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THE BIRDS OF ILaRO

L0,
J.A. Button

II Forest and Savannah Resldents (Passerines)

Part B Campephagidae«tésPloceidggj

Milvius migrans and West Afvican Harrier Hawks  Gymhogenys

-

Cyenograucalus agzureus : Blue Cuckoo-Shrike (For, Res. FL)
Frequently observed at Ipake in the forest canopy; the secon-
dary growth at Egbaudo College (Ilavro) B.C,I. does not seem to
be sufficiently mature for the species, Has a chavacteristic
sideling way of running along the hrenches. Voice: a loud

ringing "Peep ~ peep ete!,, noted. Observed at lower levels

only as a member .of a bird army, . . .

NDiarurﬁs modestus: Velvet Mantled Drongo (For, Reg. C.)

The common specles of Dlcrurus in the area and freguently
netted. Favours a wide range of habitat from falrly dense
secondary forest growth to parklund and Derived Savannah., 4
fedarless mobber of rgptors, I have seen it attack Black Kites

typlcus, Fréquently noted ‘making: Flycatcher — 1like fiights fov

: “insects  returning often to s.me vantage point. On & number of .

occasions obgerved in groups of 20/30'in company with White-

... Throated Bee-Rater geropsialbidollis hawking for insects at

- tree<top hdight in parkland,  Immature birds have the eye ~

black. (Eyes of adult birds dark red), It has & loud havsh -
song; the sub-song delivered with less vehemence is much _
sweeter? in tone, ' : . e
Display and breeding : May llth 19€5: courtship behaviour
noted at Ilaro: palr of birds fucing each other on branch at
helght of 50 feet (approx.) three feet apurt; both singing
vigorously and bobbing up and down alternately. The perfor-
mance was interrupted by another Drongo and one of the parti-
cipants flew off with the newcomer. August 30th 1965: two
birds bobbing similarly on branch about three feet apart, but
silent. June 15th 1963: flimsy cup constructed in fork at

top of tree 60 feet high (apyrox,); at least two young visi-
ble through the fabric of the nest; in & clearing near the
edge of the forest, May 28th 1966: nest at top of dead tree
in clearing about 50 feet high; two young balng fed, May 8th
1967: & pair building nest 60 feet high in tree £0 vards in-
side forest clearing, 4All at E.C.I. Bimyltansously with last
instunce a pailr of ghining Drohgos Dicrurus atripennis were
building about 100 yardsg to the south about 20 yards 1Inside
thick secondary forest from the edge of the clearing. .

Dicrurus atripennis: Shining Drongo (For. Res, F.)

Two breeding records at E.C.I. only. May 6th 1966: nest
built in thick secondury forest growth about 20 yards from
mailn path from College., Flimsy cup of fibres slung between
horizontally forking twigs near the end of a trailing branch
15 feet high, fThe position of the nest was given away by the
posture of the sitting bird, the construction being so insub-
stantial that it was hardly noticeable while the bird was in
occupation, No eggs weve recorded and the nest was subse-~
quently destroyed. Voice: 1like that of D. modestus, but
less harsh and "discordant®, Bursts of loud song: MWChees
chee; kleet, klooeetl delivered in dashing flighis through
the lower levels of the forest (under 30 feet). Explosive
nasal chirp also noted, May 6th 1967: unsuccessful breeding
attempt in sdame area of forest as before,. (V. note on D..
Dodgstus), Similer nest sitipg . about 20 feet. high at

fork near end of tralling branch, One bird notad. recelving
building material form mate forp nest ¢onstruction,  The only

other place I have not 3




. II.
(Tre two othser Dlerurus spscles i dadsimills ond ghavpsi hove
not been noted in the wreay I h¢va recorded &dsimilis in
Dahowey north of Poreakou; its rungw rrobably extends much
Fapthar south i 1t mey e pressnt on Tope. Isiend, D.shurpel
the Suuers - Tulled Drongo i fedrly common at Ibedan),

Slgmodus c.niceps: Red-Billed shrike. (For, Res. C.)
Resdd ot oo common wt Ipuke wnd T.C,I, Inv.rlably scen in
parties of O to 15 which move nolsdly throuph the Lovest, Crys
a loud "Quor 3 oquerh dte,  Imneturs bivds heve o tguerulous®
calls Mleg-wig-uact ete, vadldlly deliveved, &lso Ptik-tew!
second syllable accentuwted .nd with descanding tone,

Corvinelle corvinas Long-Talled Shrlke Suv..ﬂuu. sL)

Noted on Lhe Derived “qunUuh p(tfnw“ west of Ilaro; status
common wloni; the bush ro.ds to the Dabomey border. Occusionul
moln Llevo - sbgckutie rowdy usu.lly swen. in Froups of 4 to 8,

[enius Corruginsuss  Bell ehrvike  (Sav. Roes. €.)

