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THE BIRDS OF THE MOLE GAME RISFRVE,

Passerines. .

W.G,Haxvey & I,.D;ﬁérrigon,

Buckley's Bush Lark Mirafra rifocinnamomeas Recorded on several dates from
dry orchard bush es;oeolally Vhere ~open grassy areas. Males heard sn.ng:mg
Two cavght and skins taken.

Africen Pied Wagtail Notacilla slbat Single record of one flying along ‘
motel scarp on 24/8 We found this species much commoner in the foregt
belt of southern Ghans and our record scams somewhat nor'bh of the usual

TaYECs
Bluéwheaded Wagtail Motagilla flava: Recorded in 1968 duy season (November)
by & Game ‘Ranger, We did not see “Enis species personally, '

Pledin-backed Pipit Anthua 1oucophrys: Recorded in late July (to 1/8) from
gpen ground and lawns near motel. ' :

Sudan Brown Ba,bbler Tyurdoidos plobéijus: Commonly recorded in noisy par‘bles

in dry orchard bush and dry forest, These parties would move rapidly through’
the bush calling loudly and then stop suddonly and preen in complete ailence.
Three caught and one gkin ‘taken,

Blaqlccap Babhler Turdm.des remwa.rdli A’s least two of this forest spec:.es
in thicdk riverine , forest at Lovi on 3/8

Oricle Babbler Hypergerus atriceps: Single record of one in thick bush’ in
matel marsh on 21/8, According to Bannermen thig is a local species re- '
stricted, to thick forest. :‘?‘“**

Comman Garden Bulbul Pycnonotus . barbatuﬁ. Commonly recorded every day‘ 5~
pecially in thick orchard bush and forest. Particularly noisy at communal =
yoosts which were vsually in thick’ cover near wabtbr. Fourty caught and one
slein takeng Most in mouldt. Wing: 90~102mm. Taj.l=81~104nnn. 3111'15-19rmh
Tarsusl2o—26mm. Welght 32—41grms. '

Leai'love Pyrrhurug & soandens: S:.nglg; record of oné seen well in riverine
forest. a:b Mognorl on 978. This is anobhe:c Forest speoies out of range.

Yellow-tbroated Leaflove. Pmrhums flavwoll::.s Recorded on several dates,
from large trees on scarp slopes and d:cy forcst. :

Simple Leaflove Byrrhurus simplex: Recorded:on. BeVeral dates from 1ar.ge trees

BT 1 = o K -

and thicdk orchard ‘bush mairﬂ,y in late July' 7 3 mldnAugust. Th:l.s is another
forest speciem,

%% Algheugh the scientific nomenclature In this and the rullowing paper fullows u‘nit.e (1980—65),
the order in which the species have been placed follows Bannerman (1953), H%Eeggem‘gﬂatricng_pﬁ,
fo® example, 1S placed with the warblers (Sylviinas) by Wnite (opssit.) d.
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Grey Tit-~babbler Myioparus plumbeus: Recorded on three dates from +thick
riverine forest at Lovi, One caught and skin taken,

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus:s Commonly reco:rded on most days par'b-:
icularly from open bush near settlement and cultivated land. Several juv-
eniles seen with adults, Pourteen caught and skins taken.

Black Flycatcher Melaenornig edol:l.oldes. Recorded on fifteen dates from
riverine and dry forest ma:mly, but also from open bush, Usually in family
parties. Two caught and sldn taken,

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Hyliota flavigaster: Recorded on eight dates from
large trees in dry orchard bush and dry forest, Apparently rather shy and
difficult to see but male heard to sing strongly when in hand. One caught
but. no” skin taken., ‘

Senegal Puffbacl Flyc:atcher Batn.s senegalensa.s' Pairly’ common, partiwlarly
in dry and wet orchard bush, Seen carr:y:r.ng food on 1/8. E:Lght caught and.
two skins (pair) taken. . g

Wattle-eye lagrstelra gyanesa: Commonly recorded from riverine forest esp~

Y.

eclally at Lovi where it was mdére often heard than seen. Also in tall trees
ih-orchard:bush .and dry forest, Five caught and two skins (palr) taken.

