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N 5,
BREEDING BEHAVIQUR OF A PAIR OF BLACK AND VHITE FLYCATCHERS
" Biag musicus AT FREETOWY o '

@.D. Field

E;ggwgmgiggé 18 & widesprend though not abundant-resident on the?-ﬁ
outskirts of the forest round Freetown, It is very conspicuous, both -

through its habit of sitting out in the open on, exposed treetop branches
~and, more particularly, because of the loud and frequént calls of the
male at all times of year but especially when breeding, A pair seems to
need a large territory and I have not met pairs within audible, distance
of cach other, There is usually more thdan one pair at Fourah Bay College,
but at opposite ends of the campus, end my records refer to one pair at
the edge of college ground, : o

On 29th March, 1969 a nest was begun in an almost 1solated thixty
foot high tree (Flcug gp) in my garden, with both birds trying out a
particular fork, sitting there and shuffling round and the female depositing
what looked like spiders' weba, However, this was abandoned and the pair
moved across the valley, In 1970 from mid February en, the female was
goen occasionally with nest material but the nest was not discovered until
14th March when the cluteh of three was complete and incubation had begun.
Tt wes in the same Ticus c.25 feet up in a fork where several small branches
diverged, The tree was loafless ‘though tho old leaves had been there when
building started and the new lenves began to grow almost at once but
provided no real shode until after the young had hatched, The neat was
only discovered becausé a- Great Spotied Cuckoo Clamator glendariug perched
in a tree 1% yards away, Both flycatchers dived at it repeatedly, calling
wildly, until it flew off, This was characteristic: during nesting
attncks were noted on Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicud, Senegal
Ooucal Centropus senegalensis, Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike Campephaga
phoenicea, and a raptor, probably the Goshawk Accipiter tachiro, all
gome digtance from the nest tree, while birds driven from the treé itself
included Blue-cheeked Bee-cater leropd superciliosus, Sharp-billed Honey-
guide Prodotiscus insignia, and Lemon-bellied Mtromhac Sylvietia denti,
though odd bulbuls, thrushes and weavers which passed through the tree

were not molested,

Incubation wos shared equally. The male, coming to relieve his mate,
advertised his presence, his loud 'te-heuw's getting nearer until he
© eventually arrived at the tree, If ithe day was hot the female normally
" flew off at once, (Both birds when sitting seemed to feel the heat,
regularly opehing and shutting’ their beaks), Later in the day or under
oloudy conditions the female was more reluctant to leave and the male
often retired, later returning to perch close begide the nest, When the
female left he usually went straight to the nest, though often pausing
at the edge to utter more calls and fidgeting on the nest, moving his
head from side to side, The female always flew directly to the nest,
making only a small buzzing call as she approached, and the male always
left immediately, '
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Obgervations could not be continuous, but several hours were spent
wvatching and the events of one afternoon may be taken as typical, (4ll
times have been rounded off to the nearest minute).

March 26 Female on nest Semi-clouded sky and strong wind

2,58 pm Male heard in distance

%,00 arrived in tree, off again almost at once calling 'te-heuw's
3,04 back in tree, calling soft 'weet weet weet!

3,05 off again with a caterpillar oaught from the new leaves

3.09 heard in distance 'weet weot! : '

3412 . pack in tree.;’te-houw' followed by 51néle ‘weet's
346 off” dgain, calling 'temhcuw' _
35.18 heard calllng 'teuheuw '8 1R digtance
. 3 .24 - ] it : 1] n n )
3.25 in tree, Female left at once wlth sharp buzz, Male, O&lllng
a sharp crescendo ‘weet weet weet weet!, dived after an insect
3.28 onto nest, after female had flown past buzzing
2%.54 pair of raptors (goshawkg ?) calllng 1n thlck bushes nearby.

flale . aﬁ onee 'tenheuw'lng on nest . | (o

3.55 of i’ pursuit of raptor which flew. rapldly past at .8pme distance
3.58 reappearéd and’ sat in nelnhbourxng tree. calllng several times
- 4,01 - onto.nesty Much: ’te-heuw 1nb=from,nest - g
4,12 - Female 81lently stralght 1o nﬁat Male. Sat in tree 'temheuw ing,
¢ ithen off ¢ T i
4,27 ““'teﬁheuw' firice from nelghbourlng tfee and heard callmng off
' &nd on Llllll R T UL TR T
4.33 . back in tree, OFf again: o
_4_4.41,r”3baok in. tree, calling.: e e
- 4,42 7;?Female avay pith a &1rgle buzz and Malo atralpht o nest

estill calllng S S

5.27 Tflew off calling 1oud1y as a man- walked beneath the tfee
5b292‘1aPemale approached high inwaix with several small 'tzzz'

' ‘n01ses- drapped almost vertlcally onto nest

The young ha tehed Yon’ 28" Maich and . were ‘fed from the start by both
parents, generally with’small - unldentifle& 1nseotq Ahough at times't |
butterflies (4mall Lycaenlds) were given, Larger, buttarflles which- the
adults ate (e.g. Precis gbnone) were not sg¢en to be given,. nor. the .
1ucaterp111ars ‘which ‘the adults took from the Ficus. 1eavqs In the early

- etages; one’patent. broodod the young ‘mostiof the time. while the othel
. foraged . Intervals betweeh feedlng ranged from 2.%0 34 mxnutes avaraglng

- at about 16 fiinutes. betwesn feeds, Lven'pn thq flrst day there wasia pericd
U of 12 mimfibes: €281 2.5%. pm) when the nest HES unatten@edﬂ»apparently in
Cofull sun, though i% is possible the ' young le&Vea ‘already. provlded some
.ghade, Murns’ Were: negul&r° only onde. was the ‘male. sgen to , feed. and fly

‘]Qﬁoff 1eaV1ng the fem&le stlll broodlng, There vas the, same dlfference in

approach, the male calllng even- at the nest edgeg the female approachlng
usually. wmth.a.szﬂgle 'tzzz‘ o o

The-esves werd roughly ity grown by 7th Aprll anﬂnhad prnvxded
considerable shade for some days before this, Unfortunately, they aleo
_,prevented direct v1eW1ng of the neat: from a distance, so that 1t is not known
' ”when more or 1ess cqntlnuous brcodlng ceased but certalnly from early
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in April both sdults were fully engaged in bringing food, The young did.
not leave the nest till their 21 at day of life, after some days of bulglng

precariously over the nest edge. .

