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BIRD RECORDS FROM GHANA T 1967 AND 1963/69.

Wil

Part 1, Souﬂwrn Ghana,
by
RV WoBulton,.

TUTRODUCTION,

In 1967, T gpenv six woeeks (July-Septenber) in the southern half
of Ghana, The first part of these nobes concerns records from that period.
“Trom Scpbonber 1968 till July 1969, T was teaching at Tumu, in the Upper
Region of Ghano (87 miles West of the regional copitnl Bolgatanga, 9 miles
south of the Upper Volta border). The second part of these notes concerns
pecords from ltwmu and certain other Localities in the northern part of
Ghana. An Atlas showing Ghona will help in finding the various localities,

CHEGILIST OF KIS RACONDED IN TR SOUMUIRY JALE OF GHANA, 196T.

Referonce hére may he made to records from Ghana of 1964 published
by me in Bull.Niger.Ormn.Soc. 1965, 2 (7 & 8), Some of the locelities ree
forred to here were also vigited in 1964, especially Demu and Tarkwa.
Seiontific nomenclature follows White,C.i.H. (1960-65) Gheck List of
Africon Pirds. Lusaka, Zembia,

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutug: Common in thic marshea at Denu, Volta
Region, in Augugt, : .

Dwarf Bittérn Izobmychus sturmii: Recorded in fair numbers at Demu in July
and Augusts .

Hadnds Bostrychin hagedagh: 1 near Tarkwa, V.Region, 12/8, A forest record.

Pyeny Goose Notlapus auriiug: 2 at Demu, 5/8,
Long-crested Bawk Engle Lophactus occipitalis: 1 over a field near Cape St.
Paul, Volta Region (near Keta), 22/8.

, Ahznto Trancolin Francolimusg abantensisé: 4 on the edge of the Ofin Head-
waters Forest Reserve near Mampong hsante (ca. 35 miles N.E, of Kmasi),'?/?).

Bladkc-bellied Bustard Bupodotis melanogaster: 1 on an arca of rocky 'pave-
ment! near Kwohu Tafo (ea.rs't of Mpraeso), 5/

Whito-fronted Sand Plover Charadrius marsinatus: 8 at Kedzi near Keta, _4/8.
Sanderling Calidris albat c.10 at Kedzi, 4/8, c.25 at Cape St. Paul, 22/8.,
Caspian Torn Stopns tachemmavar 3 ot Kedai, 4/8.

Common Torn Sterna hirmde: 12+ at Cope 8t.Paul, with juveniles, 22/8.
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Sandwich Tern Stormn sondvicensigs 2 at Cape St.Paul, 22/8,

Iittle Torn Slerna plbifrons: 3 at Kedzi, 4/6.
Damara Tern Sterns balaenarum: ¢30 at Keclzi,zl./& c40 at Cape S-t.PmL‘L,ZZ/ 8.
There are, so far ag I know, no previous rocords of this species wegt of
the Lagos area: it appears to be the first for Ghana.
Black Tern Sterna nigra: 14- at Cape St.Paul, 22/8,
Watching from Cape St.Paul, vhich is casily accessible by road from
the village of Woe, would at the right scason, produce many records
of sea ond shore birds. . ,
Pabourine Dove Twartur tymponistrin: Recorded at Lolobi (Hohoe), Volta
Reiiob, ',"31/ 7 '
Browmw-nocked Parvot Poiccophalus robugtuss c.15 in Ofin I.F.R. Manpong
Asanto, r'{/ 9, This is a forest record of o suposcdly savanna species,
Giant Plantain-cater Corvihacola cristata: 3+ ncar Tarkwa, 12/8. Recorded
from the pame loculity in 1964. | R
Yollowbill Couthmochares aercuss Rocorded at Lolobi (Hohoe), 1/8.
cranogasters 1 near Ho, Volta Region, 24‘/ 8.

tomug pularisg: 1 near Kwahu Tafo, 5/9

¥
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Bluewbelliced Roller Corncilag
: Blue~-throated Roller Burys

Ay s aface i
'

Black Bocwenter Merops gulaviss 2 near Dizcove, W.Regien, 16/8.

Piping Hornbill Byconistes fistulatas 5 at Tarlkwva | 3/8, 4 in Chirimfa
Porest Reserve, 18 miles M.k, of Mampong Asante, 8/9.

Black Dyarf Horubill Togkms howtlaubis 1 in Chirinfa 1.R., Mampong Aseante,
8/9, This is said by Bomnerman (1953) 1o be a rare and 1ittle-known species.
This bird was sitling on a dead branch, making flights after on insect Like
a huge flycatchers ' : )
Whito—crested Hormhill Tropicranus albocristatus: 1 near Tarkwa, 15/ Be -

Speckied inker Bird Pogondulug seolopsceus: Recorded at Dixcove, -16/8.

Yellow=billed Barbet Trachyphonus mrgﬂnatuﬂ 2 1 near Tarkwa, 14/ Ba -
~Molancholy VWoodpecker Dendropicos lusubris: 1 near Kwabu Tafo, 5/9. |

Rufous~rumped Bush Lark Mirafra ndgricongs 1 ot Denu,5/8, This is an un-

-

wsual record of a speciles thatl is conssidered by Bannerman to be an inhabe
itant of the areas north of the foresh vegions,

Yol Low-throated Long-clow Hacronyx crocoug: A Palr ncar Kwalw Tafo, 5/9s
White-bearded Bullul Griniger calurus: 1 near Tarkwa, 14/8,

Swamp Bulbul Thesodlocichla loucoplewruss 3 near Tarka, 14/8.