Blue Fairy Flycatcher Trochocercus longicaudas Recorded on many da"hes
mainly. from riverside habitats but later in Algust more recards from open
marsh and even dry forset and vegetable plots, Males dustinetly territorial,
often smgmg fiercely and pos’curlng. Seen plung:.ng in r:.ver at LW:L. Five.

' caugh’c and one skin talken, - ‘ -

.Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone: VlI'ldJ.S‘ Recordud on several dates mainly
from thick orchard bush and dry foreste Several dlfferent foms. Three :
caught and one skin taken, . .

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus pelios: Rathert sca,:c'ce. Al'bhough reborded on many
dates only two to four pairs apparently invelved, Distinct preference for
tall trees near water or settlement. Four caught and one okin taken,

Red~tailed Chat Cercomela familiarig: A few pairs recorded oh many days
along motel scarp and on aultivated land, One pair was closely assoomated
with motel bUlldlI'lgS. One caught and slcin taken, - . . oo

White-fronted Blackchat mvrmeacocichla alb:.frona* Recorded from dry orcha:cd
bush, usuglly around dead trees and -scarp slopes on a mmber of dates. Of ten
in pairs. One pair caught and cking talcen. A .

White~crowned Robin-chat Cossypha albicapillas Recorded on eight dates" from
thick cover in riverine foregt. Several pairs holding terr:l.’comes along Lovi
river, Thz:ee caught and sk::Ln 'bsken. . : . .

Snowy—crovmed Robin-~chat Cossypha n:_velcapz.lla. Recorded on eight dates f¥om
thick cover but in dry forest arid .orchard bush as well a8 r:werma :t‘orest. |

Five ca,ugllt and one. sk:m taken. .
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Rufious Cane-~Warbler Acrocephilus rufescens: Views obtained of a pair
almost eertainly of this species in reeds at motel marsh on several dates
in August. According to Fry {in 1i%t) .and to Bannerman, this could be '
an easterly extension of range and a new record for Ghana,

Nubhatoh Werbler Sylvietta brachyura: Recorded on five dabes after
1% 8 from dry orchard bush and gcarp slope., Two caught and skins taken.
Bannerman considers tris to be a dry country species. .

White~beliied Crombec Sylvietta vineus: Single record of one in large
trees in wet orchard bush on 138 vith Mithatoh Warblers. This is '
apparently a forest sypecies,

Grey-backed Eremomels Eremomlg ioteropysialis: Recorded on four
dates, usually in small grouss in dry orchard bush particularly from
late August onmwards, Comparel with E,pusilla in the field. Considered
by Bannernan to be ancther dzy couatry swecies. |

Green-backed Eremomel: Bremosela pasilla: Very commonly recorded,
especially from orchard bush and dry fornst, MNany family parties after
mid-August, Twelve cavght and skins take:.

Green-baoled Camaroptera Cam roptera chloronota: Only récords were of
two lmmatures caught in dry ‘orest, Skinm: taken., This is another
forest species ascording to lannemian, :

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camg:opter: braciyura: Recorded on several
dates in thiok cover cf orchird bush and riverine forest., Nine
caught and one skin teken, T -

Whistling Grass-Warbler Cist .cola ~abteralis: Fairly common especially
in thiok cover in riverine aid dry fores.. Apparently nesting and
Juveniles caught after mid-pigust, Eleve:. caught and skins taken.,

Rogck~loving Grass-Wartler Ciiticol. abermans: Several pairs were found
on the rock face of Dimongo scarp. They vere watched at olose quarters
on geveral occasions tut non» were caugh'. This is one of the few
definite records for Ghana, .

Singing Bush-Warbler (istico.a camians: (mly one definite record - g
bird caught and skin taken, ’rom tiick wit orchard bush near motel marsh.

Red~fased Grass-Warbler Cist.cola srythrops: Found in wet marsh and
associated bushes, Several s:n anl hear'. in motel marsh, Three caught
and skins taken. | .

Rufous Grags-Warbler Cistico .a galietote;: aAnother marsh-loving
oisticola, favouring good co’er near ope: marsh. Fairly common in
suitable habitala at rotel aea and Lovi. Flve caught and skins taken.