Heard Lviice only on Ilure Governwant Rescrvution arew Sepltember

ﬂth wnd Lath 1967,  Woted wiithdln the wrew undar nbuuy &t
Tshaga nowr bzokute vhers 1t 1s cdmron, : '

Dryoseopus pelbensis: Gamblun PUiimHuck shrike (Sav. Ras, C.)
Fepulerly noted puvklend wnd gerdens of Governmsnt Reservation
fved Tloro, vhurse I huve nstisd it se2ver.l Uimss on the edge -
of thick new seconﬂtvy groothy  wluo dn patehy: gresslend wmtt
ol ITaro towards Doliomsy, Groups of 4 to 6 :bivds vecovded, -
often indulging in excited chesws whan the white tpuffh on the
buck wid vy diuplmyrd to pood wdiantege and Lhrr. is puch
nolsy ruljing Tde verlsty of calls recorvrded

(a) @purvow-Like "C hip—chipmchi " ate, (b), Horsh chattering
by pnrtie' in exclted chuses, (c? b hurgh ucoldinb note,

(d) . prolongec 'mutollich triliing when nstted wnd held in
the hmnd (¢) & high- pitchca ?“thv 1u0rulous hMgors weel ete,

Chounonotus g.bind: Eebine's Pufi-Buck Shrike (For,Res, F,)
Comiwon In thick Torests of the «rew wnu once netted (mudle) at
¥,C, I, June 30th 1963, The oecles would eusily be ovarlooked
but for its char.clerisile cull: a prolonged Gescending )
sequence ol loud paaling notss, the delivery lusts two or

three minutes (e); (b)) 4 hevsh: preting trill - presumably en
alerm cull (vimjlar to one of th. criss of D, gambensls) often
given in £lisht <1ib much wing-clapping ond wiilbte tpuffm
display, (c) 4 ijid spgqusncs of percuscive notes: MIdcek-tdck-
tickw gte, (d) . loud "lew-tew-tow! ete, N

A comion menbor oi giults v bivd wrndes,

Tehagvw gonsgalar Black-Crovned Toehapra (“uv. Ras, C.)
Common rr*[d Nt on Derived fwvonnoh envivonment in the wrewd
WA wspeclally on the tputehy presslands betvesn Ilero onoe the
Nuhomey border, QOccaslonelly noted school ferm E,C.T.

Chiovophoneus multlcolors Many - Coloured Bush - Chrilke

(For, Pes, F.)
Presont in sccond.ry fovasts oround Tlero; nettod wnd obser-
vad 1In the fleld ond probubly feolrly comcon; but os I um
not fumllicr vith 1t onll the stelus L not clewr, fevaral
gJuk siphtings newe Tlere, Tos gpecins 1o one ol the more
erlreme cxranples of polyworphisw, lhroe phus.cys ov worphs
oceurdng in "vest fricu, The colour varictions ave limited
to the undorpurts from th chin to the lowzy bresst, <nd the
gxtremitios ol the ctriegs; the belly and under - tail
coverts wre yellowiuh ovaengs wnt Lh. rest of Lhe tell aark
green in each case., Toch of the three Upier Guins.a plivses
hus been recorded «t Iluro, Benustpen (195%) mrntionr
serlets collection ol the thre: veurleties ot Kumbo in the
then Cumeroons (1950),




- .
This would &p.ear to-be the only other instance where the 1%,
three Upper Guinea phases have been recorded in one locallty,
They -are: .
(1) chin to lower breast scurlet; tips of rectrices reddish-
g orange,., A specimen caught in w friendts kitchen al Tlaro
on NowWember 22nd 1961 was of thls phase. Tive sightings,

(11) Chindfo lower breust oruange; tips of rectrlces yellow-
1sh orange. Specimen netted near Governnent Reservellon Area
February L8th 1964 belongzd to thils phase. Three sightings,

(i1i) The rare black phase: chin to lower breust black, contl-
nuous with black eye-magk; tips of rectrices yeilowiﬂhm
orunge; muntle wnd crown bluelsh-grey, fore-head whitlsh;
green wings and yellow spotted remlges, green rump, und

~yellow - orange belly and under-tull eevonts: o sirlkingly
hapdsome veviety, Obsevrved in thick forest at E.C.I, in
bird army September 7th 19GbL,
"y, Button (Bull, Nigevr.Orn, goc, £ (8): 107-108),

Maluconotus cruentus: Or.nge-Breasted Bush-shrike (For,Res.F,)
Dccasionally recorded in forests and edges of clourlngy around
I1lsro, though not at Ipake, Netied Junuury 7th 1965 1n new
sedondary growth behind the glrlts dormitorles E,C.TI. UCeen

in bird armies, ‘

Nicator chloris: West Afvican Nlcator (For. Res, C.)

