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BIRD ARCORDS FROM GHANA IN 1967 aliD 1968/62

Part 2. Northern Ghana,

by
R W, W, Sutton.

Tumu is a lapge village in flat, monotonous, falvly open
savanna, with, in the rainy deason, plenty of gruss and Dushes and o
Pair number of trees, mostly fairly amall, There was virtually no rain
betweon Oclober and March,

A few miley from the village was an oxtromely shallow valley,
This was well wooded, though the watercourse dried up iIn tho dry soason,
and is reforred to on gevoral occasions in the notoys, On the odpa of
the village itaelf, there was a resorvolr, with plonty of ranlk
vogotatlion, especially at the head of il, This rosorvolr oy dmm iy
frequently referred to in thaese notes, Unless statoed othorwlye, all
notes in this section come from Tumu, There wre, so far ng I know, no
previous records at all of any prolonged nojourn in this aroa, Reforonce
18 made in some places Lo un O0xlMord Unilversity BExpodition whioch visltod
the Mole Game Resorve in July-Septoembor 1968, |

Iittle Grebe Podicepg rufioofgl;_:i;j;‘ : Seen on tho roservolr (maximun 3)
in the rainy socason from 20/ 5 onwards,

Long-tailod Shag Phalacroocorax afvieanus: A meximum of 7 present on

the reservoir throwhout the period,

T

Grey Heron Ardeg cinersa: Single birds occasionally progont at thoe
reservolr through the peried, '

Black-headed Horon Ardes melanocéphal_g: Two rocords of' individuals on

the reservoir on 75 and 17 5.

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea: 04d resords of individuals by the
reservolr between Novembor gnd May .

Great White Heron Bgretta alba: 1 by the rosorvolr, 19/5,
little Bgrot Lgretta parzotta: 1 by the reservoir, 1¢/ 11,

Cettle Egret Ardgola ibis: First seon 27/ 11, Therenftor recordod in
large numbers, vspecially in the Colloge compound, until mid-May,

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides: Ca. 20 apparently roogted in small
trees at the head of the reservoir, 1/ 2, Not otherwiso recordod,

Night Horon Nyotigorax nyoticorax: 1 adult by tho reservoir, 2% 2.
1 at Kulnaba, Navrongo, Uppor Region (69 miles east of Tuaui, 2/ 6.

White-backed Night Horon Hyoticorax louconotus: 1 adult ot Kulnaba,
Navrongo, in trees by tho edpe of g lake, T was told that this bird
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or a similar one had been there for up to a month beforehand,
Aocording to Bannerman, this speeies has only been recorded before in
¢thana on the Volta River at Yeji. It is thought to be mostly a forest
speaies: it seems to be most unusual to find this species so far
north of the forest, .

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minubus: Singles recorded by the reserveir
on two occasions, both in February, ¢/ 2, and 19/ 2,

Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sbturmii: Singles recorded by the reserveir,
20/ 10 and 1%1,

Hammerkop Scopus umbretta: Prom 21/ 9, odd birds were seen sitting
quietly by the side of pools, streams, etc., or soaring overhead.

Wooly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus: 2 seen at Nyanga, Mole Game
Reserve, 70 miles W.N.W, of Tamale, Northern Region, 19/12. Recorded
from Tunu 11/5 (2 feeding in a grassy and wooded valley) and 2/ 6
(soaring overhead).

Abdim's Stork Clconia abdimii: All records in May., Ca. 50 drifting high
overhead, 16/ 5: 41 passed over, 19/ 5- 2 found feeding in an open area
on the ed,ge of the village, 20/ 5 D:Ld not reappear.,

Wood Ibis Ibig ibis: Ca. 20. f‘ly:m{; over the reservoir, 25/'11 .

Aol AT mrre——

Hadada Bostrychie hagedash: 1+ heard 4 miles from Tumu, 4/ 3.

White~faced Duck Dendrooygna viduata: Reoorded from the reservon.r ,
10/11, 14/2, 24/ 6, (Haximam 12). 3

Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus: Recorded from the reservoir, 'Iq/‘i'i and
on several cccasions in Hay and June: (Maximum 6). .

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis: 2 on ‘the resemoir, 16/1 .
2 at Kulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6. -

Ruppells Vulture Zyps ruppellii: 2 recorded from the hole Game Reserve,
11/1: however, havin; subsequently seen khis species commonly in Mal:n.
T am not abSOlutely woaltive of the identifieation, »

White-backed Vuliure vas bengelensis: At least 7 recorded :f‘rom Tumu
between September an June (I think this figure is misleadingly Jow),
Many seen on Mole Gano Reserve in Desember and January: it appeared to
be the eommonest vulSure there, :

White-headed Vult.urt, Pyl zonoceps . oocipitalis: 1 over the compound,
8/12, and 1 on 19/5. 1 over Mole Game heserve, 19 12,

Hooded Vulture Neophion monachus- Predictably ubiquitous near human
dwellmngs.

Peregrine Falco peresrinus: Reoor&ed on the College compound, 1% 11
and occasionally Thereafter: fond of chasing chickens in the wvillage.
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Red-necked Kestrol Faleo chiguera: 1 at Jirapa (60 mileg west of Tumu),
31/ 10, ochasing swallows,

Kestrel Falco timnunculus: 1 female over a burnt area, 24/11: another
in trees on the odgo of the village, 1/12.

Tox Kestrel Falco alopex: 1 recorded 25/11- 2 recorded 2?/11: 1
recorded 14/1, all records ere from arcas whereo grass wag boing or

had been burnt, ) '

Grey Kestrel falce a_z;g;qmg_qy_g i Individuals and palrs obsorved throughout
the period eapeclally near the Colloge compound,

Swallow-talled Kite Elanus riocouril: A dry svason visitor: scen
overhead on many ooccasions between 27/1 and 1%/5,

Black-shouldered Kite Hlanus eserulous: 1 in a treo neer tho roservoir,
2% 6 and 24/6, a

Black Kite Milvus migrans: Mainly a dry svagson visitor, 18 passod
overhead 26/9, . .
Bat Hawk Machaerhemphus aloinug: On 15 6 y L wag shown tho romalns of
one at Navrongo that. had been brought in moribund o couplo of wouks
beforehand. Thls seans to be at least 100 alles nortl of Lho most
northerly reoord: of this speoies in ¢hana (rom Tunalo),

Tawny Eaglo Aguila rapax: A dry seagon visitor to tho bush (ires in
December and Jauuery: meximun of 3 ot swno timo.