Striped Grass-Warbler (isticila nasglensis: Favoured open grassland,
but nevor swamp, formed its .sbitai, San; very distinctively from
vantage point - a tree top, ‘'or eximple. Two .caught and skin taken,

Frager's Rufous Grass-Warbler Cisticols ;ufa: This was probably the
commonest oisticola, being widespriad in dry orchard bush .where_there
wag adequate grass cover, We originally tidsidentified this species as
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C.brachypbors but the correction made by the British Museum from the
skins we colleeted makes this an even more interesting record, since
C.ruf'g 1s rather local according to Banncrman, Nine caught and sking
taken,, o | N |

Red-Pate Grass Warbler Cisbicols ruficeps: Favoured woll-vegetebod dry
orchard bush with long grass, Often assoolated with C,rufa, Five caught
and skins taken, ;

Red~wing Warbler Prinla exyshropldrat + Rocorded on elght dates frqm
thick cover in orchard bush- and dry forest, Shy, Nine caught und one
skin taken. In moult, .

Moustached Sorub-Warbler Spheononaous mortalis: Fairly common in arvoay
of thick cover and long grass in wel orchard bush, often on margins of
riverine or dry forest. Although o distinotive songster and o large and
aggresslve holder of territory, we found this gpeciley remarkuble wary
and diffioult to ses, Throe caught' and one skin baken., .

West,Affican:Prinia Prinia subflave: falrly common in thick, well-grasged
orehard bush, Tended to be overlooked, Nine caught and one skin tukon,

Buropean Swallow Hirundo. m.rustdos: Single resord of an ndult over motol
mersh on. 3¢/8 with large gathering of Hirundifos and nwifbs, bany
swallows sp. moving south through Ghana during early Septembor wope '
probebly of this speocioes,

Gambian Swallow Hirundo Lylucida: Very oommon, recorded ovory dqy'overl
margh and dry bush, Large evening gatherings particularly in lato Augupt
over motel marsh. One cauglt and skin taken, Fry (in 1it%) thinks this
may be an extension of range eastwards but according to Vol.V of = ' -
Bannerman it is definitely found in @hana, ' h

Pied~wiﬁé Swallow Hirundo leWoosoma: ™wo recomds Tor late July and early
August of up to three birds near water at Mognori and the motol, .

hﬁre-taiied Swallow Hirundo smithii: Recorded on elght dabes over open
water or marsh with maximum of four on 2¢/8,

Mosque Swallow Hirundo senegalonsls: Common over motel marsh and at Lovi
over wet grassland, Appeared regularly at 8,00 a.n, and fed over marsh .
in small groups, less regular from late Avgust, This is usually a =
swallow of the dry country further north or near Accra,

Gordon's Rufous-chestod Swallow Mirundo semirufa: Recorded on seventoon
dates after early August, mainly over open wabor marsh, Iwo caught and
cne skin taken, o

Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abygsinioa: Hocorded on eight datos
over grass bush and olearing, especially near Lovi,

Red-throated Rock-Martin Hirundo fuligula: Redordad on pevoral dates
from Damongo scarp in late August,. . ‘

Fanti Rough-wing Swallow Psalidoprapre obsoura: Found particularly at
Lovi where it favoured the vicinity of the river and grass oloarings
in forest., Also a few seen near motel, Considered disgtinetly looal
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Afrisan Golden Oriole Qriolus auratus: Single record of amale scon
woll in tall trecs in rivorine forest at Lovi on 26/8,

Whito~shouldeored Black Tit Parmus leucomelas: Common in orchaxd bush,
often in amall partics. Seven caught and gedn takon.

Wost African Ponduline Tit Romlz parvulus: Single rocord of one in wotb
orchard bush noar motel on 20/8.

Pied Crow Qorvus albus: Throe aightings ol two binds botweoon 26/7
and 9/8 ovor motel. We only found this species common aouth of Kumasil,

Amethyst Starling Cinnyricinclus loucogastor: Single rocord of o malo
in overgrown ocultivated land near motel on 23/8. This bizd wna
prematurely acuth of ite usual renge acoording to Bannenaoen.

short~talled Glossy Starling Lamprotornis ohalouxus: Probab.le coxamplos
of this species were scon on several daves noar eultivatol land at
Hognord. with a oortain fleclk of twonty foeding on flying innscols ovep
open grass at Lovi on 2 -3/8,

Purple Glessy Starling Lauprotornis purpurcus: Recorded on many datos
fram oultivated arcas and opon orchawml bush. ifolt o be the comuoncat
although positive identification was not always possible. Ono caught
and skin taken.

