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and also on trees in the early morning,

Stone Pariridge Ptilopachus petrosus: always many {up to 50) seen or

heard., However to pinpoint their whereabouts is difficult as their calls
:ureverbgpate around the rock masses so much, On one occasion in February
wwéwatched 2 separate groups, of about o dozen birds cach, meet on a
~yifaece and they both set up a tremendous clamour for several minutes., They
"then dleappaarod in opposite directions,

Vﬁolet Plantain Beter Musophaga violacea: always 2 or 3 fleatingly 3aen
' in the trees on the North scree,

”Whltencrownod CLiff Chat Myrmecocichla cinnemomeiventris: always a few
. HL_seen, especially around the water at the spring. In February we have
o geen their mogt active behaviour - males chasing females and displaying
. around themw (i.e, flying aﬁd*danclng). Iy thi%'ccurtshlp - though it
would be rather eaily for the genua? |

Red-throated Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula. always many seen gliding
along the faceg and softly theLering They are best viewed from above,

Neuwmann's Chestnutnwinged_Starling,omycognathus morio: often up to 25
are seen flying from one end of the rock to the other through the trees
on the North scree, Frequently they c¢ling to the rock face. They are
difficult to wabtch owing to their habit of flying o long distance at
“ " one. go, Consequently ‘w6 have not seen any courtship or nesting
.IbehaV1our They SGom to be remident hero throughout the year,
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IﬁﬁsﬁECOﬂD'OF SOME BIRDS OBSERVED ON A TOUR OF DAHCMEY AND NIGER
e _ o - .
Netta Robinson

On June 4th, 1971 I accompanied my husband on a working tour of
Dahomey and Niger We were on the road for three weeks., From Lome wve
travelled east to Cotonou and then Norili through Parakou and Angara~Debou
to cross the Niger at Malanville to Gaya and on to Niamey., From Niamey
‘we headed sast through Dosso, Dogondoutchi and Bimmi N'Kommi to Galmi
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and then turned north to Tahoua. From Tahoua We set course through
Keita and Madoua %o Maradi and then east again to Zinder -~ the extent
of our schedule, '

The vegetation zones encountered were namely woodland -savanna,
thorn scrub and sehel sawamma, Outward bound the places through which
we passed and visited had experienced little or no rain but. on the
return trip from Zinder to Wiamey it was apparent that some rain had
fallen, notably between Birni:N'Konni and Dosso. The sparse foliage
showed a haze of green,

A greater number of birds were seen on this trip than are ligted
here. Included are only those whose specific identity is certain,
TFALCONIDAE is excluded altogether apart from the ubiquitous Milyug migrans,
as insufficient familiarity with this group made spot identifications .’
whilst on the move difficult and indefinite. With only one night spent
in nmost places there was not the o portunigy tg record more than the
more common species, ANGARA-DEBOU (Lat, 117 19~ north) in Northern
Dahomey is rich in individuals and. gpeoiés and time spent in thls area
vould be of the utmost interest, Coracias abygsinica and Clgonia abdimii
were observed constantly from Gaya. Qeona, capensis seen constantly north
of Dosso, Ploceus luteolus is a species which it -is . tempting to record -
from Galmi, Maradi and Niamey, but diagnostic uncertajnty between P,
lutsolus and P, pelzelni debars it from the 1ist, Ploceus luteolus i¥
depicted on the 45F Niger stamp which would seem-to indicate 1ts frequency,
The habitat was not typical of the environment preferréd By Bldeeus ..

pelzelni aceording to Bammernan. (1953), Included with'reasoﬁabmawcqﬁféihty

nov is Pagser gimplex - the small rather pied 1ittle bird obabrved. &0

. frequently on the road north of Dosso en route to Galmi gnd Tdhoua.. .. .
Groat Vhite Heron Egretin alba: Observed on 8/6 on sandbank of Niger at
Niamey, ARG s

Yellow-billed Egcet.Qgggyﬁggggﬁggggﬂggz At Tesgouaz on 15/6 and on the L
road between Zinder and Galmi on 17/6, | | .

