Africain

" West African Ornithological Society
‘ _ Société d’Ornithologie de I’Ouest -
' Y {

Join the WAOS and support
the future availability of free
pdfs on this website.

http://malimbus.free.fr/member.htm

Devenez membre de la
SOOA et soutenez la
disponibilité future des pdfs
gratuits sur ce site.

http://malimbus.free.fr/adhesion.htm

February / février 2010



.

A BIRD BATH IN AW IBADAN COMPOUND.

JERICO RESFRVATION,

Vetta Robinson.

Mo annount of available food for birds in tropical Africa
would sceil to be abt a constant level with no apparent seasonal ghortases.
Therafore we Tound that dispersing prain and wubs on Lird tebles and logs
in the conpound served only to acconodate multitudes of ants which were
40 be secn-labouring to and fro conveying gadinea cort, puts ete. to thoir
holes, vhile the birds we wantod to attract displayed tobal disinterest.
With an abundanca of natural food olways readily obtainable but a season-
al lack of water, it seoned feasable that a properly constructed and well
gited pool to supply the needs of bBoth passerine and non-passerine birds
for drinking smd bathing purposes would entice a folr distribution of
species to our savden, snd so with this end in view we set out to sclect a
a sito and to build a natual type pool where the birds could enjoy tho
maximm protection and sccurity. |
_ Aftor sone debate and surveying we chose a position situated 13?
frorl a gide dividing hedpe of legry cassias and facing the side vorands
of our house. The site was flonked by three Frangipani s and a Paln Tree
on the one side and by three houganvillia s and two Paln Trees on the
other, With the low bonding boughs fros the cassias thie afforded o
‘vory adequate canopy for the birds where they would be able to descend
to the pool by casy gtas es - alirhting-in a topnost branch and pradually
working thelr way down to a Frangipani where thore was a low hanging
branch about 6! from the ground nearest to tho proposed pool. Flanking
one Paln Tree were four hibiscus bushes, a little close to our veranda
but gtill offerin: extended seclusion to the birds., A flower bed border—
ol the aron between the Hibiscus bushes with Jasnin and nore Hibiscus
bushes on the other side, . the bed running the length of the house in
front of the veranda, the veranda being approxiviately 70! fron the pool
site, : S
~ . The pocl itsell oventually energed as o boat=sghaped depression
shaved cently out: of tho ground, half a bag of cenent being used in its
construction to line the base and sides, It neasured 55 by 34 acYoss
and shelved gomkly from both ends to a depth of three to four inchés in
the contre. When it was completc and the cenent quite dry we. filled it
with six buckets of water, declared it open and, as we wallked away thore’
was o snall splash bohind us and then another small splash, a Pygoy King-
fisher Ispidina picta wes our firet visitor, he must surely have bhoen
“watching the completion of operations, - \ o
' "~ Sone notes were kopt of the species visiting and uweing the pool
and also of rorular visitanta to the conpound but not using: the pool ho—
tween April 1968 and August 1968, Obscrvations werd nade on the behaviour
and vocabulary and are included in this roport. = 7 '
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SPECIES VISITING AND USTNG THE POOL  April 1968 - Aurust 1968,

Pyr1iy Kinb:f‘ié.héfisﬁidiha pj.c:'lgx_: The first aﬁc} afterwards rosulay vis-
itor throughout the period nentioned above. The whirring of wings as he
dried hinself in a tree could always be heard after he had finished bathes
inge o

Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halgyon malinbicus: Viewed the pool from the

. S -

branch of the frangipani but we did not see it bathing - sat for about

o520 ninutes contenplating the water before flying away; proxinity of

.. water was obviously an attraction and visits were all in the evening,
~ Not seen in conpound after May, '

+ Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus: & regular visitor, usins the pool
- daily, A-nest was noticed at the end of July in fork of Cassia treo,

" about £=8' from the ground, One fledgling in nest and at’ tine of noting

was fairly well grown and Loft the nest four days later.

