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for an owl., I kopt the hird for nearly two days during which fime it
refused all food, and I yoleased il.

: As far as T know this bird has not been recorded in the Western.
pogion of Ghana, it was in fact caught only 12 miles fwom the Ivory Coast
border, which suggests 1t may also occur thers, I would be.most interested
to hear anyone elsc's couments and vecent sightings. .

1 AN A PRSP
« Mo Joffray.
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SABINE'S AND LITTLE CULLS AT LAGOS.

P TR TL T S N By B

ALthough the Sabine's Gull Xaon gabinii  and the Little Gull Laxus
minutug have beon previously recorded in Nigeria only once, the months of
Deccmber and January 1969/‘?0 have broughl seccond records of hoth species,
and thepse were multiple in the case of the latter.

The first Dittle Gull wes 8een off the Paderal Palace Hotel, Vie-
toria Igland on 15th Deccmber and fron 20th December to 18th January, no
less than five individuals (including the original but no wore than three
on one day) frequented the lagoon mouth and Lighthouse Beach, Tarkwa. ALl
the bivda were in sub-adult plumage, showing blacdk in "o striliing Vo e
zag' on ‘the upper wings, the crown and fuce and terminally on the tail,
These parts contrasted with the grey of the mantle and the otherwise white
plumage. One posscssed a black bar on the fore<edge of the mantle, At
Lleast bwo appeared 111, with veory abraded plumage.

Phe Sabine's Gull appeared on 11th January following an influz of
gon-birds and waders during squally weather. Lt was seen in company with
a Little (ill, two Black-headed Gulls Larus riditbundus and many terns
Sterna spp, and Chlidonias nigpn. Whilst on the ground the bird combined
puzzlingly the look of a Little Gull and a Kittivake Rissa tridactyls tut-
vhon it %oolk flight at ¢25 yards, 1 was able to see clearly a partial
rreyish Tinod { bordored bagally with a daric Qine) and the diagnostic pattern
of black, white and dark grey triangles on the wings. The mantle vag also
a cleoar dark grey and thus the bhird was appaven tly an adult,

T have considerable experience of both the ahove species and in
particul.ar had scen Aabina's Gulls off Co. Kerry, Irelsnd only iwo months
before the Lagos bird. ' e

- | D T M. Vallace.
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