Common in the thick new secondary vegetution wround Tluro;
much lesgs at Ipeke in move mutured forest, Alarm cull "Chack-
chack! etc,; has been likened to the cull of the Yellowblll
céeuthmochares aereus.  Song usuully delivered from depths of ..
thick vegetation. ’

oriolus auratus: African Golden Oricle (Suv, Res. C).
Resldent ond freqyuent at Ilavo especl.lly park wnd of E.C.I.
A catlike snarling cull noted besides the usual Oriocle type
notes, » :

Oriolus brachyrynchus: Black-Headsed Oriole (Tor. Res. I'),
Common Llapo forests, Vuriety of calls noted: 1Tloo-with &
norquill” ete, Confusion with the Black-Winged Orilole,
Oriolus nigripennis 1s very eusy, but 0., brachyrynchus has
-a small white wing bar which is o falrly distincetlve field
characterlistic, : -

oriolus nigripennis: Black-Winged Oviole (For. Res, al.)
Present in the forests of Ilaro uveu, Btatus not cerbaln
though probably common,

Corvusg albus: Pied Crow: (Sav. Res. 4.)

Ongs slghting reported (pevs.comm,) E,C,I, Mevch L6th 1466 at
BE.C.I. Also May 2lst 1967: slngle blvd [lying over Collego
Compound, HRegulurly seen &bt wll times of the year ot polnts
on the Iluro-Pupalento Road, especlally newr the villuge of
Ajegunle, in groups of 4 to 6. aupust 4th 1967 single bivd
flying south « ong Absokute-Lagos Roud between Otta and
Agege. Frequently scen (pors, comwm,) on the Blue Flephunt
Cement Works residentlal arvew atl Pupalunto, The specles

1s common novth of Abeokuta,

Lamprocolius chalcurus: Short~Tulled Glossy Sturling

- _ ﬂ (gav, Rug, AL.)
4 Short-Talled Starling bellievéd to bo of this speclos geen
frequently on more op:n parts of Devived Savennah hetween
Ilaro and Abeokuta, Pavtles of 3 to 4 or singly at all
times of the year,
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Lamprocolius splendldus: Splendid Glossy Sturling (For,Res. A4)
Extremely common.in the forests of the area. A specles with
very ‘'strong socidl instincts - and. .y wide range of distinc-
tive calls: ' MKweeal; MKeelo! ete,, also & call which ™
sounds- like the creaking of a rusty door~hinge., Added to
this the wings make a loud vasping nolse in flight, A
colony of Splendid Glossles mukes 1ts presence felt Iin ‘the
forest In no uncertain way, At BE.C.I. and Ipake I have
noted colonies of 4 or 5 birds to 30 individuals, their
favorlte haunts being the upper branches of high Silk-Cotton
trees often neur stresms., This soclal urge seems to-be
strongost betweaen September and March, Breeding would
appear to’ tako place al the helght of the dry season;
December and Januury, December 28th 1966 bird"déén” carrying
nesting material into Rapphia Palms in swamp Land near Ado-
Odo Just within the ares of study,. (25 mile radius of Ilavo),
On Topo Island (sectlon oppeoslte Badagry) where the bird is
_abundunt broeeding recorded vtegularly December and Januvary,
Breeding however is not colonial, - On Topo the cocoa-nut
plantations which wxtend for miles along the islend arve
tdivided" into territories by bresding pulrs,. the favorite
nesting site being the hollow in the top of & dlseased:
cocoa~nut trunk, - The area near the Rest House on Topo

would appear to afford ideal condltions for the study of the
gpecles, At B.C.I. palrs egtublish territories in farm
clearings and parklecnd often st o conslderable distance from
the colonial perching and roosting sites, January 29th 1966
a palr observed Minvestigatingh the old hole of Mesoplcus
pyrrhoguaster about 30 feet high in a dewd tree on & farm
clearing; the blrds later flew off to join about 20 Splendid
Glossles congregating in high trees about 200 yards away,

On February 16th 1966 a pulr, presumably the sume, noted
feeding young in the sume hole. -Strong possibilily that

the group instinet remulns strong throughout breeding,
(Decepber 19th 1967: bird carrying nesting material noted
flying over mangroves near ITkoyl Park at dusk in vicinity of
roost of 26-30 L.splandidus), ‘ 2 .

Onychognuthus fulgidus: Chestnut-Winged Starling (For.Res.C.)
rrayuent lorests -and farms of the area., September 19th 19641
I examined a female shot by & neighbour oy the G.R.A. .(Reser-
vation) Ilaro, Januarvy 17th 1967: B.C.I. farmland: pair
bullding in hollow at top of-60 foot high tree killed by
ringing, Invarlably in small groups of 4 to 7 individuals.

