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NOTES ON THE BREEDING OF 'HE PYGHY

W, JaSkimer,

T The Pjggmy Longﬂ;ﬁled Sunbird Hedydipna platura platurn is the common-
o8t sunbird in the Zaria avea during the dry sonson Octobor-fpril (TFry 1965), It
appears to be locally migrant and T have fow recoards bobwoon 4he ond of Aprdl ang
the middle of October, Thim sunbird ip rewarkable dn that it breeds at the height
of ‘tho dry season being one of the fow birds in tho Zavin avon to do B8O, Al account
of the construction of the nest and a deseription of the ogps have beon. glvon by -
Serle (1940), who found the sunbird broeding in tho Knfanchan distrloet between
Deceanboer and March, The following nobes woerc mado during tho by coding sonsons of
~ 1968 and 1969 and rofer to a boltal of cight nosty, all situatod on or neap tho
- campus of  the Ahmadu Bello Univoersity, Zarin, ALl observations woro wade bobweon '
the begiming of Pebruary and the end of the firgl wook in April,
CNmTg - f
. Nest~building lngt not been obworved at Zarin. Tho nosts obnervod by Borle |
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- were congbructed by the female bivd with tho malo laking: no part in the building
process, The oight nosts oxaminod by tho author woro nll slwilar in shapo and asize,
-and constructed of similar materials, to those domeribod hy Scrle, Tho figure
‘shows the main features and dimensions of n typical noust, The main fabric of the
nest conglets of cotibon lint bound together with cobwobs and nhonger cotton
gtrande, In some cagoes, dond loavos have been abtached to The outeide of tho nest,
and fine grass has somotimes heen used to holp with tho encapsulation of tho cote
~ton fibre, Four of the neats wore built bebweon heights of "7 and 9 feot fron the
ground in bowgainvillae bushoes nlong tho huay corridors of tho quadrangles bet~
ween the science teaching blocks at Almadu Bello Universily. the nests worc
gtrapped firmly to main stems of tho bushos; in one cnoo being anchored by a
long thorm projecting through the back of tho nest, Ono neat hecame detached
- from tho stem hy strong winds and remained susponded from a horizontal branch,
but. continued to be used by the broeding birds, No 'pendant LD nests similar
- to those constucted by other species of sunbirds were obscrved. In three cases
the nests were lined with fine vegetable down fron tho Bocd pods of the Sodom
Apple,Aallotromus procera which grows in ammall numbers in the vicinity, It iz
interesting to note Lhnt Maclkworth-Praed and .Gront (1960} roport on agpociation
“between the eastern race of thin. ‘gunbird, Hepametalica, and the Sodom Apple, in
the Sudan, The remaining four nests were fouad in the fthorn-bush orosion gully
area betwetnn the University and the Kubani atream. In cach caro they wore placed
5 o 6 feet from the ground in isolated bughes of Jadnndtos neryptinea or Diche
rostachys cinerca. These nosts were not lined wlth finor matorial,
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. Clutchog of 1 and 2 are fownd to occur with about cqual provability, The
eggs arc plain vhite, slightly glossy and sonoewliat pointed ovate, The dimonsions
- of four clutchies monsured are an follownt- 14,2 x 11,6, 1442 x 10,3 my 15.3 %
1049, 158 x 1141 mmy 15,0 x 10s6, 1423 % 10,5 mny 16,7 x- 11,4 . AlL dncube-
ation is by the fomalo, who soldom Yeaven the noot during the tneubntion perdod,
The inoubation timo was not dotormined, : — ' |
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‘Shape and dimensions
of the nesl of the
Long~teiled Pypgmy Sunbird
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BI}HAVIOR DURING THE I"I}FI}“” x hw’l’t a R

I'C’U.Oh owt to the on LJ‘{Ll‘l"ﬂ Nt r)_[ [_}‘r.) noeh et ey b S T ()'ll'[i'”lj.d.i'.} by '[:'110
paronts clinging to the sdde o e coat, | L -
: v It wan difficult o e ".: e Lae ey ol Sood W o porants nade

fRequent visita bu ror hidieum 11 oar, voloaomn Cdovhiire T Bdmo dn dhe

~heighliourhdod, and thoy wors i v fo wlids U meds e hivtent off 0 Loeast

"che malefs avre hnvoel e P o,

Both parent birds p r“lu.:;lp' Tl deodiigy v e L Eliigiss Ouope
vations were made for lengti WY T *(aﬂ' nL Lo ol e llf"‘l,.i., i one cige Lho obe
sexrver being hidden ia a non xhy roita - The fornle Wad mnde nowo ‘cql*nnt viad s
to the nest than the woie hoavernge Tlae duiaval bolween vioity bod ng 13 and
23 minutes resiyoctivoly. Mouwer *"Lmt than avacne wore made damdng o cnrly
afternoon. The approach by the male was olwayn more conbiowr tha ul{\.a of th C
femalo and he wag more easily didgturbed fron ho nsct, Uhe nale w ALy el ypcﬂ
shrilly several times from & noaby povel Lodhon ooproach depnrture, Cn sove
eral ocecagiong tho fenale wor som io ()l_lluOl‘ W m:':i. oo w2 mineban  ang ENEREo
in apparent cleaning npo*ﬂaulonﬁ The noot v u' Aoy dota Ho hk, cloam ond oo
from pellebs, Until the chiclks weno abons Bduyn o0l T a0t hiad bo onter $he

U nest almost completoly for foodlar oprnblono, alues eloul U Jryn o chidcko conlé

boan ’crcen.. On onn perasn oy The Toado bioude g Lo e bo e oo,

e femala R .5;-',,1 A I S ST AR PO Y f’ltl\'l'l.’.i|:l1i.f?{ (duu".zt'!'l;) and
apparoni.ly Bhayiad Lntd L ahone e G e 2o, T R o Whe wima dantepval bot

Uy yeangs wlavdes freon tho nest

varied botweon 12 ond 5 ot Go ealy Gl wesn oot 0 e 0 "'(:u?l., maaed noen ofbes
- leaving the nost, and s s e T wy o vy b paront an oo b nenr dhe
nest within g period of 4 e Do o Cepcebire, The salo boed of ono pevln
-moulted. its long tail shvess. s 1 b 25 Mt il b UL anuiobod i foodine the
- nes tl:mpm imtil thetr 10“'1:'[1.- ' : :
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WUt prelabiy comtpioed Yy tho pernr o nin
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: - One af 'Lha_nc.’. ko f.\h&'(_::.“.-”.‘-;.
position of " siniinr nest e
of birds, o

Doublo brioor ing dn ‘ BAR 200 g oy oies L M ona cesandlon
the young flowr on 2l Moweh bl B iy z:.i.'*.‘ T pengivn oy, vatele weold indioate
that tho incuhatlon bim. m-~ he s coonct bpond e 11‘ Vot b e n-;-;; h *\3'"
a.bout 14 days, Tn tre runsd o oot L R P AR T '.','.';v_'.f Coo VT g
“and o gecond "‘luuu‘ii WS 0N Gl 0 At Wil wen RTA VTS S S DU u,L..l.f;} m'm,
- wag abandoned b,j’ the female on alowt Pod Vope b, .
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Zar:l.a, area at the cla 0N 0D My Treofaie et L et L e srenyied to heoat
of ‘rocords withiv o ﬁ A rr e pealad Ty T Mo lioa paoably
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