Leafw-love Phyllastrepie scandenss 4 near Jngikan, Volta Region {(northern
part), 25/5.
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White-tailed Greenbul Bacopogon indicator: 1 near Jasikan, 25/8,

Little Groy Bulbul Andropndus ernciliss 1 nearw Taxkwe, 12/8.

Cassin's Grey FMycatcher Muascicapa cassini: 1 near Tariwn, 1%/8. Recorded
from sane locality in 1964, :

Black & White Flycatchor Bins mugicus: A pair near Kuahu Tafo, 5/9.

Ye}léﬁubollicd Flycateher F1liota flavizagter: 2 near Kpeve, Volta Region,
26/8. : .

Chogtnub=capped Flycabeher Drythrocercus necallis 4 near Tarkwa, 14/8,

ke W w oy

5 o Chirimfa ¥.R., Mampon: Asonte, B/9,

Blacle-headed Paradise Flycabcher Terpeiphone rufiventer: 1 near Tebeman,
Volta Region (near Jas:;ilc:m), 2,/8. & near Tarlkwa, 13/’8.

White~bellied Crombee Sylvietta virens: 1 near Abetifi/Pepense (near Mpmesd),
6/ 9. 3 on Chirimfa F.R., Mampong Asante, /9.

European Swallow Hirundo rusticas 8, including Juveniles, at Denu, 22/8;
an extrately carly dato, :

White-throated Swollow Hirundo nigritad Rocorded near Tarkwa on a river,
12/8; recorded from the same locality in 1954,

Square-tailed Rough-winged Swallow Psalidoprocne nitens: ©.20 near Tarkwa,
12/8, Recordad from same locality in 1964,

Lm/'ag-’-cres-l;erl Helmet Shrike Brionops plumata: c.6 near Kpeve, Volta Region,
26/8. : i

Red-billed Shrike Prionops ceniceps: 2+ nea. Jasikan, Volta Region, 25/8,

Figeal Shrike Laniug collarig: Recorded at Dixcove, 16/8,

West African Nicator Nigator chloris: 1 near Abe-tifi/Pepease, 6/9.
African Golden Oriole Ordiolus aurntus: 1 at Denu, 29/"; the only one I

. have ever seen in the south, ' -

Blgck-headed Oriole Oriolug brochyrhynclus: Recorded at Lolobi (Hohoe),

31/7; 1 on Ofin H.F.R., Mampong Asante, 7/9. '

Copper~tuiled Glousy Starling Lamprotomnis cupreocaudat 4 on Ofin H.F.R.,

Mempong Asante, 7/9, o

Bufi--throated Sunbird Noctarinia adelberti: Recorded at Lolohi (hohoe) 1 /8.

Green Hylia Hylin prasinas 1 near Jasikan, Volta Region, 25/8. |

\'ﬂiite:naped Black Weaver Ploceus albinucha:{ on Ofin HeFuRs, Mampong Asante,

7/9. -

Chestnut & Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus: o410 near Adnklu, near Ho,

Volta Region, _ o

Yellow-mantled Weaver Plocens tricolor: Recorded at Lolobi (Hohoe), 1/8,
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Red-hoaded Weaver Molimbugs rubricollis: 2 at Lolobi (Hohoe), %1/7, 2 on
Ofin, H,7.R. Manpong Asonte, /9. ‘ : |

Blue-billed Monndiin Lonchurn bicolors 2 ab Abetifi/Pepease, 6/9. -
.N ‘ .
Grey-crowned Negro Finch Migrita cimicopilia:l near Dixcove, 16/8.

White~breasted Negro Finch Gigzite Fusconota: 2 on Ofin i.T7.R., /9.

Blue-billed Weaver Spomonhagn hagmating: at Dixcove, 16/8, cinging
from the Lobttom of a bushs ‘

m

My thanks are due .o cormection with these records to many officials’
of the Minigtry of Forestry, whosc co~operation exceeded all hoves; in parw
tioular those worling for-the Minisiry in Kumesie

o bo continued.
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BIRD RECCRDS FRGH NIGER AND MALL:

JULY. = AUGUST, 1900
RV WoSubton,

In July 1969 I left Chang and travelled overland across the Sahara
Nesort to North Africa. This involved travelling through Upper Volta, .
Higer ond Malis T bparellod frow Bavku in Ghuno to Niamey in Niger, then
up the River Higer 1o Gao, then to Bouremn end up to Tessalit and thence
into Algeria, Such records os T heve are obviously extremely superf icial,
bub some seem of S01Me intorest, T was mosl surprised at the sheer mubers
of birds to be seen on the souwkhern edge of the Sahara; mony gpecles occe
urred further to the north ihan T had cxpeched, In this part of Africa, I
believe that the real deviding 1ine hetwecn West and North African fauna
congisgts of the great waterless woste, referved o on SOME IApH as Tanes
Cprouft, that extends for ot least 500 miles from fthe area north of Tegs-
alit in Mali o Reggene in soutbern Algerio. I did not see n single bird
Jliilclmcl.’,%&aata?i' rollows Wiite,CdlaH. (1960-65) Chodk, Iiat, of African Birdes
Grey Pelicon Pelecnnus rufescenas Flocks of wp to 20 seen between Ansongo

~

md. Gao, Mali, 1*"i:/."7 > ‘I9/ Ts
Blacle-headed Haron Arden melanoceplalat Ce 15 found Lreeding wilth Abdim' s

Slharte ot Ayorow, Kiger, 13/7.
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