Pocoptera lugubrls; Narrow-Talled Stariing (For. Res, 0)
Noted E.C.I. only, usually in small numbers with the first
flocks of Cimmyricinclug leucogaster Amethyst. Starling,
" However whereas C, leucogaster remalns in the localilty all
through the dry season, P, lugubrls disappears after a few
days. peptember 26th L963: 8 birds noted in thick bush
(no Amethyst Starlings)., August 20th 1965: 30-40 with
cabout 100 ¢, leucogaster faedlng on berrles with the other
specles in parkilend, September 4th about 50 birds present;
gone by September 1L1lth 1965, August 9th to 16th 1966
small partles 10 to 15 indlividuals assocluting with
C, Jleucogagter in purkiund. Solt "Starling-like? cglls und
"Klee; kloeW ete,; -wlso a trilling call o/f Aerops
alblcollis White~Throated Bsa-Bubter,

Cinnyris superbus: Superb Sunbird -(For. Res. F.)
Three vecords only, July 3lst 1967: Lfarm clearing in
“thick forest near IJado village 4 miles north of Ilaro a
palr. ‘November ROth 1867: mule perching .t the top of &
tree E.C,I. near forest., December 3lst 1967: three pulrs
probing blossom in high trees at Ebute-Ighoro neur the
Yawa River,
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innyris cupreus: Copper Sunbird. (Sav., Res. C,)
%Teq%en% on patchy Derived Savennah in the area; neurest to
Tlaro mile & on the Idogo Road wast of the town, QOctosyllabic

.'ﬁinnyris éBccinigaéter:*ﬁplendid.Sunbird (Suvf Res, FL;)
Status Trequent on ﬂdQ-E?#S&lﬂRﬂS‘bﬂd-thﬁ Idogo roud,

Cinaytis venustus: Yellow-Bellled Sunbird.‘(sav. Reu, I1°,)
Locawl in distribution; recorded 1n Derivaq¢ﬂuvunnuh,patohes
generally in suandy arswus where the vepetublon 1 gspavsest:
~the neighbourhood of the Tluro ish Pond mnq'the sgndy alen
betreen Oju-0dan (1% wmiles west of Fluvro) aldh the Ohunbe
Forest Reserve 4 miles further west), Comwon on Topo Iul.nd,

Cinnyris chloropypius: Olive-Bellied sunblvd (lor. fes. €,)
Lommon 1In Torests wnd purdens of ths wresy requent visitor

Cto Hibdscus flowers close €0 housa on Goverhwent Renorevition
Tlarg, Regulurly noted ot Trale . Drecaing ip_ngw secondary
growth &t edge of G.R.a, Ilavo Gapbomber LGLh LG nest
ovold in shupe wlth tporched! enlv.nmes hels silichtly whove
mid-point on the side, suspended Lrvow bruneh & fewt sbove the
ground, sn uatidy structure ol course grass lined with {iner
grass, strips of bark wnd lezaves loosely embodiod in the
fubrle, Mach less compact thun the nect of .nthroptes collaris
Collared Sunbird, Two egygss plain white,

Chalcomitre sdelbertl: Duff-Throated Sunbilrd (Mov, Res, F,)
. Frequent parklend «nd gurdsns &t Iluavo; occunionslly at Ipake
. near ruined bridge over streum, WNoted closs to house probing
LHibiseuns flovers Ilaro Reservabion., Cull: tPltchew~tlweeth,

. fyvenomitra verticalis: Olive-Bucked tunbipd (fav. Kes: ) ]
Occasionally an the ado gressl.nds; commoner around sbeoluta,

Cysnomitrs cyenolaema: Blue-Throated Brown funbivd (For.Hes.F),
Occaslonally seen in Ipuke Fovest; but not «t 1,¢,I,

- Cyanomitre oliveces: Olive Sunbird: (Fer, Res, 4),
Common 1n the forests of the wres, though nowheve ts wbundunt
ag anthreptes colleavis: Colluved funbird. Frequently netted,
November 10th 1963; femule noted feeding young b nest sug-
pended from creeper over stugnent ool newr thic brolen bridge
4t Ipake, : o

inthreptes collaric: Collaved Funbird, (Ffor, Reu, £,)
Ahundant 1n forests, gavdens end purkluand of thy areu and
creadily netted, Wide veriety of colln noted, Preeding: nest
& neat ovold structure constructed of Erasses wod lined with
some kind of vegeteble down; ‘lpovehed? entvence hole in the
- 8ltde. suspended from Lranch elghl feot hipgh; ' ona epe:
whitlsh ground marked libevelly with Cife brown dincs and
;3fots. Young hutched Lurdl 25vd 10605, Fledgling attempting
flight on Mey 5th 1964, . . ;

inthreptes rectirostrls: Groy-Chinned Sunbird, (ior.ies. OL)
December 30th 1967: ma'y noted 1n 011 Palms wl the Tlero
Flsh vond, Probably g, rectivosteds tephrolasma, The short
straight bill wus cleavly vigible; aldo emerald sreen Mhibl,
head and mentle with metullic sheen; grey belly wod Lower
breasty durk brown tell wnd primavics,  Untortunstuly the
colour of the chin was not noted, snthrentes collarly has
metullic green head, muntle und "bihV, LU Hws Drlnbt
yellow undevpurts, The bird in questlon wes on sdult in
good plumege condition, . S