Yollow White~cye Zosterops sonogalonsis: Rooorded on ton dotos, 4
rather inconspiouous and scarco apocics proferring lavee tvees in
orchard bush. Two caught and gkin taken. In moult.

Boantiful Long~tailed Sunbird Neetarina pulehella: One o the throeo
cammenest sunbinda, rocorded almost evory day, capeoinlly fvem wot
oxchard bush and bushos near wator. Two oocupicd ncsts #ound, Thirteon
caugl.ﬁ; and skins tekon. Banncmen considers this to be a dry country
specics.

Fygny Long-tailed Sunbird Anthroptos platura: Only three reoords, all
aftor mid-August. Usually ncaxr wator with other sunbinds, According
to Bannemmen this speeics ia more typieal of orchard bush than
N.pulchella, |

Gopper Sunbird Neetarinia cuproa: Anothor common spocics favouring all
bush habitats but avoiding large treos. Thought to bo breoding with
males vory territorial ~ for oxample four malos singing dn one squarc
foot of a buah on 16/8. Thirboon caught and sking takon,

Splondid Sunbind Neetarinia cocoinogastor: Rather a scarvce ppocica,
recorded on only four dates, mainly from dry and rilvorine forost.

Scarlot-ohostod.Sunbivd Nectarinia sonegalensis: The thinl wost common
Eunbird ,ifg,{oui'}:;,ng Larger troes and thick cover, neually near wator,

088 soolable than N.pulchella and N.oupr(‘-u Proved hroodins, Twonty-
fivo caught and skins talor. - o Y
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e Wing: 65 - 69 ma. Tail: 45 - 52 ma, Bill: 22 - 26 mm. Tarsus: 16.5 - 19 mm.
Wolght: 7.5 ~ 12 Ems., o S e _

Q Wing: 59 - 63 mm. Tail: 37 - L4 wm. Bill: 20 - 2} mm. Tarsis: 15 - 17 mm.
Woight: 7.5 - 12 gms.

Bluo-throated Brown Sunbird Nectarinia cyanolaoma: $inglo record of a
male in rivorine forest at Lovi on 12/8, This is yet another forest
spocles. according to Bannewman, -

Nile Spotted Crecper Salpomis spilinota:__hocprdod on cight dates with
up to two togethers Usually from opon bush with gscattored large troos
and ©ld timbor ncoar motel. One caight but no akin'takan.

Yollow-fronted Canary Sorinus mozambicus: Cortainly one of the commonest
speoles and a favourite cage bird in the arca. Favourod orchexd bush
ospocially ncar cultivatod lend and open grassy arcas, Vory soclable,
mixing with weavors ote. Forty-cight caught and skins taken. '

Wing: 60 - 67 mm, Teil: 34 - 47 mm. Bill: 8 ~ 13 mm. Tarsus: 10 ~ 16 mm.
Wedght: 7 -~ 13 gms. | -

Cabanig' Bunting Enbc'rizamoabanisi:' Recordod on six dates {wrom dry
orchard bush, usually near cultivation. Two caught and skins taken.

Nigorden Little Bunting Buboriza forbesi: Singllo record of one in
orchard bush bolow motel scarp on 22/0. According to Banneymen this
apooics is restricted to tho semi-arid belt north of 12,

Groy-hoadod Sparrow Passer grisoys: Ohly vecorded trom the roserve .on'
a fow datos. Each village held a few pairs and we found a pair at Lovi
Camp, Moro surprinsingly, wo found at least one pair in wet orchard
bush near the motel marsh on sevoral dates. Two caught and elins taken,

Sparrow Weoaver  Plocopasser superciliosus: A very comaon species
rocorded overy day particularly from the noighbourhood of actilenent
ard cultivation, Never scen in thiclk woodland. Nest~building record
on 5/9., Ten canght and onc skin teken. .