Mriocan Hawk Baple Hicraetus spllopaster: Adults observed 10/11 (1),

27/11 (1), and 25/57°(2), Apparently only one provious rocord of this

gpeoles from Ghina, from Gambaga (ca. 125 milos E,8.1, -of Tanu), (Vow
recorded from lule by Oxford group), |

Martial'Eagle _I:olemacﬁ;ys béllicosuq:- Single observed overheund, 21/10,
24/ 11, 25/41, /5 and /G (Ghis last w juvenile), 1 adult aitting in
a tree on Mole (-ame Reserve, 18/12, |

Lizard Buzzard Kaupifaloo monogramuicus: 1 adwlt seon 21/10, 18/1 and
%2, on all cconsions sitting in g trea,

Brown Harrler Ergle Circaetus cinercus: 1 adult pitting in a troe near
the compound, 2//11, 1 at Konkori, Mole Gamo Reservo, 12/1,

Smaller-banded Harrier Bagle Gircactus cinerascens: 1 adult scon atb
close quartera on a tclegraph pole nesr Gho Golloge compound 2% 9 and
24/9. 1 bird probably of this specios in well-wooded bugh, 4/6, 4 in
‘a tree near Xulnaba, Kavrongo, 28/€, It is possibly of significanco
that these records are from the rainy scason only., Thoro appears to
be only one previous record of this speeies from Ghann, (from Yoji,
oa. 250 miles S.E, of Tumu), |
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Grasshopper Buzzard Butastur rufipennis: Recorded on many occasions
between 12/10 and ¢/ 5, Especially numerous (maximum 12) near grass
fires in November and December, -

Bataleur Terathopius ecaudatus: The commonest eagle, recorded almost
every day throughout the pericd.

River Eagle Haliacebus vocifer: Recorded from trees near the dam
below the motel on the Mole Game Reserve, 18-2¢/12 and 10-1%1.

Palm-nut Vulture Gypeohlerax _angolensi'é: 1 ab l\iyariga on the Mole Game
Reserve, 19/12,

Red~-tailed Buzzard Butec avpuralis: 1 at Nyanga on the Mole Game
Reserve, 19/12,

Shikra Aecipiter badius: Seen frequently from 2% 10 onwards.

Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates: Pairs were fairly common in the
area throughout the period,

Gabar Goshawk Melierax gabar: 4 juvenile 1% 10: a pair of adults

30/11: 1 juvenile 26/1; 1 adult 9/2, 18/2 and 28/5., Many other probables.
A1l records came from areas near the village itself, Gas (Nigerian

Field 4954) is the only person to have recorded this species from

¢hana before, However, Dr, Malcolm Edmunds of Legon Universlty, Acera,
inflorms me that he saw this species in his garden in 1968, The Oxford
group thought they saw this species on Mole Game Resexve in August

of the same year, I believe the speoies must cecur unevenly in northern
Ghana. :

Pgllid Harrier Cirous macrourus: 1 by the resex:\;birlzq/ 10. The only
record,

Double-zpurred Francolin Francolinus bicalcaratus: Flecks cbserved on
three occasions on the ground in a well-wooded valley.

Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus: Despite the lack "of rocks and
orags in the area, this species was heard on many occasions in a well~
wooded valley, and 2 were seen in another valley 11/5.

Grey-backed Helmet Guinea Fowl Numida meleagris: Very numerous,
especially on the farms.

Blaek Crake Limnocorax Flavirostris: First seen on the reservoir 151
and seen several times thereaf'ter.

Lesser Gallinule Porphyrio alleni: First seen on the reservoir 15/1
and on geveral occasions thereafter. ’

Denham's Bustard Neobis denhami: Only 1 definitely identified ab
Tumu, 1%11, 1 by the motel on the Mole Geme Reserve, 20/12. 1 seen
newly-killed at Jirepa, 27/12. S

Senegal Thiokknee Burhinus senegalensis: Commonly recorded from the
reservoir after 107 11, o '
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Jacana potophilornis afrioaﬁus:'ﬂbundant on the reservoir,

Painted Snipe Rostratula henghalensias: 2 at the reservoir 2&/3 ahd
26/ 4., : |

Forbes' Plover Charadrius forbesi: A flock of 8 feeding on burnt
ground %/ 11, Thercafter geen on many occasions, soldom more than 3
together, till 1%/5, It was to be found rogularly on the odge of the
reservoir till 15/5, on whioh date heavy rainfall f1lled the resorvoir
to ocover the bare mud, 1 seen on burnt ground on the Mole Game Resarve,
18/12, and 3 there 11/1,

White-headed Plover Vanellus albiocops: 2 abt Nyanga on the Mole Game
Reserve, 20/12; 8 at Kulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6, Neithor of theso
localities is near anything whioh can be desscribed as a blp river,

Senegal Webttled Plover Vanellus gonepullus: Cowmmon in webt prons through~
out the pordod. Up to 12 seen togothor on the odge of tho rosorvoir
in the dry season,

' Black-headed Plover Venellus toeotus: 5 seen on the football. plioh,
25/11, Up to.)4 seon thoreaftor on sevoral ocoasions in tho BOMO A1 Oy
in the dry gesson,

Comiron Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucog: 1 abt tho reservolr Q’E; 15 in the
same place 26/4, and 3 thore 7/ 5. .

Gr/ee’n Sandpiper Tringa ockgopus: 1 at Nyanga on the Mole Gamo Regorve,
19/12,

Wood Sandpiper Yringe glaroola: Recorded f'requently betwoen 10/10
and 15/5 from marshy areas.