Cills: (1) "Pueet; prects pwectm gte, (11) "pPgeck-pseck-
pseek!" etc,, wilth move rupid delivery thun (1),

| Anthreptes seimundd: Tittle CGreen Sunbiced (Vor, Lwes. 0).
One siphting 1n dense growth Ipukhe July 17th 19653 &
memher of & bird army. ' ”

o T
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Hylia prasina; Green Hylia (Tor Ras, C.)°
Commonn in forests of the area favoring well matured forest

growth, Volces (1) two plping notes- (11) a harsh ntmre!,

Pagser griseus: Grey—Headed Sparrvow (Sav. Res, &.)

Commori at B.C.XI, especially the surroundings of the dining
hall dormitories and clussrooms,. Not noted in Ilaro, town
or forest villages. Breeding E,C.I.: .adults feeding young
at nest in classroom eves November 12th 19864; . young present
in nest in similar posltion June £7th 1967, Breeding acti-
vity probably not restricted to one seuson. ' _

Melanoptervx nlgeriimus: Vieillotts Bléack Weaver. (For Res, AL, )
In hAils Provisioenal Check-List of the Birds of Nigeria, Buli
NWiger. Orn. Soc. I (I): 13-85) Elgood deslgnates Cinnamopteryx
cagtaneofuscus: the Chestnut — and Black-Weaver: as & race of
"M; nigerrimus, This ls the ruace 1nhdbiting the area of study -~
and southern Nigaria according to Bannermdhj  The Birds of
".Weat and Equatorial ‘africe (8 Vols,) 1953 p, 1369, as fur
Tast as the Cross River, M. nlgerrimus, on the pther hand
has & dlstribution which extends eastwards and southwards from
the Cameroon Republic, i, nigerrimus LiKe ¢, casbaneofuscus"
nests in colonles with Plesigsitagra cucullatus, the Village
Weuver, Ilgoodls nomenclature. is pheréfore! used here,
Common 1n the locallty und usuually noted with Plesioeitagra
‘cucullatus, Village Weaver, Mlxed colonles of breeding blrds
noted near human habiltatlon and in oll palms over, water at a
dibtunce from villages, Roeéts in flocks of thougands with
P, cucullatus, Hyphanturgu “brachypbérus,Spectacled Weaver,
. und Ginnyricinclus leucogaster methyst starling during the
" dry season in an "islend! of qense secendary forest betwesn
the Ildro Ceneral Hospltal and the main Ilaro-Abeokuta Road.
Large numbers netted here., .ugust 5th 1ue7: colony of app?OX.
40 pairs mixed P;. cucullatus «nd M, nigervimus building 1 mile
‘west of Tluro an Ebute-Tgboro roud, September 17th 1G667:
capprox 40 pelrs. enitrely M, nigerrvipus building in s.me tree.
The specles occasionally recorded in smull groups of 3-7 in
the forests of the wrea - sometimes in bird armies - thuugh

. is gcnnrully met with on Darived Savannah ,

MelunOpLsryx a]binuchu. WhitGHNapea Bluck Weaver (For Res. 0)
Occaslonally noted in densest parts of the forest at. Ipake wnd
E.C.T. TFebru.ry 7th 1965: group of &0 apirox. observed in

811k Cotton tree deep in the Forest Rosorve at - Ipake, Newvar
soen in compuny ”1Lh Pleuiogitugca cucullatus,

Melunop Otcus tricolor~ Yellow Mdntled Weaver (For Res., P)
Freguent resident forestys end forms of the area: nests repu-
lubly at ¥.C.I. on tie wdge of the Torsst in siell colonies of
5 to 15 palirs. -~ Nest an untidy stragely sttucture of the basic
weaveb-bird domed form: su,pendnd al the extremity of lower
brancho of lavge trees, seldom within 30 feot of th ground,
Fhaructcrictic cull: ”Chip obip"  etc,

y Pleaiobitugru cuggglﬁkgi. Villuge ”cuvur (Wasprd. Res, 4).
- Mgst villuges in the area heve breeding colonles often shaved
wilh My nigeeriumus, Night roosts shured with othar specles
(VoM nigerrimus) . Preguently n@tted

Pachyphunteu puchyrhjnchuu, Compuct Weuver (Suv, Res, F),
egldent: stotus occusional, Breading rcbularly on ado

- ?Pa&alund& Juft outulde ure. of study (&5 mile radiug of Tluro).