- Snowy-crowned Robin Chat Qofisypha niveicapilla: 4 pair visited the pool
-+ regularly each evenin~ at dusk — 6.45pn to 7.15pn. and in April and May
. we saw tha: occasionsally in the wornings 7 = 7,30an., The two hirds were

- scldon if ever at or in the pool at the sane tine - 6ne waited in a +rec

andy should it approach the pool while the first was bathing the lattor
at once flew up to the tree and its place wos taken in the pool by the
former, Owing to the fading licht it was sonetines difficult to see then

- but their presence could be detected by a characteristic Llipping of the

winge as they sat in the trecs or on the branch over the pool,
Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus: Always prosent buk used the pool ir:r'*eg,ulafly.

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla asuinp: A pair whose territory seecne to
be within the boundaries of our conpound used the pool frequently,
Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus: Often used the pool and after rain

bathed in conpany with the pair of Pied Wagtails in a pool of fresh
rain water on a flat roof outside the bedroom, -

 Fangan's Paradise Flycatcher Tehdtrea srrithii: Used the pool nearly

every evenin( between Spr, and Gy, dipping in and out of the water
like kingfishers, sonetines they hovered over the water disturbing the
bathing thrushes, Their call at this tine was s single note havsh and
strident, but after July they lost interest in the pool and seene’ to
have entered a courtship phase, when three or four birds could often be
geen flying and flirting torether, chasing each other in and out of the
trees their wings quivering and shinmering in £flizht, their rovenents
undulating, like a black and terra-cottn ariel ballet, In Avgust they
were very noisy and naking the dddle,diddle,diddle call renarked upon
by Elgood in his deseription of this species in his West African Nature
Handboolk. They were still not using: the pool but were always present in

- the vicinity of the compound. I did not Adiscover where or if they werc
~hesting close by althoush they were closcly observed.. -

Vattle-cye Flycatcher Platygteira cyaneas On Tth Au{:u‘sf"t tiwo L'Iaftle-eyesl
seen skirming over the surface of the pool. Often present in coiipound.
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Bronze Mannikin Spernestes cucullatua: Favoured the shallows, standing
in croups on the shelving ends and shower bathing in the spray fron the -
thrushes or bhulbuls, : -
Spectacled Weaver Hyphanturpus brachypterus: A pair were frequent bathers.

Red=vented Weater Malinbus scutatus: A single bird observed in the poo'l: ’
on one occagion only, ' : - R .

Laughing Dove Stirmatopolie seneralensis: Frequent bathers and drirkerss
Rod=billed Wood Dove Turtur afer: Occasional visitor to the poole

Olossy-backed Drongo Digrurus adeiiilis: In Aucust two drongos were seen
gleirming and belly-flopping over the surface of the water, one cordng in,
Fron one direction and one fron the other and croséing nid-strean; occas-
ionally one would mies the water and would do a neat turnabout to have: -
another o, They were scen to ho catching ingects. Before this, only. - L
rarly was this species scen to talke intorest in the pool althoush present
in tho corpound at .all tincs, | ‘ I
puff-back Shrike Dryoscopus gaibonsiss A pair of these shrikes were ob-
gorved plunging in and out of the pool on 22nd July. They were ofter- .
moen in the conpound throurhout the dry and wet season but never beéfore
in the water. - . co R

Shikra Accipiter badiugs A single bird - whether the sane individual is
not mown but thought to be very likely = arrived frequently about 12
noon o sit in the deep centre of the pool depressing its tail and rear
ond in and out of the water showering its wings ond back, It was usual -
for it to eit,back to house, costing an anber eye over its shoulder to .
whoro we watched through binoculars fron the veranda or sitting roon. .
Tho duration of its-visit was xurly loss than 30 ninutos.

