovers were recorded in small flocks, also Little
Stints, Vhimbrel, Greenshank and Coanon Sendpipers were still oommen

but in reduced numbers, Single Curlews were recérded
aMd ‘afood Sandpiper onee, on April 7th,

I
E
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!
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occasionally,

| Along the sandy shore Rast of ¢ he Andoni River y enly Sanderlings wers
recorded, in small numbeis, -
12th =~ 26th, |
1{ Aba distrioct. No records,
CiMey ~ June  ON IEAVE
oduly |
L Znd - 11th,
o Ahoada, Port-Haroowrt Province.  No reocords,
i 12th - 15th., |
' Port Haroourt - Benny River and offshore, :
o The only recerds werei— -
b 1 Common Sandpiper, Port Harcourt harbowr - 12th July,
L
i

Y
]

T
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. 1 Greenshank, Port Harcourt harbour - t5th July.

% 16th ~ 31at, '

B Aba - Owon. No records.
o August LA :
Oron . area, Uyo6 Province, awey fram the Cress River,
H ‘o reocords. ' ' ' g

:

|

HiSeptembeyp .

A Oron area, including Cross River, * -
A fow Cemnon Sandpipers and /himbrel recorded, also a single Curlew.
Laok of records due to few oppwrbunities for watohing, (I was based:
en land at the time, instead of on a house~boat,), rather than te

R ' an absence of waders, The lower reaches of the Cross, where mud-

L flats edowr, doubtless had a falr wader population ot the time,

/1 Qotober

L 18% ~ 12th Same area, o o
7the  On mudflats in the Cross River, 3 .3edshanks, 1. Grey Plover and 1

I ‘Greenshank, S | - -

t3th ~ 31st, ) .,

r’ Forcados River area, Delta Provimce.

i Mainly nangrove swamp, .

g _

Comaon Sandniners and hiombrels con o, Mo other vaders recorded,




Nevember
Area. betwieen the Foroados and .a.ri Qdvers, Delva Provinee,

Cemmon Sandpipers comnon; Whimbrel fever, One record of a single
Greenshanlk, '

The laok of waders in this crea 1s probably ‘due to the absence of
sultable feeding grounds such as those negrer to, and along the
BﬂOI'EO '

Doecerber

1t = 230d. Jgerd RlVCl" area.
As for I\TovemocJ., but with ccoasional reoorcla of Green-ghank,

2lith, Green Sandpiper at Onitsha, and two at Aba,
3st. Vood Sandpiper at Umukoroshe, |

1965,
January  Delta Province,
18t ~ sz'tho
Werrl River. ‘
No change from December. - -
14th. Single Green Sandpiper over Forcados idiver.
26th, Esoravos River srea.

Waders much mare plentiful compared with the Varri River area.
 ¥himbrel very oommon,- On sandbanks neax the river mouth, a -

few Grey Plovers, Jommon Sandpipers, Greenshanks and Bar-tailled

Godwits recarded.

Along the shore, Synderling and Grey Plovers ocommon,

30th, ¢, 1,500 Whimbrel recorded flying up the IDsorayos diver ab
sarly moring, in floocks of up to 100, ‘/himbrel appear o be more:
~.-numerous here than in any other pars of the Delta that 1 have visited.

Febpuary

Delta Province. . e .
2nd. Shoxre =-- South of Esoravos River,

Along a one mile stretch the folloving were reccardsdi-

Grey Plover 0. 10 Ringed Plovex o. 10
Curlew-Sandpiper o, 5 Lit :le Stint ce 5
Common Sandpiper o, 10 liaxrsh Sandpiper 8. 30
Greenshank 0. 25 Bar~tailed godwit 0, 10
‘/himbrel o. 10
3rd. As above, with the addition of t-
Sanderling 0. 20 Turnstone - 0e b
Tth ~ 28th, ' :
Uyo area,

A few cormmon Sandpipers in freshvater swamp near the Cross R.:Lvar.
Single Green sandpiper on 25th,

Eiarok_ﬁ Uyo - Ilot Llcpene avea. HMainly dry bush and ouluivated land.,
No recards from this area.
7th,Eket beach.