o August Oth 1uw6d: breeding 5 miles .ouLh of alystoro (N, of

. Iluro) 5 mests ulJ within 30 yereds of s.ach other ex.mined:
compuét domed, Fruua‘ structures {lxed Lo two stout grass stems
about 5 feet high, One nest with thres egps: pele mauvish-grey
ground COVnrad with fing durker sjots: well defined vone

arognd thicker end, Jenuery l6th 1964: group of 4-5 indivi-
Uals.  Noted Iin long grass ot Mavie, 9 miles ' '

on the Abeokutsa Roud. v Havde, @ miles povth of Ilaro
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... Hyphanturghs ‘brachypterus:’ Swainsonts gpectacled Weaver

S - | "' (sav. Res. C.)
Resident but much more-abundsnt in dry season when It shares
mass roosts with several other species. (V. M. nigerrimus),
Breeding on MSavannah!! patches at E,CI.i.august 8th 1963:
' nest in early stages of construction in high grass attached
to stems. Abandoned September 6th,- Partles of 20 to 30
individuals noted 'In new secondary -growth around the College
' during the dry season. .Status frequent, -

Malimbus malimbilcus: Crested Weaver (Fof. Res, C.)

Occasional in thick ,parts of the forests of the area; netted
more often then seen at E.C,T. 7 specilmens netted. since

. September 1962, T -

‘Malimbui rubricollis: Red-Headed Weaver (For. Res. G,)
ibundant in forests and parkland of the-avea.  The commonest
species of Malimbe., Breeding noted in most months of the
yeat though veaching a peuk durlng the dry season, Nests
of the Minverted sock! type bullt high 60 fest and above In
_forest .btrees, Entvance tumnel much shorter thun thuat of i
vMalifbus scutatus being ne morer thun 9 or 10 inches in length;
" %wo or threg-néests often fused together in construction, ;
‘Characteristic Wfizzling® walimbe song, Individuals sometiwes
noted perching on sldes of tree trunks presumably seurching
crevices in the bark for insects, Frequents levels too high .
for suceessful mist-netting, RS - y

Malimbus nitens: Gray!s Blue-Billed: Weaver (For, Res, T) i
. Common in the denser parts of the forests of ‘the areu; seen -
usually in bivd armiesy occasionaglly netted; at E.C.T. .
5 specimens netted since September 1962, Call a lourl J
ngqueechd'; song noted sweeter, softe?’ varlant of the typi-
cal Malimbe "fizzling! song,., Nests in small colonies over
stagnant water; nest a rather untidy whispy structure made
of grass rather similar to that of Pleslositugra cucullatus,
Village Weaver, and lacking the long "sock" of the typlcal’
Malimbe nest. May 1lth 1961: pair noted active around several
empty nests 3 feet over forest pool £ miles South of Ilaro ons
the Badagry Road. June 8th 1966: colony of 20 to 30 palrs -
+ breeding over stagnant pool in thick seconddry .growth by the
roadside 3 mlles south east of Ifo on the main Abeokuta-Lagos
road, Nests within 3 or 4 feet of the water; much nolsy .
activity. '

Malimbus scutatus: Red-Vented Weaver (For. Res. C.) y
Common «ll over the area even on patches of Derived Savannah
showing & speclal preference for 011 Palms, Nest a long |
ninverted sock" (V, Bannermen: p, 1405). Nest construction
cbserved in 01l Palms ut E,.C.I., January lst 1965: much |
sound and activity but the efforl was abandoned the next day'
and never resumed. Bannerwun: The Birds of West wnd Tguato-
rial Africa:; - Two Vols. P, 14053 menticns the ruce M,gscutetil
scutopartitus, in which the female has the black of The chin’
and throat continued down the breast, thus dividing .the 5

scarlet crop-patch down the central line, as inhebiting the
- "coastal strip of Southern Nigeria from Ilurc, aAbeckuta and .|
Lagos to Duala!, The race 1s sald to extend bto the elcinity.
of Porto Novo, Just over the Dahomey border, whevre it inter~
grades with the typicsel subspecles M, scutatus scutatus, ,
_M?s. scutopartitus -is certainly present al Badagryy énd TLetd

i
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Malimbus ibadanensis: Ibadan Maliitbe (For, Res. FL).