Redshank Tringa tothang: 1 at the reservoir 27/3,
wroenshank Tringa nebularia : 1 at tho reservoir 19/10; 1 there 1% 5,

tomminck's Courser Curgorius temminokii: 1 pair on the football pitoh
24/11. & on a second playing field on the College compound, 25/11.

Pg?zinoole Glareola pratincola: 1 at the resorvoir 20/10- 1 there
2 . ' '

Four~banded Sandgrouse gggpocleqmgpadricinctus: Ca. 30 goon flying in
at dusk to drink from small pools, 5/11. From call-notes hoard at
night, the apeeies was belioved to bo present at least until March,

Numerous on the Mole Game Reserve in Doeember and January, ospocially

near the dam below the motol at dus .

Speckled Dove Columba puinea: A pair wag bullding a nest in a treo
in the grounds of Jirepa hospital, %¢/10,

Rod-eyed Turtle Dove Streptopelia somitorquats: Recorded from 19/2
onwards in small numbers from tho head of the reservoir,




81

Vifaceous Turtle Dove Strep“bopel:l.a vinacea? Very nany records
_’shroughout tha per:l.od

Senegal Dove. Streptopela.a senep*alensis Abundant at all times.__'

Namaqua Dovo Ocha oapensls A common dry season visitor, Most had left
by May. '

Black~billed. Wood Dove Turtur abyss:s.n;l.cus Several. recorded in the
period,

Yellow-billied Fruit Pigeon Treron waglias Séveral records in 'a.ll months.,

Senegal Parrobt Poicephalus senegalus: Many recordéd from dry bush
areas .

Long~teiled Parrakeet Psittacula krameri: 3 seen 6/10; 4 seen 1]/5
Bobh records, eome from well—wqoded areas. -

Spotted Esgle Owl Bubo africanus: Scen on the roads at night,
Sep‘cember to November;

'Vi;:let Plant ain~eater I\usOph&Fa v:.olaoea 1 :'Ln a well-wc:-oded vallaey,
28/1.

Grey Plantain-eatar Cr:.nli‘er piscator: A few records of individuals s
throughout the perdiod, from dry bush,

Yellow-billed Guekoo Cuoulus oanorus: 1 seen 22/9, another on 12/2
Both reoords oome from near the edge of the v:Lllage. - :

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clemator glandarius: 1 near the reservo:l.r '“},/12
.4 .in the bush 10/5;. 3 near the reservoir 15/ 5. 1 at Jirapa 31/10.

Pied Cuckoo Glamator jasobinus: 1 ddult in bushes at the head of the
roservoir 12/6, 1 adult near Kulnsba, Navrongo, 28/6.'This is & rare
species in Ghana. I know only of a record of the bla.ck—breasted pha.ss

and of the dlscovexy of this spesies on the Mole ¢ ame Raserve in-
1968 by the Oxford group, :

Levaillantts Cuckoo. 'Giama'bor levaillantii: 1. recorded f‘rom the
sompound 18/10; 3% recorded in the bush 11/5.

Didrio Chrysocoecyx caprius: Many records from different areas .
throughout the pesriod,

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis: Many rooords in every month.

Freckloed Nightjar Cap imulgus tristipgma: 1 flushed from rocks on top
of the Konkori Hsocarpment, Mole Game Reserve, 12/1. In Ghana,
proviously reoorded only from the Gambags and Nakpandiuri area. .

‘Standard-wing Nightjar Maorodipteryx longipengies on 15/ 5, the remains
of one brought. in 2 weeks before were shown to me at Navrongo.
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Common Swif't Apus apus: 1 on'22/9 was the only autumn record, In
spring, recorded as follows: at Nandom (70 miles west of Tumu), on
21/%, a huge nuber passed overhead after a large storm. I estimated
900 pasaed over my head in 13 howr'sy. and the passage was probably on
a very broad front - many thousands must have been involved. 0ddly,
the passage was westerly at first, but later the movement seemed to
be in a reverse direction. Cay 10 on the reservoir at Tumu, 26/ L
Ca. 200 there 7/5; Ca. 30 there 1%/5; Ca. 200 there 25/5; singles
there 26/5 and 2%/ 5; 1 over the school compound 25/6, According to
Bannerman the spring passage is mostly finished by the end of April,
so these records, espeeially.the June' one, are very interesting,
There were, in faot, Swif'ts-in the area throughout most of May: the
above reecrds rofer fo unusual numbers, whish always .coincided with
violent storms, '

(Pellid Swift gpus pallidus: The presence of this species with
. Common Swifts was' very strongly suspested, If . gonfirmed, this would be
a new bird to Chana), SR - -

- Willoughby Lowe's Mottled Swift Apus aeauatorialis lowei: The presence

" 'of this species was suspeoted for some time in May at the reservoir,
It was confirmed on 15/5 when 2+ were scen ab very close range, The

. orescentic inottled-._m’arkings on the underparts wore clearly visible,

and this appears to separate these birds from the Central and East

African races. Up to 3 werd seen togebher drinking from the reservoir:

' 'when with other swift species, its size made the species distinctive

from a long distance. The species was last seon definitely on. 25/5,

- Individuals were, on occasions seen flying over the College Compound,

1% miles from the reservoir, e R o
S ~ On 20/4, at Nandom, 70 miles west of Tumu, large numbers of
spparently largs brownish swifts were scen flying very close to the
ground: they could well have been of this speties, but regrettably I

had no binoculers”at the time, It is also worth adding that the
Oxf'ord ‘group in 1968 recorded a large brown swift, unidentified, at
Mole Geme Reserve, | ' . T

'~ "This subspecies is, so far as I know, only known from. .
Siorra Leone, where Lowe oollected the,only known skin, since
when there have been no records at all, o L L

Wh_ite:rl,mped_s'.vif‘t Apus oaffor: 1 over the reservoir, 19/2; “fa. 5
there 9/5; .2 there 11/6, e
Little Africen SWwift apus affinis: Fnormous: numbers bred iin the town.,

Up i’fo 1000 regularly vigited the resérvoir,

Palm Swift Gypsiurus paryus: 3 near the compound ¥2; 2 ovor the
reservoir, 155, _ .

