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To: 'The fd.tor,
Wigeriay Ornithologists' Builetin,

Dear ulI‘, ‘

whllsq, agreeing bhﬂ.L the loeal iaforum:ts quoted by Hr.H.H,Graey in conn-
ection with the records of Osoreys Pandion haliastus may have been mistaicen I
feel that the }_:ossibi]..ity that the species breeds in ‘igeria should not be dis-
iwissed too lightly. Tor the last three years I have had the good ¥ ortuse to sasad
o congiderable nmount of time travelling by ca oe along the wiger in the Kainji
srea. During that #ime I have seen Osvreys oi numerous cccasions, The monthly
totals of sightings are given below, together wiill seas sonal. incidencs in 'three
areas end incidence of pairs of birds. The three months with very, low totals are
ones o which I ha.ve done very little field work, so. too m:chighewld no0t be read

into these ;::mwecz.
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AT Ehe two- sltes Knatachi B,.ld .eru 'ﬂlut 16 the csouth of Yainli I have
orly one record of a day cn which T. dld ﬂo ‘see an Osprey. AL Awvuru I havs scen
o vair inh each July 1966-68, J
" I'am quite salisfied that .'somc birds “are fesi‘de‘ri't"dh “bhis stretch -of the
¥Wiger. Unfortunately I have no evidenge of nesting but this could easily fake
place undetected in ‘this desolate area,. 1 o
Frank Walsh.
c/o C.R.E.'s Oi‘flcc, '
Kainji,
P¢0,Box 1208,
Lagos, ‘
Higeris. : o S
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To:  The Editor,
Wigerien Ornithologists' Pulletbin,

Fcar Sir,

I was ianterested to vead R.W.Ashfords accommt ol a breeding colony of
Preuss's Cliff Swallow Lecythoplastes nreussi ot L.e Oyo Reserveir (1968. Bull,
Niger.0rn.530c. 5 2 42—-44). The colony was wal establishied when I vieited the

sitc on 2nd January, 1967. o birds were sccn i the area by D.R.Wells nud my-
salf or 30th May, 1965 nor by me when I was thore alove in July of that year, but
from the nusber of nests in the trimel in 1967 it is more lilkcly that the birds,
witich are not diffieult to pick out from the other hirundines, were aboent at tunt
season wht that the colony was newly formed,

I reported the presence of the breeding birds to he: then editor, but with

light note of doubt as to identificalion, as they bore to ny mind very little
rwl rescmblance to Housc Martins Delichon urbice and I could sce no aign ol the
chestnul patch behind the eyes T o glnd o src that Ashford arrees with me
that nelther ig a very helpful feature. I weco c'dod tiie birds' call at that time
& a triple rather thah as a double chirrup,

Among . other dirundines that occur at the rescrvoir ave Redeiiroated
Roe #arting Ptyonoprome mifigulp: two or three wore present on 25th July, 1955,

"Cotteridge", Yours faithfwlly,
Hook H:ath Road, 0, @

WOkiIlg, 1. » M. Bars,
Lurroy,

U, K,

Tt is most interesting to learn the age of the colony of CLiff Swallows which hos,
uni orhma tely, boon cmplnl,cly deatroyod by flooding., It will be interssting to
see if the birds ever peturn. Id. -