- Occasionally noted at E,C.I., in perkldnds.:furm clearings
and on the edge of the forest; twice seen in bird-armles

in dense secondary forest. Ravely seen at Ipake and once
- at Ohumbe Porest Reserve near the Dahomey border 15 miles

- west of ‘Ilaro, R S A o
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spermestes cuculatus: Bronze Mennikin  (Sav. Res. C)
Abundant on farms and Derived Savannah patches of the area,
Noted Janwary 1lth:1068 in large numbers with Estrilda
melpods Orange~Cheeked Waxbills, In reeds at the bottom

of the Blue ‘Elephant Cement Works quarry at Ewekovo 18-
mliles east of Ilaro, Breeds all the year round at Ilavo-
showing marked preference for the school ovange ovchurd,
peak period at the beginning of the rains; most nests
are between 5 to 9 fest off the ground and a clutch :
generally conslsts of 7.t0.8 eggs.,. Aprdil 2lst 1963 a nest:
was dlscovered containing 15 eggs. . ’ K

apermestes poensis: Blue-Biiled Mannikin (For. Res, F,)
Common resident in the area in new sscondary growth, farms
and parkland on the edges of the forest, Only once noted
at Ipake in high secondary vegetatlon., Breeding at E.C.I.;
sometimes in colonles of several palrs.  June 2lst 1365
five nests gimllar to.those of Spermestes cucullatus -
(i.e. small domed nest of grasses) in thick bushes quite

¢ ose Go school bulldings. TFour nests contained clutches
of. 8/%7 eggs which were plaln white as In the casge of the
previous specles, Variety of nesting sites used at Alilete
20 mlles west of Ilaro on the main Ghana Road, September
4th 1965, I found it bullding in cassavas; on February
l4th and March 27th 1964 it was noted bullding in a tree
on the Ilaro CGoverament Reservation apyrox., 30 feet high,

Wigrita canlcapilla: Grey-Crowned Negro Finch (For.Res.C)
A comion vesldent seer In parkland eand secondary growth

of vdrying density in the area under study, and especlally
at ®.C,I, Less common, though, ut Tpake in thicker forest,
Breeds mainly during the ralny season June to August,
though T have & record of & nest with. eggs for March 10th
1965, The nest 1s a large (9 or 12 inches.in dlameter)
domed structure made loosely of grass; ab E.C.I. it is
usuelly placed in orunge bughes or small trees at height
of between 6 to 25 feet, Trees 1ln the College ovchard are
again favoured breeding sites., The eggs .ere plain white
and a clutch generally consists of 5 to.7 eggs. .

. T have noted interesting regional variations)i the song
of this species - a subject worth investigatling. Around
Tlaro the usual song conslsts of four sweet motes followed
by u single note pltched at a lower level.. There 1ls ano-
ther call which may best be described as three soft

. whistles et wide intervals in & rising sequence, Young at
the nest heard making persistent wheezlng crigs.

Nigrite luteifrvons: Pale-Fronted Negro-Finch

Rare. amily (7) party of 7 individuals noted et H.C.T.
near staff quarters on May Bth 1962, Specimen netted in
new gecondary growth Government Reservatlion. area Ilaro
November 25th 1963, DParty of 4/56 obsevrved in thick secon-
dary forest at Ipake June 24th 1965: all the blrds made
nwheezlng! culls similer to those assoclated with Juvenile
Nigrlta canlcapilloa. aAlso & descendlng seuyuence "Veej
wee; veeh, ' o

Spermatlng heematina; Blue-Billed Wewver (For, Res, F.)
Numerous mist-netbing vecords indicate thet the specles 1s
quite common in the avea; however it 1s-an invetarute
Cskulker and soldom seen In the field. Treqguents secondury
growth of varying degrees of muturlty from the depths of
the forest at Tpake to gulte new veget.tlion on the edge

of Tlavro Town, Song: & gulet twittering dellivered from
thick cover;. alarm cull: "seop-seep-seep!, of Sunbird
qualilty. ~ | : S
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Bregeding: & nest .dn procsss of constructlon wes discovered
on June £25th 1965 apivox. 30 Teet high In & swmell dead trse
left in & furm cleeriang mede in thick secondury bush ut = ..
*.C,I. The "chawbert of the nest had bsen formed .nd work
had Just conmenced on the éntrance passage, Both bilrdg
shurved in the work of bullding, the matuvlal used belng
gtrips of oll pulm fronds und {hs dry curly tendrils of
tree growing creepers, The Msock? purt off the nugt wus
completed by July lst, . The whole nest was @imiluv.in slie
arid shape to thut of Melimbus rubricollis Red-Huudud ouver
though considerebly neaterd In wppearence, I was o single-
structure. On suveral occuslons the wmale wes seed Lo poss
ballding material 4o the fom.le Inside the nest wnd durlng
thig stige of nestlng the fewcle shoved o recdiness to
vacate the nest for the mule, Typlecl mellmbe "wheozing-' .
flzzlingt song noted; dellvoered by the mele w1thin o few
feet of the nest, ' . '
On Ju y-E2nd an attempt was made Lo reach the nost by weans

Wa&S,  of a bamboo ladopr., This,prevented by wuspg, probubly
Belonogaster, which hud = nest in creepsrs ne.y the foot of
the tree, and several of my helpers were badly otung, :