Reef Heron,@g&gﬁﬁgucifq;ﬁﬁﬁz_1fbird'observed.on'B/G en route between
Angara Debou ami Widasys o Tew birds seen on sandbank of Niger at
Niamey on 8/6. |

Cattle Egret Ardeola ibis: Recorded at Angara-Debou on 7/6, when a flock
of approx, 100 birds were seen to be roosting in a tree in the village:
on 8/6 on sandbank of Niger at Miamey: at Maradi on 13/6: between Zinder
and Galmi on 17/6: at Nicmey as above oh 19/6 (fewer birds than -on 8/6):
at Angara-Debou on 22/6, e

Abdims Stork Uiconia abdimii: On 8/6 numbers observed en route between
Anggra-Debou and Niamey and at Niamey on sandbank’of Niger: at Tahoua
on 11/6: at Meradi on 13/6: at-Tessoua on 15/6 where 11 nésts were
countied in one tree in town centre, 11 birds sitting,,bik&afﬂidghggape
in the noonday heat; many other nests were meen with sitting birds dn ©
otheriparts of the town: between Zinder and Galmi onu17/6:'af Nifwey .

on 19/6, 1 bird only, L

Y,
L
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White-faced Duck Dendrocygns viduata: Recorded at Niamey on 8/6 and
19/6: in flight up and downsiream of Nigor, - L

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis: Recorded at Marriah, 20 KM
douth of Zinder on 16/6, a pair, - -

Common Vulturs Neoph.uil woacchas: Nusbews of this specles observed at
Zinder on 16/6, L

Black Kite Milvus migrans: On 8/6 seen frequently en route boetwoen
Angora-Debou and Niamoy.

Iily Trotter Actophilernig africana: On 8/6 on sandbank of Niger at
Niomoy and also ou 19/56: on the Niger al Goya on 22/6,

Spur-winged Plover Veunlin spinosug: Recorded on 8/6 on sandbank of
NMiger at Wiamoy: on 22/6 on the Niger at Gaya,

speckled Pigeon Columbo guines: Reoorded at Galmi on 10/6,

Senogal Dove Stroplenolin senggalonsis: Observed at Galmi on 10/6,
drinking water from the overflow pipe from our bathroom: at Maradi on
13/6: ot Angorn-Dob-u on 22/G,

Long.-toiled Dove Ogpn capensis: Recorded at Maradd on:TB/Gi at Zindexr
on 16/6. L
Yollow--bellied Feuit Pigeon Treron woalig: Recorded at Parakou on 6/6:
at Angorva-Dobou on 7/6s at Angaro~Debou on 22/6.

Senegal Parrot Polcephalus_senegalus: A parly of this specios feeding
- and flying noisily from troe to tree at Angara-Dobou on 22/6,

Grey Plantain Eatér_grigggxmpggggﬁggz Joen at Angara-Debou on 22/6.
Didric Cuckoo QEQQQQQQQQﬁg“QgErigg: Seen at Angara-Debou on 22/6,

Senegal Coucal Contropus senesplensis: Recorded at Angara-Deboun on
22/6: at Save on 24/6, R ' '

‘Little African Swift Apus affinis: A rocord at Zindorhoh‘i6/6.

Abysginian Rollos gylauios abyssinico: Observed on 8/6 en route between

Ty

Angara-Debou and Nieuwey: on the 17/3 botween Zinder and Galmi,

Guinea Wood-Hocpoe Phoeniculug purpureug: A record of this species,
% birds, on 17/6 bhetween Ziader and Galmi.

Groey~headed Kingfishey Halecyon leucocephaln: A rvecording of 1 bird at
Niamey on 20/6. A sizable tnunder storm and heavy rain occurred in the
evening of 19/6.

Whito~thronted Boc-eater Nerops albicollig: At Tessoun on 15/6: ot
Zinder on 16/6,

Least Beg~eater Merops pugillug: 1 bird seon in the grounds of Hotel
Le Sahol, Niamoy on 8/ and 19/6,



u%l—
Red~throated Bee—eater Merops bulocki: Observed at Angara-~Debou on
7/6 anda 22/6. |
Red~beaked Hornbill Tockus nasuths: A4 pair seen at Maradi on 13/6,

?eﬁt African Barbet Iwhiuvs wvielloti: Seen between Zinder and Galmi on
/6

Fine-gpotted Wood pecker Campethera punctullggra. A pair seen at
Angara-Debou on 22/6,

Black~cap Babbler Turdoides reinwordii: Recorded at Angara~Debou on 22/6.