Siender-billed Weaver Ploccus Jutbeolus: Falrly roguiarlf;,notcw_d , usually
noar wator. Pair fooding vouns in noat at Lovi from 2/8 - 8/8. Seven
saught and skins taken. |

Nigor Black-headed Weaver Plogeus molenoccphalus: At least two pairs
in full breeding plumage found near-motel marsh. Vo caught and took
akins of one pair for confimatim, since, according to Bannerman,
this specicas should be rostricted to the Niger valley. -.

Vitelline Masked Woaver Ploocus velatus: Pairs ;‘rodordod on three .
dates in the motel maxsh. - .




0

Villago Weavor Ploceus cucullatus: Apart from large colonies in
Danmongo there wore smaller oncs in Mognori and Samolo camps, The birds
were raroly roocorded away from their colonics oxcopt for two sightings
from the mobel marsh. : '

Swainson's Speotacled Woaver Ploocus nipricollis: We found soveral palrs
of this weaver in riverino forcst at Lovi where thoy fomod ainall.
digporsed colonics, building nesbs high in the rivorside troces. When
the noat altos were approached the malos emitbod a delicato bubbling
call, while the goneral bohaviour was rather scorotdve. Single biwd

() was caught in motvl marsh and skin taken,

Rod~winged Anaploetes Malimbus JE_U_IE&LQ'C‘JJ_“ ‘Reoorded ton goven daton,
always in dry or riverino forest., A rather shy apccics, keoping bo
thoe upper canopy. B

Rod-vontod Weaver Malimbus soubatus: Two dofinilte recovds of wales in
full broeding droas on 21/8 and 3/9, Both asscoiatod with 1 arge treog
on merging of dry and riverine Corcat., Soveral partiles of lewge dork
weavers wore recorxded at dual al Tovi £lighting over the foroat,
‘Although certain identiflostion was not possidle it wap L'0lt Lhat Lhoy ..
could bo this spocica, Bauncrman conaidders this to bo a Porcoet apeclon.

Rod~he adod Dloch Quolca orythrops: Apart Crom o party on marnh prass
gt Mognori on the 4/8, all the othor rocords concown a ingloe podri.
Closoly associated with opon marshy areas with plenty of gioss. fdvo:
caught and skins taken, :

Firo-orowned Bishop fuplectes hordeaceus: Losa sommon then d5. 0rdx or
B.afra but rocorded from soveral avcas. iavouped opoeN  [LAGHY arons
ofton near water but olways with bushen Lor song pountao, Two cought and
sking talen. T

Orange Bishop Bupleoteos ordx: A common gpeoica, favouring wot prossy
arcas, but also vecorded From cultivated plots and dry grass in orchard
bush, especially up to mid-pugust. Territorial bohaviour beoane more
obvious after mid-August with Fow flocks acon. At thé motol warsh

sovon (M) held torritorics in 300 vbrip. Up to asix (') scem with onc
magle, Thirty-seven caught and skins talken.

0 Wing: 59 - 66 mn. Tail: 31 - b mm. Bill: 11 - 15 wn. Tapaus: 17 ~ 22 mm.
Woight: 12 - 19 gms. o

¥ Wingi 55 - 63 mn. Tail: 2/ = 40 mn. Bill: 12 - 16 . Tavaua: 17 ~ 20 nm.
Weight: 12 - 19 mmas. - o
Yollow Bishop Euplecteos afer: Rocorded 6vo'xﬁr day but restricted to the
onvirons of wator. Particularly comon on motol narsh vhore 1 arpgoe

flock of about 50 non-brooders soen on several dates. Moximws of 8
adult (M) caught togothor, Sixty-four canght and eking tolon.
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d‘Wil’%: 55 - 59 mm., Tail: 26 - 36 mm, Bill: 12 - 15 mm. Tersus: 15 ~ 19 mm.,
Woight: 10 - 17 gms.
?- Wing: 5% ~ 60 mm. Tail: 29 -~ 36 mm., Bill: 12 -~ 15,5 nn. Teia:'éus: 15 - 19 mn.
Woight: 10 ~ 17 gns. | | -