West African Goshawk Acciplter .uacroécelicles:' Occasional visitors’

£

Fi-of.l tine o e squirrels Mﬁqigps supgtriatus and the Rufous
Wilc Rat Arvicanthls niloticus yufinug were to be seen drinking fron

" the pool, a pair of the latter species were often ohgerved eating grain
which we had scattered for the birds. ' o

SPECTES PRESENT BUT NOT OBS RVED USING THE POCK. .~

Senegal fingfisher Halcoyon seneralensigs Pregent all the year rounds
T ery-breasted Bush Shrike Iﬂ,&lg_gonot_@g_._g:m@"@_g;-_‘1‘\191_;9;1 iny once.

Mony Coloured Bush Shrike Chlorophoneus mult_:i.__c_ég}jgi: Noted ir conpond
17th Awust, at top of Cassia,. soon flew away. .. - - . 0 -

Bell Shrike Laniarius ferruiineus: Consistently present in conpound
throuchout dry and wel seasons. Tn March and April pairs werec seen
together courting and displaying. In addition to the faniliar bell~like
notes a sound not unlike that of 3 self-atarter on a car being used
when the battery is flat- a dull whirring sound - is uttered, also nakes
n soft clackety~clack sound when flying, latter gound noticed for the
firvet tine during rainy scason perhaps a nating notos
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AfmcanHobby Faleo cuvierit Seeﬂ':":du:r.'in[.;(.wm't seagon ‘when it was observed
~ being chased fron ite perch in a btree by thrushos wirth youni in a nearby
Casgian ftree. . ;
© - Chestnit-winged Staling Onycliormathus fulpidug: A froquent visitor 4o the
Yellow-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris venustus: This spocies was first seen on
‘. 2Jrd July end observed often 'tllerosuﬁ'tar. | -_ | L
Copper Sunbird Cimnyris cupreus: The nale of this mpeciocs baan aspuing:
breedin: plunage in rild-Fobruary and had, apart fron onc or two Individ.
vals, couploted by March'20th. Wng afterwards absent Ffor two nonthe fron
-June and was noted asain on 5th Awwmast, o
Qlive-]ia’dce_d'_ Sunbird Cyanondtra verticalis: Absont sinco tho ongot of tho
raingy this bird wos seen again on 8th Aurusts In J anuary wag goon in
coupany with Cinnywds cliloropyrdus hoverin: ovor -bho newly watored. leavos
on plantﬂ-'
Olivo-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris chloropy;dumt  Absent fron the capound
during dry season, Rocords show thatl in 1968 it apponred in Folxuary
after carly heavy rains. In 1967 appeared durdng April/ Moy,

Groy-backod Canaroptera Sanaroptors brevenudatn: A noel was diocovered on
- 21t August dn o shrub in the corpound contadning: one wll:i.‘,l;olq’-;(;:.. The fe-
 hale was in attendance but was disturhod by our unwi Gtingdy trivving: the

shruby she roturned later to the noet.

. Willow Warbler Phyllogcopus -4rochilus: Sed of ton althowrh no datos op
 records of its movenments kept, ' - '

"Yellow Wagtail Budytos fléwua_: Prosent in wot seapon, ,
Rufous-chested Swallow Hirundo genirufa: In nid-April this bird was scon

-y

in the comound for the firet tino.
¥ollow White-eye Zosterops senginlensig: On 18th Aupuegt this specics was
seen for the first tine sinco May, a S : '

White-throated Bec-eater Aorops albicollis: Prosont in conpound throuy e
out the dry season,

Guinea Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus exythroriynchus: Passod throu:h conpound
frequently, - :

Didric Cuckoo Larpronorpha onprivs: Seon and licnrd froquently,

Klaas! Cuckoo Larmpronorpha l‘clnas:il.;l Not *_bosi'tivily identified in garden,
but thou lit to be heard. S | o |
Rufous~bellied Coucal Goqi:;;giaﬁu_sﬂ Lponddiss Ono mig_;htim_; of this bird ro-

————-

corded in corpound, A single Dbird, -