1 Whimbrel and a few common sandpipers only. -

Aprdl - May Uyo - Tkot Ekpene - Bende area.
No reoord.a.

June .Okigwe araa, Owerrl Provinece.

It ‘is diffiouls to summarise these scattered observations but L will
attempt a rogh overall pioture af‘ the o‘hanging pattern of the wader population

in the Del‘ba.

Most oft he wadecs are found near the mouuhs of large rivers sich as the
Bonny emd. the Esorcwos, where sandbanks provids roos ting places near feeding
grounds - mudfla,us and t he shore., Ov ar naueh of the Del"ca., which s mainly



6.

~ mangrove swamp, only Cortion Sandpipers, ‘hinbe ‘el end Greehshank are common.

~ Pewr of the other waders ate wecordnd., In many porés, where dense mangrovei

or swamp~forest is predominant, no waders ave found,

At the beginning of July, Cemmon Sandpiners are £ ound in some argés ¥
and during the wonth the first Greenshank and Curlew arrive, By the end of
August most of the waders have arrived, although numbers appear te inorease
during Sapuember and Qotober. Ringed plover ﬁnd Knot are late arrivals .

appa.oently , not being recorded befove Oc'tober.

Just how lang the waders remain in the Del"c.a I can only guess, as I have

~ not yetu been near the ooast during May and June, I% appears that some, such

 as Grey Plover, Bar~tailed Godwit and Turnstone, depart during flarch, dut

e,

others -~ Vhinbrel, Greenshank, Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Curiew-ﬁandpiper
Iittls Stint, Ringed Plover and' Sanderling, ave still oo;m.xon in mld--Aprll y
theough 1n reduced numbers, Px'obably some af uhese renain anonher month, and

-Common Sandpipers may be present Jchrcmghm.u: tue year, The reoords of Oysteroatoher,

& new Mlgerian bird, reflect the absence of observers in the largely inaccessible
- Delva, .

'_ Referenoes. : = :
N Bamnernan., J, A, (1955) The Birds of .jest and Bqua.torlal Africa - Ed:i::burgh.

o

Blgood, J, H, (196L). Provisional Check-list of the birds of Nigerla..
Bull, @~ Ornithol. Soc, 4 ! 13-25, .

.. SHE EST AFRIC.IT CROATD CRANE .
B ON JHE JOS PLATJJAU IIO“;."IER;T NIGMIA
: Lawx-ence H Wallcmshaw

of o
The ifest African Crowned Crane (Balear_ioa pavonina pavonina) has been _

observed in northern Nigerla many times and & fov of its nests have been found
(Bannerman, 1931, 1951), More recently V.i. Smith (1961, 1964) found several

" nests near Vom, In cor cospondence with Smith, he suggested that I study the

speoies on the Jos Plateau, Flateau Provinos, and that I make their houme my

| headquarters. This I did, and thanks 4o t hem and the many people assooiated with

v

L P S

the Federal Department of Veterinary Medicim I was able b o make the following
studies, .

Auto trips vwere made with.the V.W, Smiths to Dukuru, Jos, Sabon Gida, Kato,
Kafo, MoKaf o, Kassa and Ropp. C. H, Pry took e to the South end of the Plateau
in a land rover one day and I made a trip with o milk lovry to Tenti dam and
Bokdcos on another day. In addition, I walked :.ay Line s ¢ “wored Mwove, Kate,
Kaf'o, Sabon Glda, Miango and a nearby sugar cane patoh,

DISIRIBUIION
The Yest African Crowmed Crane is vare af Zavia (?E‘ry, 1965), but abunda.nt
on the lower Kaduna iver and the Niger. Yet only one was reported. by Skil]ﬁter
(1963) at Kaduna, Gireatest abnmdanoe on the plateau appears to be near Vome
Pewer numbers cocur s,t Jos, South to Kurva Falls, Tenti dan, Bokkos, and Mbax

Furthor esct the ik necics hags been reporbed (congreraiions up to 600) nean Lake