Ghana Spine-tailed Swift Chaetura ussheri: Ca, 30 drinking from the
reservoir, 2% 2; they were gquite silent while drinking except that
their wings were elapped quite loudly, 2 on the reservoir 26/ 4, 3
there 15/5,
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A pair was seen near a baobab noar Kulnaba, l\aavrongo, 28/6,
The baobab was entered, Inside was a small saucer-like nest attached
to the inside of the hollow trunk about 12 feet above the ground, 2
virtually-fledged young were clinging to the inside of the trunk 'a .
few inches from the nest, and could be picked off by hand, I believe
that this species has not been found nesting in West. Africa recently,
_ M6 will be scen that, with at least six specics of swifts
recorded a,t the I’LSCI‘VOZLI‘ :m May, the numbers and movements weré -most
mpressivca. ' ' - | %

Abyssinian Roller Coraeias abyssinica: Many records from 21/40 onwards
till Maw, by when most had left. ' . -

Ruf ous~crowned Roller Coragisas naevia : 1 on 10/41; 1 on 2%/11; 4 onl
3/11: these records all came from near the compound, Ca. 10 seen '
near Kulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6,

Broad-billed Roller"E _mstomus glaucurus: 1 on 5/10;: 1 seen 18/6: both
recorded f'rom near the reservoir,

Hoopoo Upupa epOps senegalensn.s. 1 in dry bush 19/2'. 6 seen on the "
Mole Game Reaerve, 10-13/12, - - 3 e

Guinea Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus: 2 in the dry bush, 5/1'03-
5 in the bush, 28/1, R -

Lesser Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus abterrimus: 1 scen 5/10' -2 seen 6/10
another 8/42, All these rocords are from dry bush,

Pied K:Lngf':.shar Cerylu rudis: A pair lived on the resarvon.r throughout
the priod, :

.Glant Kingf':i.sher Ceryle maxima: 1 on ’Ghe dam below the motel on the
Mole Game Reserve, 17/12; 1 at Kulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6. - o

Malachite Kingfigher Alcec‘lo cristata A pair lived on the rsservow
throughout the period. EEE : _

Senegal Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis: Recorded in September and
October from a small grove of trees near the College Compound

Grey-headed K:Lngf:.sher Helcyon leucocephala: 1 ab the r-eservo:.r -
28/ 3; 2 there 26/ 4, ‘

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti: A few records from the area .
mainly between September and December,

Buropean Bee~eater Merops apiasber: Ca. 20 over the College Compound
29/9; 2 over the Compound.j4/5. This species has only been recorded
from Ghana on two occasions before both times by Gass (N:Lgem.an

Pield 1954).

Blue-~chesked Bes-eater Mﬂmp,a..penéihua.: [ at ‘bhe:“_r_'é;sei‘.tblir‘ .'iQ/ 113 10
there 20/ 41 and 21/41; 4 there 15/1: 10 there 12/2- 2 there 1%/5.
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Carmine Beeue,atéf Ménfopa nubious: 3 in the Colloge Compound 15/5: tho
-only records, |

White-throoted Bee-ocaber Mergpa.albicellis: 15 in bho bush 11/10; Ca,
50 over the Compound 24/10; Ca, 20 in a woll-wooded valloy, 28/1,

Least Beo-oator Merops pusillus: Up to 6 recorded rogularly from tho
‘edge of tho regervoir betweern October and May. '

Red~throated Boe-oater Morops bullockl: Ca. 15 in a grove of ltraos
near the College Compound, 6/10; 6 thore 11/10; Ca. 20 thore 1%/10,

Swallow-talled Bee~oater Morops hirundineus: Mrst rocordod 30/ 14
near the College compound (2): 5 goen §/12° 1 svon 28/1: nnother
Y2; 1 on 10/5; 1 on.8/6: 1 on 236, A wide vardety of habitabs was
involved, from dry bush to woll-wooded valluys, Ono noar Nyanga on
the Mole Game Roncyve, 19/12, . :

It does not soem, from those rocords, that thin upoclow does migrato
south at tho end of thu raing as Bannoman sugoessdila

Grey Horbill Tokus nasubus: Elvst rocordod 1#10, Common theroaftor,
Many appeerced to be moving aouth in Octobor and Nevembor, :

Red~beaked Hornbill Tokus erythrorhynohus: 41 in o woll-woodod
vallay, 4/2. 3+ pear Fulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6,

Ground Hornbill Bucorvus ebyssinicus: % soon on tho Mole Game
Resoerve, 18-20/12, 1. soon thore 10~1%12, 2 Ain or noar somo large
baobabs noar Kulneba, Navrongo, 28/6, Not prosont ot Tumu, -

Boarded Barbet Lybius dubius: a Fow palrs and individuals prosont
- throughout the period, most frogquently in the bottor-wooded arvas,

West African Barbet Iybiug v;io'ilil.oti_':' Many rosords throughout tho
period, mostly from aieas near the villago,

Yellow-fronted MTinker Bird Pogoniulus chrysooconus: Abundant in ovory
month, ‘ )

Black-throated Honey-(uido Indisator indlcator: 1 juvonile rocorded
20/9. 1 male recorded 20/5, Recordod from tho Mole Gwno ROSOrye
11/42 (noar motel) anc 11/1 (2 malos on the Konkori Egcarpmont), all
records from well-woocod aroas,

Fine~gpottod Woodpeckor Canye thern punotulisora: 1 nuar the odge of

the reservoir, 21/11, -

Littlo White-spotted Woodpockor Dondropicos obsolotus: 4 male 29/11
2 scen 8/12, These records are from fairly weli-woodod arvas, 1. on
the Mole Game Resorve. 18/12,

Grey Woodpeoker Mosopicos goertao: Tho commonost woodpockor in tho
aroa, Found broeding in a troe on the odge of tho village, 30/11.




| 85
Bunkley s Bush Lark Mirafra ruf‘odiﬁnam'bmea A alnly recorded during the

reins when their displey flights made them conspn.cuous. One record -
in the dry season of' 2 on 1 1. . _ . ;

Rufous-rumped Bush Lark Mirafra nigricals: 1 on a burnt afea," 1 0711 -

Nigerian Sun Lark Galerids modesta: A common species recorded in every
month, especially on football pitohes,

Chestnut-backed Finch Lark Iremdpterix louwcotis: trapped in the
library, 10/10; Ca, 50 in a burnt area, 12/10; Ca. 30 in another burnt
area, %0/10., Thereafter recordsd very coxnmon_'ly throughout the dry
season until May.

