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I BLUE PLANTAIN FATIR AT ABUJA.
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The Blue plantain eater Corythngole cristata has been recorded in
geattored localitics throughout the West African forcst zone (Bannema,n,
1953, 1 :559—-560). It is a corwon specios in Ilaro Forest Roserve near
Abeolcuta (Button, 1964, Bull.Nis:,Orn,Soc. 4+ 12-27), Although typically
aggocinted with forest, Bl.ocd (1964, Bull,NigaOrn,Soc, 1 (1 113-25) states
that it also occurs in the mavanna - presuably in forest relicts, Obgorvations
on a flock of about six of those birds in the forest on the south side of
Zurin, rock near;AbuJa--(Qo 11 'E.,TO 11'N,) sugcests that the blue plantain
cator can survive in small isolated patches of forest, This forest, lcas
than 2 square nile in extont, hos a structure sirilsy o hat of twe
Loreatl 200 niles to the south althourh wany of the larper troees are savania
speciess There is a densc canopy and soveral Musanra trees, which are fav-
oured by the plantain cater, row in the forest, .

'Forest rolicts' or 'outliers' are an interesting feature of the south-
ormn  Gulnon savanna (Jcanes, 1963, J.Eeol. 51, $415-434), Most of then are amall
in arca amd soparated fron each other by woodland savanna, A rore detailed
knowledge of the distribubion of the blue plantain cater, and other species
of 'Torest! birdsg, will show how succeasfully these species have survived
dn dsolated patches of forest (see, for cxanple, Wells & Walsh, 1969, Bull,
NifreOrneSocs § 1t 1=25), Mong nonkoys Corcopithecus mona were observed in the
Abuja forest and they have boch seen olso in tho swanp forest north of the
Niger rivor near the Kainji Dog. It is unlikely that these nonkeys nove fron
onc forest relict to another, and if the population died ocut it would not be
replaced by new irmigrants, In contrast, large birds like the Dblue'plantain
eater nay be capable of noving fron forest tn forest if necessary, Patterns
of rovenent within and between relict forests night ghow how these "forest!
specien - Dirds and nawials - have nanaged to survive in the cuinea savanna.

D. C, D, Happold,

INCERNATTONAL WILDFOUL CENSUS

Wildfowl counts during: the 1969/‘70 winter were virtually restricted
to the Npuru area. This is probably tho nain winbering area for nigrant
duck in Ni eria but it is rerretted that inforcation was not available
fronm the Maidurmei and Sokoto lakes., In bobth of these arcas swanp draina/e
and the cultivation of rice and wheat is talcing place and it would be ine
. terestins to know the offect of these neasures on wildfowl,





