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THE NESTING OF THE SHVEGAL KINGFISHER =~ °

Halcyon sencpalensis

Wettn Robinson,

These obsei"va'bions on the nogting of the Zenecgal Killg,’fishéleHalcxon

. sonepnlensie were made in the Tuimbull Rood area of ' Tkoyi, ‘along what is

Locally known as tho Bund -~ an enbanlment cxtending fron Turnbull Road
~at fhe onc end to Tkoyl Park at the other, On one side runs the "Five
Cowric Crecld" bordered with nangrove gwarlp and opening on .to the -Lagos
Lagoon, and.on the other side lics an enclosed aren of reclained narshland
conpriging spiky reed grasses and flat pans with sone nangrove,. and where
wabor levels aro controlled by tidal sluice gntes. A stretch of wooded
‘thickat fringes the boundary between the narsh swanp gnd the road. The
outhors viewlng point was from the enbenkient of the creck side ncross a
strotch of woator to the nesting site which wosg in the centre &rec of three
dead Imarled trunks on the swanp. The rocord:mbs rang; ocl ovor a per:l.od from
July 291,11 - Septonber 2nd, 1969, :

29th July, AM. A& Sonogal Kingfisher wos observed entering hole din dead
troc trunk, had boen sécn o be perched on top 6f neighbotrdiny dedd trec
prior to entering hole., Tho bird did not enexge again although watching

‘ 0untirluod for twenty ninutes, I‘rc,smwd to he :t.nc:ubaL:LnL oc;’s.

.Lbll, ulye A Bird acsin obmorved perched on trec bqfo_ro ontering neét
- holes Did not reap ear during a further watching period of half '__an_ hour,

gt _Awmgt, PJM. 9«6, Kingfisher seen just inside entrance to 1101’9 bafore
1t onorged and flow off to nearby tree. Several BlMo-hreasted Kingfishors
Holeyon nalinbicug wore active in the sance area. The matc of the Sonepal
Kin;'fishor not yot seen in nogbing vieinity, : ‘- R

ad Aurust. AJM, A half hour visit to the nesting site p‘roducod no. evidence
of the hird in or out of ncst hole. :

- 1hth Aurusgt, A M. The firaet sichting of the bircl since the last c,a'bc,, altliough
a viglit was nade on nost days. A Soncegal Kingfisher was clinging to a
trec just outside tho nest hole and then after about half a ninute flew

of f seawards. The head and bill of tho fenalo bird could be seen inside

tho nost hole, Aftor sone ninutbes, at the strident cry of a heron-she
‘cnerged, locked avound and then flew to a nearby trec, returning to the
hole after about five ninutes only to appear apain alnost at once to fly
off in the direction of the woodcd part of Turnbull Road. Thero was ag yGJG

no evidence.of live youny: in the nogts

22nd Ayust. PJM. An evening visit was rowarded at 1::5'1: by proof that a
brood hat hatchod, The nestlings could be heard and Just seen when the pare-
ont Lird visited the nest carrvying food in her bill, she returned at inter-
valg of around five ninutes with nore food and was then absont for f'lftoen
ninutes or nore, during which m.uo watching ceasod. :




.. l’-32:
23rd Awuste P, A brief visit with no sign of tho nother although the
nestlings could be heard chirruping and novement in the nost sean.

oAth fucuste P.M. During an hours watching the parent bird appeared only
at the end of that fine, although the nestlings could be secn and heaxd}
onc youngater could be seen very clearly with bill wide azape, near to the
entrance of the nest hole during what seemed to be a snall fracas insidc.
When the nother arrived, first alighting as was box habit, on cne of the
ad,]c,.CCIlt trees, always thc sanc onc and abt the sane point before going to
~ +he nest tree, she was carrying a uediun sized Apara Lizard in hér bill
“and deposited it cor_pleto in to the nest before flying off'again. A rood
deal . of squabbling over the ncal could be heard fron the neste. Watching
comscd at this’ point, Senegal Kingfishers had been geen previously in the
Turmbull Road aroa, with Agana Lizards in their bills.

- 26th A}_J,[ust. P, As short vieit of half an hour, durin Wh:}.ch '[:ho mothcr
visited the nest twice, each tine carrying food in hor b:l.ll. The youwng
secned very vigorous, onc youngster with bill wide open nenrly jurmping out
of the nest in its Ga/erness for fOud. A dint of blue plungre was Al 8CoT i~

ebhlo. -

27th Ammst. P.Me A watch of an hour and the nother only_visiﬁofl the nest
oncey ot the end of that tioe she arrived, and it scened, pushed food into
one opon nouth only.