Yollow Wagtall Motacilla-flava: 1 at the head of the reservoir, 10/'?1-
3 there 26/4, I cannat say for sure which subspecies was involved,

Plain~backed- Pipit Anthus 1au00phrvs Recorded fram the Compound in
every month,

Tree Pipit Anthus tr:l.vn.a.ln.s. 1 recorded 19/10,

Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus: 2 in dry bush, §/10; 1 in the bush,
12/2; 6 in a weli-wooded valley, 10/5.

'Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardii: 2 in thickets by a river near
Nyanga on the Mole Game Reserve, 19/12, -

Garden Bulbul Pyononobtus barbabus: sbundant in the area in every month.

Spotted Flyoatcher Muscicapa. striata: 1 recorded 12/10; another 7/12.
' Pled Flycatcher Musgicapa hypoleuca: 1 caught in a not 2%9; 4 scen
, 21:/9, 1 netted 26/9; 1 secen 6/10; 1 seen 1310, All records came from

a grove of trees near the Gollege Gompound, These are the only records
from Tumu, and I hed the impression that they must have been on passage
“and ‘have wintered further south, Thus when I visited the Mble Came
Reserve, I recorded 3 by the motel in December and 2 there in J anuaxy.
The dates of the Tumu records are earlier than the dates given by
Banneman.

- Grey Tit Babbler Parisoma plumboum: -1 in t:r'ees in a well-wooded valley,
14/2 Its most noticeable habit was the constant fa.nnlng ab o vertical
~angle of the tail, :

‘Pale I‘lyoa.tcher Bradornis pallidus: Many records in every month
‘ Especlally fond of burnt areas in the dry season,

Black Flyocatcher Molaenornis edolioides: Pairs located in trcaes on_
the edge of the College Compound and in the well-wooded valley.
Recorded from these arsas in every month. A pair was seen mear the
dam below the motel on the Molc Game Reserve in January,

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Hyliota flavigasber: 1 in Trees by a dry
watercourse in the bush, 9%%. 1 on the hole Game Rescrve (near motel),

11/1.
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Senegal Puffback Flycatcher Balils senogalongia: Many records from

the ares throughout the e riod. o |

Blue Fairy Flyoatoher Troohooencus ;'Lonp;ioauda‘:l K at Nyoanga on the Mole
Game Reserve, 20/12, S -

Paradlse Flyoatoher Tersiphono viridis: 1 pair seen in ftrees bolow the
reservolr, 7/5; pairs seen there and in troes on the odge of the
Compound in May and Juno,. Apparently only presoent in the rains,

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus polics: A secrotive specles. A fow reoords
from near the village t hroughout the pordod. |

Whe atear Qonantho oon‘anthq’:', 1 on‘opén ground mrar tho villago, 14/1;
seen there until 19/2, o B
Red-tailed Chat Coreomeloa faniliagrls: 2 on top of the Konkorl Soarp,
Mole Game Resewve, 12",

White-frontod Blaok Chat Mymmoconichle qlbifwens: 4 seon on tho odgo
of a farm in dry bush, 1¢/5; . in the same piaoo, 20/ 5. (1 wag soon
carxying food, and brooding could well have taken place),

White-crowned CLiff Chal Myrmoooclehla oinnamomoilventris: % (4 male,
2 Pemales) seon on top of Thoe Konkord Soarp, Molo Gamo Reserve, 12/1,
This species was first rocorded from Ghana in 1964 al Nukpanduri,
Konkori is about 150 miles W,8,W, of Nakpanduri, The specios is not
known west of Ghana, '

Whinehat Saxdcola rubetra: Recorded near the village 24/9 and 12/10,
and commonly thoereafter till 7/5,

Snowy-orowned Robin Chat Cossypha niveldapilla: 1 male in bushag by

e TEired |

the edge of the regervoir 22/6 and 2%/6.

Redstart Phoeniourus plj_genioufr-u_g ¢ 1 -recorded near the College Compound,

1%10; 1 male in a garden voar the reservoir, 9/12; Ca., 5 (some males)
in the well-wooded valley, 28/1; 1 malo there 12/2+ 1 malo in the bush,

29/ 2, |

Whitethroat § Ivia communis: 2 necar the College Compound, 3¢/11; 2 in
the bush, 22/2,

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin: 1 notted near the College Compound, 24/9;
2 by the motel, Mole Gamo Regerve, 11/1, It scoms from Bannerman

thet the Septombor recovd is unusually early: tho spoclos, he states,
doas not arrive till November, '

Blackoap Sylule.alivdespillni 1 fomale noar the Colloge Gompound, 30/11.