The first young flew at 3.30.pm on 17th April, about 12 £t., to the -,
far gide of the nest tree, where it sat unmoving being fed Qece}s-lonally.l o
At ¢ % ,30 a second fledgling joined it, much more active, and soon after
6,00 No, 2, followed By No.1, 1ef® the tree and moved out of sight into
some bushyﬁtopped trees. No_?} was Btill in the neat at du.‘Bk. Next dﬂy
- #%on 1,00 pm 11l dusk.one fledgling was on tho ground end later on'a
 strand of creeper two feet up, ahout forty feet from the nest tree. It
 yas fed exclusively by the male, and the female and other young wgre

not seen, Theéreafter thay ‘1eft.the garden though the male -could often
‘be heard calling, but. on 30+h April ‘both parents were seen togother with
. two juveriles looking wery wobbly and apparontly spill totally dependent
" on the adults, On Tth and 14th May. theiparents were seen with one juvenile
end on the 22nd with tweo,Thése four were agnin seen on 31t Moy whon the
male fed one of them g buttenfly - 'six weoks after leaving the nest. A
day or two later however the male drove off one juvonile which approached
cowith the shivering begging atbtitude, and later dived repeatedly at it as
-at an intruder. - A : ‘ .

. On-42th June the pair was alone, back at the nest tree, and on the
14th the male was driving off all intruders, gven bulbuls, and the female
was noted with nest material., A nost was built at the far aside of the .
séme tree, too high to be inspected. I went on legve on 28th Jung_wvi thout
peing sure vhether eggs had boen laid, Howe¥ér on 11th Septenber, the day
I returned, two adults and one well-grown juvenile were in the garden,
probably the original pair plus one offepring of this socond brood, On
September 18th, 20th, 23rd, 24th and 29th, but definitely not in the
intervening days, all three arrived :in the garden between 6,15 and 6,25
depending on light conditions and, after mach toing and froing vwith the
male calling vigorously the entire time, settled to roost, usually close
togsther on one open lateral spray of a small tree, each having a regular
position which it adhered to except that the juvenile twice chose a spray
some six feet above. Length of time setitling down took between six and
twenty minutes. On October 1st only the adults rocsted there - for the
last time though the three birds were seen together on the %rd and 13th
October in the morning and on the 20th in the evening when they appeared
about to roost but eventually flew off. Thereafter though the (prosumed
pair visited the garden irregularly the thred in association were not
geen, LT '

DISCUSSTON

15 * Because of the difficulty of observation little is known of the
length of post-fledging dependence on the parents of moat pasperine birds,
On this occagion not only were the first brood in the nest for three weeks
but were being fed at least partially for a further six woeks, though

soon after this parental care was entirely broken off. The {presumed)
survivor of .the second bdrood was still with the pavents cighteen wecks
after nest building started though mno foeding of it was obsorved, This
compares w:.'th a period of aboub f£iftoon weeks from start of building to
complete independence for the firs+t brood. The technigue of aerial sorties
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is probably harder to become proficient at than the feeding habits of
most passerines, Which may help to explain the long parental assoclatlon

The cond1‘clons under which the two broods were raised were:different,

When the first brood fledged no significant rain had fallen and e.g,
butterflies in the garden were scarce (independent butterfly trapping
confirma thls) Rain fell with increasing regularity during May and

resumably the availability of switable prey increased (certainly butter-
flies d1d§ When the second brood fledged it will have been in the middle
of the 'deep' rains, when the difficulties of a young bird learning to
fend for itself are probably even further increased, :

2, In species with obvious sexual dimorphism it seems uncommon for the

more conspicuous bird to share equally in brooding on an open nest, The

basically brown female was relatively inconspicuous, even when the leaves
... Were abgent; the black and vhite male was much.more easily seen even when

sitting S"Llll and at least this individual advertised himself at the

nest by voice and the length of time he took settling down, tumlng his

- whitetbreast in various directions, Presumably predators present little

- problem, (a) because of the altost complete isolation of thé itres;” thus
O v:.«rtually barmng ‘snakes and squlrrels, and (b) becduse of thé fierce

¢ap;poamance oi the: blrds é crested and wi l:h brlgh’s yellow eye and aggress:.ve
o behzwlour o : Lt Do
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bfdrthmEast Sta’ue, I saw 'bhree adult male and ole female OS‘EI‘:LCheS.E -
This" constrbui:es the only rcoent record of" the’ specles in ngema,

Brown Booby Sulu, leucoe:as‘ser "_'_”'j. ",'.". T P
On 11 th and 12th July 19”?'@ ‘an '1mma1:ure booby wag- present off ‘the
breakWaters of the Lagos: Lagoon mouth, 'DUrifg ‘the first day it fighed

contlnua,lly in the intérfice of sedand lagdon, a water'area always
full of fish, :On the second mornlng :Lt had ceased feedlng ancl probably

departed at mld da;y'. s
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