28th & 29th. Ammst. No vigit was nade to the nest,

%0th Aurust. A, As the nest site was approached on thls date there was a
‘noticable.absence of twittering fron the nest hole and no distinguiskable
novenent fron within, The nother soon arrived - locking very-rwddy- and

carrying a snoll fish in her bill, Aftcr the usual proceedure of surveying

the areca fron the next troc, she approached the negt hole and pushed in the
fish, there was no sound fror: the nest and no sign of novonerit, The I:IO'bhOI'
flew off to roturn alnost at once with another fish but at this point ane

“other Scnegal Kln{_,'f'l.shc:[' turned up, her nate presumwbly, and cormenced a
display flight of aerdbatics and play with the rother, in the course of which
the fish was either tekwn fron her or was dropped. Both birds then perched
togethor on the next tree, focing landwaxds, called so it semed, to other’
kingfishers heard in the vicinity and then Loth flew off in a westerly dire
cotion, On the way fron the nest site a Seneral Kingfisher whieh was thought
to, be o juvenile was socn sittin: in a nangrove near the crecks Noted was itse
all black bill, althoush on close inspection through glasses the upper nmandi-
ble could be seen 1o have a reddish almost purplish tinge. There is no nentiory
by. Bannornan' (Birds Of West & Fquatorial Africa, Vol.l, 1953) of any variatioriss
in juveniles. It was not seriously 'thought that thls Juvenile could be one of
the young frori the nest s:l.t@. :

31at _Aurugt, A¢Ma Over an hours vigil at the nest B:Lte and no sight, sign nor
gound of citheor youns or parent bird, At this stage the conolusu.on was sadly
reached that the young mist surely h'o.ve d:c.ed in the nest hole, the uothe:c- havirng

- falled to rear her brood,

gt & 2nd Septean bcr. Visits on both these dates proved abortlve ancl tho gstudy
. reluctantly written off, An attempt was uade to cross the deviding stretch of
water to investigate the insidc of the nest hole, but the water was cstimated
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to be around 6 feet deep and was very nuddy and the opposite bank ond narsh
- wos judged not firm enough to set foot upon. At the time of writing - January
4970 ~ the nest hole has had a deal of longish dry frass- jarned into it and
. - on several occapions a Grey-hcaded Woodpecker Mesdpicos roertae has been Obw
. scrved on the tree top amllm{‘ UI'POBOfUll.Y avay. S
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND COMMEAT,

C. Ho FI‘:V. o

b ]

Vheén the ranses of two closc,ly-rf,latad and/ or ecologically sindlar bird
species neet; there is usually 'character displacenent! in the zone of over-
lap- (dlfforences betwoen the specios being nore oxagcerated where they are
synpatric than where allopotric). In tine this pronotes ccolo, dicnd and rorphe
ological differontation, so that the species can co-oxgist m.thout much con-
potition and become widoely sympatrics

In exceptional cases, it has been postulated that the converse process
of 'chamctor converga.ncc' can lmppen, with resulting gintlarities in colour,
pat'l:e:m and 'volce, pronot:l.n(_; interspecific tormtorlallty* Anongst sone other
birds there nay also be convergence in appearance and behaviour to facllitate
mterspeci:[‘:l.c social interactions like floclking*¥.

Sone vory impresgive oxamples have been discussed, cln.ofly antong:st Neo—
tropical birdsj if the thooretical explanations are fu:c‘bher clarified, and if
it can be shovm that this 'social nindery' or 'character convergence! is a -
widespread phonouonon, o field of oxtmorclmaly interest for expeorincentally~
ninded natualiste will be opened.up and nany affinitics within and between
‘{;enera will have to be exanined afresh. .

S0 far as' I an awarg,’ very little has’ been written about Africon birds
in - this contoxt, bub in a preliminary look at the field I have becn improssod
by the nuuber of potential candidates for this sort of nimdicry, Howover, oy
own exporience is linited nainly to west Africa, and I would be plad to hear
of othor possible ezarples that you know of. No constructive thecretical dev-
clopniont ig likely to arise fror: such a conpilation, becausc insufficicnt is
generally knowm about the biology of the birds concernedy but publication, if
warranted, nay spur on more studies in the fiold if thero is reason to BUppOBe
that visual and auditory ru.;.oublancos bo’cwecn African Dbirds intoracting 1n
nature are COrmonplacos

' Attached is a list of pairs of sIJec:.os ‘which nay be worth cloger cons
gideration, Gonerally the critoria have becnd (a) they are confusingly gine-
ilar in the fields \b) thore is an ares of gynpatry which is a substantial
proportion of ocach SPGCILCB' TANGES (¢) thoir habitate are sindlar or at leost
they neeot of teny and (c’é) they arc probably not as closoly related with .cach
other ag ab least one of the pair is with other sympatric congenors. Perhaps
the ginilarity between the specics in sone of the listod pairs is advontitious