0livacoous Warblor juigﬂp“gj;;y].ﬁm];;ggg:gg: Flrst rooorded 1¢/11; thoreafter
heard and seen regularly in mango troos in the middle of the village.
Last reocorded in February, . o
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Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoencbaenus: 1 in bushes and weed at the
head of the reservoir, 9/2; 1 thero 2% 2; at . loast 1 there 28/% and
again on 26/l This spocies has apparently only been rarely recorded

from West Africa, and not from Ghana at all bef'oro The 1den1;1f:1.ca.t:.on
was vory oarefully checked, -

Nuthatoh Warbler Sylviettn brachyura: Fipst rocorded 13/11 thereafter
recorded on sevoral occasions especially in mimosa trees, usually
singly or in palrs,

Groeon-backed Eremomela L‘romomela pusilla: Very many records in- every
month,

Groy~backod Cnrnm"o1>twa Ghmxaroptcr'a braohyum Rncorded on a :Cew
ogousions botwoen Septombor and June,

Fantall worbler (letloola Juicidis: The presence of this species had
boon susnpected For pomo Lime im June, Ca. 3 individuals finally -
ldontifiod 2%/6 in an aroa of tussooky grass and soatbered small trees,

Slnging Bush Warbler (islicola cantans. 1 skulkn.ng in bushes near the
Colloge Cempound, 2576, .

Rufous Grass Warhlcx' Gigticolg gai.aetotes F:Lnally J.clentlf':l.ed on
2%/6, this specivs wan common in June and July in the roeds and weeds
ot tho hcad of the veservoir,

Shortwing Grass Warhler Clsticola brachvp'tera. .u‘lnally ldEBIl‘L.Lfled on
25/ 6, this specivs was faibly oammon in dry bush areas in June and
July, usuvally bel ng' soen singing at the top of a tree, The three—no'be
song on o desconding soalo Wa.s most distinctive, :

Moustachod Sorub Warni! or 9phenoaoacus mentalis: 1 in an area with
thick undorgrowth, 7 12' 1 in weeds and grass by a stream in the
weil-woodod valley, s/ 2. |

Red--wingud Varbler Foinla erythr'ontora Recorded from areas. w:.’t:h bh:n.ck
bushos in every mont..

West Afrinan Prinia Prinia aubf’luVa Abundant 1n overy month

European Swallow Himmdo »r, “Pustica: Confused W’-J.th the Gamba.an Swallow
but was Sdentified ¢u various dates at the reservoir between 24/9. .

(Ln. 50) and 75 (3). - .. o _;.\_

Ganbian Swallow Hirvndo: Iu luc:l.da. Abundant res:Lden‘t in tho v:.llage.

Plod-winged Swallow leunrio Leucosoma: Between 1¢/ 11 ‘and. 7% there
woro several rucords ‘of this speoios, either by’ ‘treos on the’ edge of
an opon oren near tho Gollege Conpound or on 'the roservon.r Mamurn
of % seen topgother, . T S
Wiro~bailod Swallow quundo dml't:hll 1 soen by a br:.dge above ’che

rosorvolr, 19/10; a pair soon there subsequen‘cly on a few acoasions
(.uﬁ"torwarn'ln. 1 goon 1 a hridge in tha well-wooded valley, W, .
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Red~rumped Swallow Hirundo dauriocn: A common spucies by tho reservoip
in every month. ‘

Mos que Swallow Hirundo senegalonsis: A common spucios in overy month
near tho village, : :

Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssindoa: A roiny-sonson visdton,
Tirst rocorded in the Collopw compound 55, and soon Proquently in
May~July, broeding in many buildings,

Sand Martin Riparia ripardia: sutumn aud spring migrant: 1 on tho
resorvolr 20/10; on tho samo day, Cn. 10 woro soon hawklng over opon
ground in tho ovening: 14 at the reservolr 2%/2; 2 thore 26/4y soen
thoro on several cocaslons in My, notably G on 1%5 and 2 on 21/5,
This speaies does nob svom to havo beon recordod from Ghana bofore,

and sooms rarc in most of Wost Afrleoa, The idonbifdoation was carofully
" checked in vidw of possiblo confuslon with.tho Banded Martin,

House Martin Delichon urbion: Resorded throughout the purlod as

follows: Ca. 20 on tho reservoir, 19/40; 2 thoro 20/10; Cn, 6 in morning
of 1¢/41, Ca. 100 in ovoning of thoe pamo day- 200+ thore 1%14; ca,

100 there 3¢/11; 750: thore 9/12; 5. there 26/1; Ca. 50 Lhopo Y 2

5 there 2%2: Ca, 10 thoro 26/ 1.s 2 thero 21/5,

On 20/42, 750+ wore suen drinking from the dum Lelow tho
motel on the Molo Gamo Resorve, The improssion gained Prom those
records was of considerable numbers arriving in Octobor and building
up till December, after which numbors wore considerably lower, It ig
surprising that there is, I boliove, only one provious rocord of this
species in Ghana, onc soen by mu at Nakpendupd in 1964,

Red-ghouldered Cuckoo Shriko Campophagn phoonicon: 0dd pairs recordod

from thickly-wooded areas throughout the poriod.,

White-breastad Guckoo Shrike Coracina pgc. obtoralis: Soverul seon nonr
the motel on the Mole Gamo Resorve, 19~20/12,

Glossy-backed Drongo Digrurus adsimilis: Many rcoords in avory month,

Long-crested Helmet Shrike Prionops plunata: 8 sven in thick bush,
1/ 5; evidently an wncommon specios near Tumu, '

Boin's Red-backed Shrike Lanius subvrnator: i malu seun 26/ 9; another
12/10; another 20/10; and thereaftor oconsional rocords of single

males until 10/5, A1l birds were goen porching on top of amall trees
~ in dry and fairly open bush, 1 mgle seen noar Konkorxd on the Mole Gumo
Reserve, 12/1, This i, according 40 Bannerman, a gonorally rare spooies.
Woodohat Lanius senator: First rooorded 30/10, Seon froguontly
theroafter till 1575, mostly in dry, fairly open arocas,
Long~tailed Shrike Corvinolle corvina: € soen on faruland 28/1, und

i{l the woll-wooded valloy on tho dome way: 4 therv 4/2, Not a common
bird in the ares, 3 gsoon at Jirapa, /10,




Barbany Shrlko Lanlarlus barbarus: Heard in & bush near the resarvolr,
1%11,. and scen.and heard there a few- times thercefter,

Gambian Puff-back Shrike Dryoscopus gambensis: 2 pairs resided in well-
- wooded areas near the Gollege compound throughout the period.