Yellow-mantled Wydeh Euplectos macrourus: Common i open [,J."ELSS arcas,
ospocially near water, although somotimes in dry open bugh near rosads.
Apparently broeding -~ territorial display watched in hoavy rain on

31/8. Non-broeodoprs mixed vmth non-broodlng, Fuplectos spocics on motel
marsh,

Bronao Marmikin Lonchur'a cucullata: Extromnly comon, ospoclally noar
sottlomont and cultivation, but Tilocks also oncountered in dry orchaxd
bush and in marsh grasscs with otheor eostrildinos, Found breeding and
also roosting in nests in trees near seottlement. Sixty caughb and
skins takon.

Wing: 45 -~ 50 mm. Tail: 21 ~ 41 mm, BRill: 9 - 13 wa. Tarsup: 11 - 20 I e
W("ight: 7 - 10-5 2ns.

Red~winged Pytolia Pytolia phoonicoptor'a': Recorded on six detes with

up to two pairs acen., Favourcd opon grassy arvcas noar water., Thig is
apparently a rarve speoios Lor Ghana, Six caught end two akins taken.
Blue-billed Fircfinch Jamonosticta mubricata: Single record on 21/7

of bird fooding with L.xufopiota and tame Guinca Fowl at Lovi,
Black~bollicd Fircfinoh Lagonosticta rara: Reoorded on five dates,
involving at least threo pairs. Usually near cultivation or wet bush.

FPour canght (3m) and skins tekon of one pair. This may be a now -
rocord for Ghana. ;

African Fircfinch Lagonosticta soncgala: With L.xufopdota the 'commonost
firefinch, particularly favouring cultivated lapd ncar
gsottlomont, ILods common al’trrr mid-pugust. Fifteen canght end skins
takon.

Bar-broastod Firefinoh Dagonestiota rufopicta: Probably the commoncst
firefinoh, being found in dry bush and marsh as well as ncar .
cult:i.vatod land, O0ften fomed large flocks with other ostrildine
weavers. Elghtoon caught and skins taken, .

Lavonder Fivefinch Estrilde cac&xuloscons- Recorded on thirteon dates,
mainly fron dry orchand bush, although somotimes near marsh and
cultivation. Tendod to be worc solitary (never scon in more than paira)
and. loss atbtached to cultivated plots than other cstrildines. Five
caught and skin takon.

Blaok-Facod Firvefinel Bstrilda larvata: Recorded on twolvoe: datos from
oultivated or marsh land., ot con associatod with othor ostra.lclmos. :

Nine oaught end skins teken.
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Orange-cheoked Waxbill Anand ava subflava: One of tho commoncst
estrildincs, rocorded ovory day. Favoured vicinity of r—sottlonw;rt
and cultivatod ground, although often scon in marsh grass and dry
bush. Twonty~-five caught and akdns taken,

Wing: 40 ~ 48 mm. Tail: 38 - 50 mm. Bill; 9 -~ 12 wa. Tarsuo: 13 - 17 mm,

W(‘j.ght: 6 - 905 Ems. . .. .. C

White-~chooked 0livo Warbler Nosocharis capistrata: Singlo reoord of

an individual feeding in rdverine forcst at Lovi (15/8). Tit - like
fooding habits in upper canopy wore noboed. |
Red~checked Cordon~-Blou Iatrilda benegala: Agedn, a vemry commnon ostrildine,
mixing with other speecdes in largo flocks on cultivated Jewd and marsh
grasas, Loas common in dry bush, Sixty-six caught md akins token,

M Wng: 50 - B4 mme Tail: 38 -~ 62 mm, Bill: 9 - 12 wm, Tavean: 15 - 17 mm,

Woight: 8 ~ 12 gms,
F'W:ing: 50 ~ 5% mme Tadl: 46 « 6L mme BALL: 9 = 12 mme Tavsan: M. - 19 mn.

Woight: 8 -~ 12 gna. |

##3gonogal Combassou Hypochenn shalybonba: Tdontificd on eix dates, but
only in the field. Proforrod open amvas ncar oculbivation ab the motoeld
and at Lovi, This may woll bo a Livat reoord for Ghana.