“fnother nest of wasps of the sune spocles ves noted within
two feet of the Mulimbels nest., By thls time o padr of
Anthreples collurds (Collared Sunblrd were bhulldlng o few
Teet on the other side of the waspts nent. IV 1y signdfi-
cunt thut Elgood found M. lbadwsnensls breeding in close
Pproximlity to a colany of Belonogester on the ocewsulon he
found the species nesting ot Thadan,
June 27th @ & m.le Ibhedan Melimbe noted in a bird wrmy in
thick bush within 440 yaerds of the nest in construction but
1€ was not ascertelnuble vhether 1t v.s one of the nesting
pair under observetion '
Second brood: on September “rd w. & bird noted singing ot
a fork near the some nesty subseguint v seen Lo enter the
"sock! wnd. hecrd singing inside Lhe neust, Mule wne femals
- then emerged toguther wnd ware obzerved fecding on swull
green caterplllars on o newrby tree, The wusp colony v
still presedt. On Suptemwbar 4th the noeot sne Lhe slngle
egg 1t contelned were collected fov the Fritlsh Museumr,
The dimensions ol the egg wers: £5mm % lhum;y  pele green
- ground sparingly mavked with lvresuler dark Lrevn srets und
‘with a few 1ilac shell wmovlkings, - |
In his artlicle M. New Specles of Malimbush J.H, mlgowd
. (Bull. Wigere, Orn, Soc, I % pp. 7-0) vecords the construc-
stion of two udjucent nests wt Ib.dan in June 96% by the
Supe palrs Wthe flret vas utilised right wyray tor the firvst
brood und the second completed by the wmelo vhille he fomelo
vas dneuboating in the flrst, but not used untll OQctobepr,
4% Tlavro there wes only one nest, which was used for two
“brovds in . July and Zaptembor,

foblyosplze alblfrons: White-Fronted Crosbouk (Fopr, es, 0)
fingle records Leptomber Lot 1964: wroup of 10 nests nuted
An water vegetatlon nowr Igbopdla 15 mlles north of TLaro.
The nests wers bullt weound plont stems 2 to 4 feet Lhove
the surfuce of water; ons contelned o dead ond o Live
nestling, '

Lupleclbes orix: Ov.nge or Lt Muliop, (Sav. Rus, €)
been refularly dn westelmd and ole £ n:.y the Top
Brer Factory by the eollvaey level Ccrouuing wt aAbachutea,
Palr noted in long gruus nowe Ohumbe Yopsst Reserve 20
miles west of Il.ro,

Cellugpasser neCrourus: Yellow-Muntled Vhyduh (Bav.ies,CL)
Helss dn breeding plun.pe noted in Savannuh patehog bei-
veen 1laro wnd shaokula, gen -rally dapucl, Beptemper ond
Letober., :




pirenestes ostrinus: Black-Ballied "Seed-Cravker (Wdsprd,Res,C)
One sighting near “ado-Qdo in stripof forest on edge of -
stream in savannsh couhtby:  Juvenile in bird army con-
sisting mainly of Sunbirds and Bulbuls, “The specles is
falrly common on Topo where it favours the strlp of swanpy
vegetation fringing the cresk, . =

Lagonosticta rufopicta: Bar-Breasted Firefinch (Wdsp.Res.C)
Rere: one sighting at B.C.I. in grussy patch of worked~ -
out farmland, ' ' I : o S

vidua macypoura: Pin-Talled Whydah (Wd3prd;;Res;,C)
Common in thu wrea In small groups of 6 to 20 birds,
though sporadic in appearance, Occasionally much bigger
groupsy dry seuson 1963/4 flocks of up to 100 noted at -
Ig-CuIb . . .

(while thls lusue was in production I netted two speci-

. mens of Chorophoneus multicolor, the Meny Coloured Bush
gshrike on the edge of thlck secondary forest at E.C.I.

on Janugry 5th 1968, The two birds may have been . .
moving together as they entered the net from the sume - .
directlon during u pericd of 30 minutes between inspec-
tiong, - One was the Orvange Breasted morph, the other the | |
much raver Black-Breasted phase), ; L

g v

suthorts Note: The status designations which follow the
. Bnglish names of specles: treated in the article are taken
' Trom Elgoodls Check List of the Birds of Nigeria (1964)
and of course rvefer to Nigeria as & whole, und not the
‘Tlaro area, R.g. otriped Swallow, (Sav. Res, 0.)..

Refervences: Flgood, J.H, (1964) & Check List of the
Birds of Nigevia (Bull. Niger. Ormn, Soc, I (I): 13-25).

Baxmerman, D.A. (1958). The Birds of =
West and Tropioul Afirica (2 Volumes). He BLRS ot

. Button, J.A. (1967) The Birds of Ilaro -
(Bull. Niger. Orn. Soc. 4 (13/14): 19-20) for maps of the
area, : : . . ' ra e