Common/EuibU1 Pyeronotus barbatus: Recorded at Angara-Debou on 7/6
and 22/6

Kurrichene Thrush Turdus pelios: Recorded at Angara-Debou on 22/6 and
at Save . on: 24/6, alao o at Parak@u on 6/6,

Glosay-backed Drongo chrurus adsmmills Recorﬂed at Parakou on 6/6:
nt Haradi on 13/6, |

Long~c rcited Helmet nrike Prionops plumata: A party seen on 24/6 at
Save, ' ‘

Long—-tailed Shrlke Corv1nella corvina: Recorded at Parakou on 6/6
Barbary Shrike Lgplarlus barbarus: At Angara-Debou on 22/6
Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis- Nunbers seen at Tahoua on 11/6

Pied Orow Gorvus_olbus; In Niamey near to the Niger on /6 and 8/6 and
at 19/6: Zinder on 16/6: on the Niger at Gaya on 22/6.,

Black Mogpie Ptilostomus afer: On sandbank of Niger at Niamey on 8/6:
on the Niger at Goya 22/6,.

Purple~-glossy Starling Lamprotornis purpureus: Recorded at Dosso on 8/6
ot Maradi on 19/6 between Zindex and Galmi on 17/6 _

.Chestnutwbollied Starling Spreo pulcher: Recorded at Maradi on 13/6:
between Zinder und Galmi on 17/6

'"Beautlful Long-tailed Sunbird Neotarlnla pulchella: Observed at Zlnder
on 16/5* at Nlamey on 20/6. o

Splendid Sunbipd Nectarinia, cocc:nlgaster' Recorded at Angara—ﬂebou on
7/6 and on 22/6 :

"Carmellte Sunblrd Neo{a-ana _fuliginosga: Recorded on 4/6 at Cotonou,

Scarletnbroasted Sunbird Nectarinis senegalen51s Recorded at Ahgara-
-Débou on 22/6 .

V1ole}mhacked Sunblrd Anthreptes Jonguemarei: b bird seen at Agara—Debou
on 22/6 : :

Saharan House-Bunting Embexizo striolata: Recorded at Galml on 10/6
at Norndi on 13/6.
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Grey--headed Sparrow PaeﬂorTg jous ! Recorded at Galml on 10/6 at
Angaxra-Debou on 22/6

Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostris: Recorded at Maradl on 13/6 f
feedlng on ground in company—w1th Spreo puloher.__ :

Village Weaver Plnceus cucullatus: Seen at Galmi on 10/6 et Maradi on
13/6: at Zinder on 16/6: ot Angara~Debou on 22/6, -

Bronze Mannikin Jonchura ouou]lnto Reoorded at Angnra—Debou on 22/6

Cut-throat Weaver Amadina faeclata~ Recorded at Galmi on 10/6,

Senegal IMire-Finch Lagonostica sonegola* Recorded at Galmi on 10/6
ot Maradi on 13/6: at Angora~Debou on 22/6,

Baﬁwbreneted I re=Tinch Layonostaoa rufoplota Recorded at Zinder on
16/6

'Re;»cheeked Cordon~Blue Eetrllda bengela- Recorded at Angara-Debou on
22/6 .

Or?naeucheeked Wexb111 thom?da melopoda. Recorded at Angera—Debou on
22/6 . :

Senegal Combassou Vldua ohaly;pata- Recorded eﬁ Angara-Debou on 22/6,

Pin-~tailed Whydah Vidua maCTOuta. Recorded at Gotonou on 4/6- at
Angara-Debou on 22/6 '

TOMENGLATURE Whlte, C.HLN, 1960-65. Rev.Chedk List of Afy Brds,

Bannerman, D.Ai (1953). The Birds of West and Bquatorial Africa.
London: Oliver and Boyd,
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r EgﬁhNUTES ON THE_BIRDS _OF MAMBILLA R‘A
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By
H,xI. Gray

On 22nd and 23%rd April, 1971, I visited the Mambills Plateau in
the southern corner of North-East State to see the medical work of the
Mambilla Baptist Misaion there, Also, I spent part of one day at Serti,
30 miles north of the Plateau, The elevation at Serti is about 1,500 fest,
The vegetation there is of wet guinea savanna type, with some forest