- Brubru Nilaus afor: Single birds seon in dry bush arcas occa51onally,
in every month,

Blaok—orownnd Tohagra Tchapra sonegala Veny many records in eveny
-~ month,®

Afrlqan Golden Ordole Oriolus aurabus: Seen singly or in pairs on
many occaslons throughout the period. S
White-shouldered Black Tit Pariis niger: S3een singly or in pairs in
every month, mostly in areas of dry bush with planty of trees.

West African Penduline Tit Remiz Earvulus Recorded in small partles
ont many occasions from well-wooded areas in every month, h

Pied Crow Gorvus albus: Pregent throughout the period in small numbers,

Black Magple E%llostomus afer: ta. 10 at Bugubelle, 20 miles south of
Tunu: One mir was. nestlng_ln a thorn tree, Not present at Tumu itgelf,

mnethyst Starling Cinnyricinolus Jleucogaster: First recorded 28/3,
when large numbers were seen flying overhead in. a.westerly direction;
Ca. 25 were Pound perching in trees near the reservoir with Purple
Glossy Starlings. The species was thereafter scen till 7/ 5, but may
have been OVerlooked as the birds were somewhatb w1ld and secretlve.

’_ Swa1ns0n 3 GlOSSy Starllng Lamprotornls chloropterus' Ga, 10 found :

‘with Purple Glossy Starlings in trees bolow the motel on the Mole
Game Reserve, 18- 2q/12 |

Purple GlOBay Starllng Lamprotornls_purpuruus A ¢ommon. blrd recorded
in every momth, with a maximum of 200 in & flock, 3¢/ 10 - Buoh Flooks
were formed in the dry season,’ Espeolally fond of trees near the
resarvoir,

TLong-tailed Glossy Starling Lamgrotornls caudatu ;2 seen at Bugubelle
20 miles south of Tumu, 2/6, 7 'at Kulnaba, Navrongo, 28/6, Also seon

in Tamale near the West Hospital in qu and June Fond of' thorn trees
not found at Tumu itself. o .

Yellow White-aye Aoster_ps senepalen515' Recordad frequently from Wellm
wooded areas 1n.every month.

"Beautlful Long—talled Sunblrd Nectarlnla pul chella: Flrst rocorded when
2 males seen in trees and bushes by bhe reservoir, 26/4; ‘seon
sdbsoquently in the same area qu - July

Py gy Long—talled Sunbird Anthreptes plabure: First recopded 11/10
‘when' & pair was seen in trees in a dry bush area: males Seen commonly
af'ter that till April when they began to lose their breeding plumage,
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Gopper Sunbird Nectarima oupmea: Not observed until June, when it
became. common among bushes noar the resorvoir, c.g. 10 on 2%6.

Splendid Sunbird Neobturinia coccinigaster: 1 male -scen 20/10 near
the town, and another seen 16/1. | -

soarlet-~breasted Sunbird Nestarinia senegalensis: The camonest sunbird,
recorded from trees in every mombh, A maximum of 20 in one flowering
tree, 28/1,

Nile Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonota: 1 on a small treo, 29/9;

T in & mimosa tree, 20/11; 1 in the same plece, 26/11 and 2711, 4 in
8 grove of troes near the Colloge compound, 29/41, On the Molo Game
Reserve, 1 recorded near the motel, 20/12; o total of % (2 noar the
motel, 1 near Konkori), seen 10~13;1. ALl rvoords therefore come at
the end of the raing.and the beginning of the dry season., Bannorman
describes this as & rare speeles, bubt this, doos not geom to bo the

oase in northern Ghana at loast,

Yellow-fronted Canary s erdnug mozampicﬁa: Vory many rooords in ovory
month, - | |

White-rumped Serin Serinus loucopypius: Reoorded in all months betwooen
September and July, Avtrasted to pools of wator in the dry scason, and
heard singing in trees from Janvary onwards, Much less nuncrous than
the Yellow-fronted Cenary. '

Gébanis' Bunting Boberiza esbanisi: 1 adult Flushed from long grass
and small trees near the College Gompound, 16/10; 2 found in the aame
loeality, 419/ 2, |

Nigerien Little Bunting Emberdza forbesi: Many records from well-wooded
gr_fairly thick savana, Septomber - Novemboer, but few records after
.hato R ' l _ . o '

Rock Bunting Imbeoriza tehapisi: Very many records from the aroa in

T

every month, Particularky fond of burnt areas,

Groy-headed Sparrow Possor priseus: Very many records from inhabited
areas throughout the period, : . '

Bush Sparrow Petronia dentata: Apparently the commonest bird near Tunu,

An abundant breeder, recorded in every month, Tho yollow spot on tho
throat is not in the ieast noticoable, '

Buffalo Woaver Bubalornis albirostrig: Ca, 20 breeding in massive nests
in trees in the middle of Lowra (70 miles West of Tumu), 3%i/10, Birds
‘appeared to bo feeding in the Post 0ffics garden, The species wds not
prosent in December, hut wag soen in the same place 24/ 3%, This specios
18 not, it seems, previously recorded from Ghana, though bolng o bird
of the semi-arid belt, the occurrence is not all that unoxpeoted,

Sparrow Weaver Plocepasser suparciliosus: 1 on top of o large bush noar

the village, 19/10; 2 more in dry bush, 8/12; thereaftor recordod on
a fow occasions till the end of the poriod,.
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Slender-billed Weaver Plocous lubeclus: Mrst recorded 15/10,iﬁhen 1
male was seen in grass and bushes near the College compourd, A nest
with 2 eggs was found suspended over a stream, 1910, and thereafter
tho species was recorded on many occasions through to 2¢/5, especially

near wet areas,

Viteilihe Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus: Found breeding in Septémber
near the .College compound, and believed present, though not in large
numbers, throughout the period.