Wilson's Dusky Cambassou Hypoohera willsoni: Tho adult mnle of a paly
of this apecics was caught at Lovi in an arca of marsh grasas, Qup
dontification was caafirmed by the British Musoum which maken this
the Pirst ‘definite rcoond for Ghana. .

Camcroon Combassou Hypoochowra camorunenais: Again o sole rocord of an
adult male taken at Lovi from the grams marsh, Our identificabtion was
confimed by the British Musoum and this is mother now record for
Ghana., It ds extraordinary that wo should £ind two new combassous fon
the country in the same mall marsh within a fow days of cach othor,
although of coursc H,cancruncngils is found in Sicrra Ieone.

Pin-talled Wydah Vidua macroura: A common apeeics, recordod cvory day.
Favourcd short grass noar settlomont road margins. Associnted with

other cstrildinos but more of'ton in amell partics with one adult malo
and up to cight fomalces and immaturcs. Fiftcen caught end slcing takon,

Broad~tailed Paredisc Wilah Vidua oricontalis: Moderatoly common along
roadsidos south of the Reserve, bub we only found two palrs in tho
resorve ibself, Both wore ascen in arcas of marsh graga but with
agsociated tall trecn. They often flow long distancee at conmiderable
heoighta above the ground, unlike Vemagrqura, This is mmother dry
country apecics acooxding to Bannowman,

%% Wnite (1960-65) recognises only one species of Conbassou, Yidwa chalybeata, For clari by
in this section and in the discussion which follows, 'Bnnl'w“ﬁi‘ﬁﬁ“fﬁ“('1'§%3)"t"r‘antmenu of tho

conbassous has been r+tained, td,.
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CONCLUSIONS

223 spocics wore ddentified in the Reserve by the Expedition
and a total of 802 birds of 101 dpecics were caught. skins of nost of
the latbter specics wore taken an® now form a collection at Samole
Motol, Despite this, meny of the records rost solely on ficld idertifi-
cation. Full descriptions wore usually made but Lor some spucics an
clemont of doubt of varying magnitude remains. Although for scme of the
raxer birds this is unfortunate we felt it worthwhile ineluding all
our obacxvations, whother certain or only probable, so that they exist
on recoxd for support or rofutation by later, more cxporienced
obsorvors. -

gur work in Mole docs, dospite this roscrvation, add somothing
to the provious knowlodge of the arca. According to Banncrman somo
fourteon of the speoics arc southern forest species and twelve are
moxre northorn dry country ‘speoios. The forcst speeios wore invariably
Pound dn the rivorine forost habitat, suggesting an oxtonsion north
fran the southern forost along the river valleys. The occurronce - of
dxry country speeios illustrates how difficult it is to define the
range of many West African birds., In most cases their occurrence in
the Rosorve is moroly an oxtonsion south of 1 - 2 which in view of
indistinet vegetation boundarics from north to south is probably not
a significant cxtonsion, o R

A number of speoides, some of whioch may well be new records
for -Ghana, do howovor, diaplay intéerdsting cxtonsions of range. It -
sooms probable that the rocords of Giroactus beandouni (Brandouin's
Harrior Bagle), Ploccus molanocephalus (Ifiger Black-hoaded Weaver)
and. the three Combassous, (Hypochora chaybeata, H. wilsond, and _
H. camoruncnsis) reproscnt wostward oxtonaion, and that of Acroocphalus
rufoseons (Rufous Cane Warbler) and possibly Hirundo 1, Jioida( Gambian
Sval Low), an castwaxd cxtonsion., Identification of the weaver,
Plogcous melanocophalus and the three Combassous has been confirmed by
the British Musoum who now have the skins. The rccord of Acrocophalus
nifoscons can only be, considered probable as specimens were not-caught,
The Following records may also be now for Ghana: Nogphron porenoptorus
(Egyptien Vulturc); Moxops'bullocki var. Boloslavski (Red-throated
Boo-cater, Goldon-throated varicty) and Lagonosticta rave (Black-
bellicd Fire~finch). Bubo lagtous (Milky Bagle Owl), Gisticola rufa,
and Pytilia phocnicoptora _(ROt_l-v:ingc1d Pytilia) are also intercsting
gince thoy are considerod rare for Ghana. ‘ o

