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i With the doath of Reg Moreau on 30th Hay 1970 there onded an
ere for African ormitholory, Tor he had been oencerncd with bthe birds
of Africa for half a century, He had also taken kindly interost in
the Nigorian Ornithological Soedety since its inception and had ot tho
samc time boen a good fricnd and wise counsellor to not a few individual
_ membors of the Soclety. Tt is thus with a rcal semsce of loss that we
Capecord kho passing of 4 groav porsonality with a mostd romariabhle caroer;
one of the roally great ornithologists of all timo.

Born on 29th May 1897, he was edumtied at Kingston Grammar School
and, withovt any formal highor edvwcation, entered the Home Civil Servico
at tho age of seventecn, Becouse of the arthritis thot was to cause hinm
“po much trouble in labter Life, he vas greded uwnfit for nilitary scrvice
but novertheless posted to the Ayay Audit OfTice during World Var 1.

In 1920, while still with Army audit, he ves moved to Cairo, vhero, it
was hoped, a hot climate would alleviate the rheumatlc condition. Ale-
though heo hod earlier joined the Royal Society fox tho Protection of
Birds, his kmowledge of ornithology ot that time was scanty. But shortly
afbey arviving in Lgypt ho contrected Paratyphoid and while convalesoing
ot floxandrin, at the tinme of the Autum migration, hecame "bitten” by

“oynithology. During this period he established friendships, that wore
+0 shape his interests, \ith C.B.Willloas (later F.R.5.) of Butterfly
igration fame, and with lilchuol Hichols thon curator of the Giza Zoa.

" Tn 1924 he marricd Winifred, who not only shared his growing passion
for birds, but had, as Rep himsolf told me, that rare glf't of locating
nests even in tropical environents. In 1928 he wvont to the Agricultural
Regoorch Stabtion ot Amani in Tanzonia in the capacibty of Secrotary/
Librarian, and it was during this period that he gained that breadth
of outlook that was to charcterise all his leter writings. This width
of interest in manifested by the fact that a lizard and o louse, as
well as a warbler, have becn nained morceui , while two other birds have
bean named winifredse aftor his wife. While at Amani he virote 80 papers
nering 17 birds including N4 new specics and, with his wife, devoted
attention to epiphytic orchids and to ffricon Violets ($t.Paulin) as
well as to meny aspeota of aninal life, I

He left Amand in 1945, being involidod home vith throatened
blindnoss, and shortly after took a part-time post ot tho Bdward Gref
Institute at Oxford, where from 1947 to 1960 he edited "Ihis', It was
his guiding hand that elevated that journel to being recogniscd as the
worldts leading ornithological publication ond he did much to found the

»  Uesolenbific respectability® of crmithology by the high standards he ex-
peotcd of contributors. Ho was of the greatest personal help te tho 7
vriter at this time, holping him shape his own publieations in "Jhisi
Boxly in Reg's stoy ob the Rdvard Grey Fnstitute, the Universily of
Oxford, rocognised his wmsuwal giits by confering oo . Honoraxy H.A.
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Degrec, o very rare procedurs indeed!

From 1960 +o 1965 Reg vas Presidoent of the British Ornithologists ﬁ
Unlon and +the reoipiont of many honours, the Union's Godman-Selvin Medal, &
the DLondon Zoologlcal Society's Stamford Raffles licdal and a wide range 3
of the leading Ornithological SOGlﬂtlLS of the world recognised his merdt |
vith Honorary Mewborship, e remained at Oxford until 1966 and durlng this |
20 year period vwas olways willing to find time for a stimulating chet w:uql
ony visiting ormithologist, ubpoclally if he came from Africa. It is a
great ploasure to Mnov some of one's own data were incorporated in tho
first of his books, "Ihc Bird Founas of Afriea and its Islands", publlshed1
in 1966, During hlu stay at the E.G.L, Reg published o further 70 papers
and o charming small book, showing his wide interests, on Berrick Salome, |
the south Oxfordashire villege in vhich he lived at this time. Latterly ho |
was also GOMoporaLmnb with Mrs, Pat Hall on the "4tlas_of Africon Birds"
which, it is hoped, ill be published shortlf.

|
|
Tn 1966 tailing health caused him to move to Hereford to bo near
to his daughter. Hvea so he still produced o furthor dozen papers and. |
just before his death completed ihe manuscript for a scoond major hook,

"The Palaecercotio«ifricon Ber hlgrahlon Systomi, %o be published post-
hunously next yoaur. | -

Thaese fnots of Reg's most remarkable carcer and prolifiec writing
must be seen against the backzround of his really warn personality and
“his great courapo in ovorcoming the shadow of indiffeorent health., To
havo known him vas o priviledge ond an inspiration. Fou can have donc 50
mach for ornithology and the Nigerian Ornithological Society has lost a
" good friend as vell o8 o lucid writer on so many aspects of African bird
life, .
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