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The Gullebilled and White-wingod Blaok Torms seemed to be assooiating
closely togothor in three op four flodks. Tho Whiskered Terns were generally
separate in throo groups of 18, 8 and 6. Another four wore with a dozen -
White-winged Bladk Terns and three Gull-billod Torns. The size difference
between Whilte~wingod and Whiskered Torng, though small, was quite obvious
oven at o distance. The lack of a white "oollar" in the Whiskered Terns
was also very noticcable.

During a previous vislt on 24th April I had ocounted 165 White~winged,
Black Torns in 10 parties and about 15 Gull-billed Terns. Some of both
specles wers in breoding dress, Thers wore no torns on a visit on 218t
February,

L again visited the area on 218t August, By that time only one small
sandbank abovo fukace romained unoovered, This vas ocoupled by 63 Skimners
and obout 20 Groy Protincloes Galachrysia oineres but no terns. However,
ot about 10,30 howrs looal time, Just below Sakace ropids, a Caspian Torn
Hydropropso oospla wos seen flying strongly downstream (noarly due south)
at a holght off about 100 feot, It had a oomplete black cap of the breeding
plumage and was qulto unmistakoable owing to its impreseive size and wing
spon, masslve rod bealk, and primardes showing wvery black on the unders
surfaocs. No other toims weroe soen on this tripy _

All, throo specilos soen in July have also been recordsd at Lake Chad
in that month (Hopson. 1964, BNOS 1(4):13; Dowseth 1968,BNOS 5(19):62 &
1969, 6(22):41,) but the numbers of Whiskered Tewns above Yelws soems to
be without procodont. It is just possible that those birds had summered in
the aron or were exocptionally early Palasarotic nigrants (Common Sandpipers
Aotitia hqu}_gyno‘g_g were already arrdving), It sceme as probeble that they
had travolled from the inundation zone in time with the rising flood waters.

The Casplan Torn was presumably a straight forward trens-Sabaren mig-
rants Tt 18 of groat intorest in adding o further inland locality for Nigm~
erin. Morcau (1967, Ibis 109: 247) gave an intoresting discussion of tho
migration of this speoles into West Africa and clearly indicated that it
nust be greatly under-recorded in Northern Nigeria.

Frank Walsh.
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VITLAGT VIBAVERS CAUSING SEVERE DAMAGE TO MATZE.

While' travelling in Borgu and adjacont parts of Niger Province T
have of'ton noticed bird-scaring devices, sometimes of a quite elaborats
nature. Howeyer, although large numbers of Canarys Serinus mozambi.ous
are sometimes prosent on millet Pennisetum typhoideum heads, I had naver
soen any sordous bird damege until 19th July 1969, On that dato s by the
River Kontagora neor Kainji Dam, I saw badly damaged Maize Zeoa mays, and
wag able to watch Villago Weavers Plesiositosre cuoullatus ripping open
the almost mature ocobs, Grey-headsd Sparrows Pasger griseus were also
Prasont but confined thelr atbentions to those cobs which had alresdy
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been extensively damaged by the weavers. The_lplmting was o Malzo/Colton
Gossypium sp. mix, the rows of maize being 3z feot apart dintorapersod
with cotton, end 3 foot apart along the rovs, Froshly killed lroes emerged
from the orop aren and in these about 30 wouvers noats wore scattered.

A quick assosment of damage was made by sooring the oobs along sov-
orsl short rows as shown bolow. No attomp was nade to plok o partioularly
bad P&'bOho

% Damago por Cob  No, of Cobs % of Cobs

0 101 55
1 - 25 17 92
26 .= 5O . 16 Be6
5 -~ 75 18 9.7
76 = 99 11 589
100 21 1143
T8l

‘The acbual damage was probably somowhat worso than theso flguros sug-
gost as among tho undamnged ooba were many which hed ndi devalopod suffio-
lently to attraot the attentions of tho woavers. Further, the Larmor dld
not harvest tho remmants of hls crop until sbout tho 25th July. loaving the
underdeveloped plants to conbinue growing ond doubtleoss to suffor the att-
entions of the weavors.

- Judging by tho precautions often takon by farmors such drmago is
reasonably oommon. Novertheless apart from tho deprodaiilons of Blade-tadloed
Godwit Limose limosa on newly plantod rioco Opyza sativa paddy (Roux, 1959,
Terro pt vie 100 t515+321) and the notoricus notivitics of tho Rod-bllled
Quelen Quolen dquelea little seoms to havo boon recordod of tho ooonomio
importonce of blrds in West Africa. - '

Frank Walgh,
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BREGDING BIOLOGY OF THE OLIVACEOUS
UARBLER Hippolias pallilids laonend.,

Observotions were made of a nest of tho Olivaceous Warbler Hippeldas .
pallida. lnononl at Melam'fatori (13°57'N., 13°20'E,) on the Nigordan shoro
of Lake Chad, Tho nest was about 6 foot up in o small noom “roo at the
porch of my housos It was usually examined twioco dally, at about 10.00
and 16,00 hourss I am greatful to Malam ALli Kogonundl for kooping roocords
during my abscnco. |

The first ogg wos loid about 48 hours aftor the nwst was ocomplote,
on 2nd June 1968, The second ogg, which oomplotod the olutuh, was lald
about 24 hours af*ter the first, on %rd Juno, The frosh ogg welghod 1.50
grosa, or 164 of thu avorege body wolght of an ndwlt ot Molam!fatori