Village Weaver Ploceus onoullatus: Very many records from tho viliage
and wet areas in every month,

Red-winged Anapleotes Malimbus rubriceps: {1 female in s tree in the
College compound, 29/9; 1 pair seen in a grove of trees near the
compound, 2711, 3¢/11 and ¥ 12, On the last date, one bird was seen

- oarrylng straw, 1 female near the motel on the Mole Game Resorve, 18/12,

Fire-crowned Bishop Bupleotes hordacous: Irequently -seen in Sepﬁeﬁber
and October in long grass and bushes especlally near the reservoir.

Orange Bishop Eupleotes orix: Very many records in Septembér,'odtbber,
June and July, especially from near the reservoir, -

Napoleon Bishop Euplectoes afra: Very meny records in September,

~ Qotober, June and July from grass and weeds on tho edge of the
reservolr, Both this“-and the preceding species were in non-breeding
plumage in the other months, '

Yellow-mantled Whydah Buplectes macrourus: Many records September -
January, June and July from many different habitats, but egpecially
- long grass. - ,. B
Bronze Mannikin Lonchuracgusullata: Very many records from the area in
every month, -~ - - :
Warbling 8ilverbill Fuodice cantans: The presence of this species
wad suspected from Septomber in dry open ground with scattered bushes
and trees, It was confirmed on 16/10 whon 5 were identified; %.were
geen in the same area 21/10. 1 was seen in the .same .area 26/ 11; 1+
were recorded near the edge of the reservoir 26/1, and 6 were seen at
the original site, 3/2. As this species can be easily overleocked, T
think this speocies was in fact present at the end of the rains and
throyghout the dry season in small numbers, All records ceme from
near the College or villdage. I can £ind only one previous record of
this species from Ghana, from Gambaga, , ‘ S -

Cut-throat Weaver smadina fasciata: 1 male was caught in a net in a
small garden near the College compound, 2% 1., Banmerman records this
species from Ghana in his 1953 work only, but gives no locality: it
is evidently uncommon or rare in Ghana.
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. Quail Finch Ortygospiza abriocollis: Recorded throughout the perioed in
. amall numbers; especially from arcas of tussocky grass and/or-aress
- near water, 0ften caught in mist nets in the dry season, 10 was the
largest number seen togethor, -

. Red-winged Pytilia Pytilia phoonicoptera: 1 f'eeding. on the ground with

Cordonbleus on a laberite road that. ran through a grove of troes,

29/11; 1 in the same aroa, ¥12;. 2 in a small garden noar tho Colloge
oanpound, ¥2. N | |

Senegal Fire Finoh Lagonosbictay svnogala: hany rocords from tho aroa
in every month: much attracted to pools of wator ln the dry season,

Lavender Firoc Pinch Bstrilda oaorulosecns: 5 een in long, dvad grass
in the well-wooded vallay, 28/1; & thero 4/2,

Black-faced Fire Finch Hstrilda lorvaba: Sovoral records from vardious
“aroas’ in every month, Maximun of 11 in tho woll-woodod valloy, 12/2.

Waxbill Estrilda astfild: Apparently goarco: tho only rocord 1s of' 3

- from the well~wooded valley, 12/2, | o | |
Black-rumped Waxbill Lstrilda troplodytog s Several rocords from botlh
open and well-wooded areas in every monbth, #locks of up to 20 recordoed
in. Septembor, . _ _
‘Orange~cheeked Waxbill Bgtrilda melpoda: Many rocords in overy month
from both open and well-wooded arean: much attracted Lo pools of water
in the dry season, . L . L

Red~cheeked Gordbn~bleu Lstrilda bongala: Vory many records in ovory
month in all habitats: one of the commonest spocios, ' -

Gombassou Hypoohera cemerunensis: Thé nomenclature is probably wildly
inaccurate, The Oxford Bxpedition on the Molo Game Resaorve identificd
three 'specles' of Combassou, two apparently now to Ghann. This to me
implies that they are more likely to be colour variations than Lruo
species, Birds which oorresponded ummistakeably with the above-named
specles were geen at Tumu in breeding plumage in small numbers till
December, being fond of open areas with o fow soattered treoy, Some
wore seen at very close range. at pools of wator in excellont ldght,
This was one of the Combassous new to Ghana Tound. by the Oxford
Bxpedition,

Pin~tailed Whydah Vidua macroura: Males in br%oding plunage wore
recorded oommonly from September to November and in June and July.

Paradise Whydah Steganura orionbulis: Single males recorded froquently
from September to December. 1 male swen 14/1 without o tall was the
lagt bird in breeding plumage to bo seon, 1 malo soen on tho Mole

Game Reserve, 1942, a -
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Cuckoo Weaver anomalospiza imberbis: On 22/6 and 2% 6, two birds were
seen perching and feeding on top of a small bush growing in long
grass in a wet area at the head of the reservoir. They had yellow
heads and underparbs, a brownlsh back Faintly stresked and brownish =
wings. They were about 44" ~ 5" long, about the size of a Napoleon
Bishop or large cisticola (Eﬂl&OtOtBS). The bill appeared brownish,
One of the two sat on top of the bush for some time and uttered a
brief jangly song, which to me was reminiscent of s Copn Bunting,
but with none of the 'swizzle' ussociated with typical weavers,

The flight was direet and weaver—-like, This identification is based
on & process of elimination, which is dangerous in West Africs: do

. any readers have any knowledge of this species which could assist?

- 1f confirmed, this would be the first record for Ghana of a species
that is rare in West africa. o =

REMARKS

: - I hardly recommend Tumu as an ornithological centre, as
basically it is simply a typical part of flat.and monotonous savanna,
However & fair variety of species was recorded: the effect of tho
little reservoir will have been obvious - it was a real magnet for
such birds that there were, and I refer in particular to the tremendous
numbers of hirundines and swifts in certain months. As was %o be
expected, certain species rarely or never recorded in Ghana before
were found, in some cases quite commonly, If anybody ever gots to
exploring this part of northern Ghana again, I feel the Navrongo

(east of Tumu) or Lawra (west) areas may be of inberest,

. My thanks go once again to all the staff of the lole Game
Reserve.
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