Tn conclusion it must bo cmphasised that not enly wére wo:
rostrioted to a small part of tho Rescrve but our records only refer
to two months in the Wot Scason. More coxtensive travel during other
scasons would undoubtedly add to the list., Wo can only hopo to have
laid the basis for furthor work in an arca rich in a varicty of specics.
Tiven this wo eould not have done without the help of the Ghena
Dopartment of Game and Wildlife - in particular Mr. E.O.4. Asibey,
tho ohiof Game and Wildlife officer - and the Oxford Univorsity
Exploration Club to whom we would like to oxpress our gratitude,
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FI‘y, CoHa e (In Li'l:'[u)

" RARE SPRCIRS

Noophran pewenopbomtus, (Exypilan Walture). Probably new fov Ghima,
g@;ggwtus hoaudoudnd, (Doaudouin's Harrdor Hagle). Rare,

Tringe tobamua, (Redshonk), Rare inland migeant,

Numendus phacopug, (Whinbaoel), Rove dinlend wipgrant.

Bubo laotoug, (Mllky Bagle Owl). Raxc.

Clamator jnocobinus. (Pled Cuekoo). Rare,

Merops bulloski var.Boloslavaki, (Red-~throated Poc—calvy - (oldon
Throatod varioty), Rara, Probably a now rcooxd for Ghana,

Clatihola aberrans, (Rook Loving Graso Warbler)., Raxe,

Glatloola yufa, (Frascr's Rufous Grass-Warblen), e,
Himndo rustiog lucida, (Gembian Swallow). Rarc,

Plocous molancsephalus, (Miger Blaok-hoaded Vieavor), Probably now
for Ghana.

Bytelia phocnigoptora. (Red-vwinged Pytollia). Rarc.

Logonosticta rara. (Black-bellicd Mre-fdnch). Probably n new rooond
for Ghana. -

_Iypochora chalyboata. Probably now for Ghman.

Hypochora wilsoni, P.ﬂobably new for Ghana.

L Tt Y 1

Hypochora ocame runon.s‘.gg_ o« Probably now fox Ghana.
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FOREST SPECIES

Aooipiter castanilius. (Chostnut-flanked Goshawk).
Turtur afor, (Red-billed Wood<love).

Poicophalus robustus. (Brown-nccked Parrot).

Halyoon malimbica. (Bluc-breasted Kingfisher).
Turdoides xoinwardi. (Blackeap Babbler).

Hyporgexus atricops. (Oriole Babbler).

AT S

Pyrrhurus simplex. (Simple Loaflove).

Motacills alba spuimp. (African Picd Wagtail).
Sylvictta vircus. (White-bellied Cromboo).

Camaroptera ohloroncta. (Gmon-—baokod Gémaroptora).

Psalid oprogne nitons. (Squarc~tailed Rough-Wing Swallow).

Dicrurus Judwigii, (Sharpe's Squaro-tailed Drongo).
Teothrinia cyanolaoma;.' (Bluouthroatod'Brown Sunbird).
Malimbus seutatus. (Rod-vented Weaver),

DRY_COUNTRY SPECIES

Throgkiormis acthiopious. (Sacrcd Ibis).

S'broptic’i]i:cviia flsca}pions. (Niger Nourning Dovo).

Halyoon lcucocophala, (Grey-headed Kingfishor).

Morops nubicus. {Camine Beo-cater),
Sylvietta brachyura. (Nuthatch Warbler).

Eromomola griscoflava. (Grt*y-badkod Evcmomela): |
Hirund;a.sonp'ﬁ;albrmis. (Mosque Swallow). |

Laniadup barbarus. (Barbary Shrike), |
Cinnyricinolus louo ogastor, ‘(Anothyst Starling).
Nootapina puloholla. (Beaubiful Long-~tailed Sunbird). .
Bknbcﬁ;:"izs. fpi:*b_cj_ sii. (Migerian Little Bunting). |
Stoganura oricntalis. (Broad-tailed Paradisc Viyd ah).

SeracsvIprsteere





