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is .ocpé'Sigﬁnally abundant there,

.’ T gn surprised at B¥oadbent's record of a Palm-nut Vulturo

- gypohierax angolendjis, It e certainly a migratory bird at Sokoto
"~ having been geen only in Septembor and October (i.0. at the end of the
wet season), and I emphasise that 1t is rogular in dite arrival and
presumably in. its departure. Algo, the Swallow-tailed Kite Nlanug
 riocouril is a rimotor to Sckoto, appoaring from late Novembor Lo early
Tebruary, I did not sec any at Waza,

Noither Aid I soe any Turtle Doves Shrovtopolda turtur whioch were
~ racorded in such numberby IFiy. o :
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BOKOTO. PROVINGE,
(4)','13}1&'0'2!.11(1:111{;; _thb Sékotq Town aroa

tohy o
. ;»." ‘;'.-" o

13.J“M1?ﬂay &l, A .t.[‘, 0001{: e

The P povince is large, 36,500 sq.miles in area, and approximatgly
rectangular”in shape, placed between tle norgharly “coogdina.tma of 14,
and 11730" and tle easterly coordinates of.3730' and 7", MNonce it lies
almost’ wholly within the Sudan savanna bolt, although-at ite southernw
mogt limit it merges into Worthern Guwinen pavanna., Ammual rainfall
varies from 500mm (=20") in tho north to about 1000mm (=40") in thé |
gouth of the Province, producing s range from north to south of 7 to 5 .
monthe respectively with less than 28mn of rain oach month (for dotails
see Elgood, Sharlont & Ward, 1066, Thih 108:86-88), = Sokoto toyn itself,
for ingtance, roceived 650mm (=25") of rain in 4970 and 473mm (=18,6")
in 1971 (figures by courtesy,of tho Met,Orfico, Sokoto)/~

It should not be thought howovor that the Province presontw a
wiformly arid appearance, Thoere arve soveral -cast-woot rivors .that,
although drying up superficially in the long dxy,.soason, yot naintain
a subterranean flow. sufficient to mupport some Jush vegetution, _
Moreovor, there are several lakes inthe far north, that at Wurno having
been desoribed twinz before (Podler 1970, BHOS 7:59; Mundy & Cook 1971,
BNOS 8:42), And thero is the River Nigor itwelf, along the 8,W.boundary
of t he Province, o ' :

Genorally, of course, most of the Province is covored with tho
typleal Sudan savenna vegotation « i,0. sovoral difforont kinds of
ghrubs and trees, quile widely cpnced with vory little dovolopment
of vndergrowth., Acaocia spp. prodeminato, ond around Sokoto the
gpeoles A, alblda im tho commonent, A good proportion of the Ppovince,
with its characteristic dry ecacila woodlond has beon formally enclosed
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ag Forest Reserves: this should mean no hunting and no livestock.
intrusion, Some of this does ocour, but it can be said that these
natural woodlands are little disturbed by man or his beasts,
Congequently much places would meke most interesting ecological study
area; a8 yet we ourselves have paid very little attention to then,

The human population of Sokoto Ppovince numbered nearly 4%
million in 1963 (Official Census), producing an average density of
120 persons per sq.mile; but the population im undoubtedly concentrated
along the rivers, and especially the River Sokoto in its long arc
through the Province from 8.8, (i,e, Chafe 12°N, 7°B) to 8.4, (on the

River Niger near Kaoje 11025'1‘1., 4015‘E.). These figures indicatc that

“" the human impact on the avifauns in the "bush' must yet be quite small —

but contrast this with the modern situwation around Sokoto (Mundy & Cook
in prep.), which, being the State Capital, now has a population
approaching 200,000; that is about 4% of that of the Province,

- In sumaxry then, Sokoto Province is a vast and largely unexplored
part.of Nigeria, ornithologically speaking. We have iden®ified 25
species in the Province, not found within the Sokoto town area i
(a.rbitrarily taken as that area circumscribed by a 25 mile vadiug from
the town), but have already reported on 6 of these species ocouring on
Kotorkoshi inselberg, being the only place we have seen them (Mumay &
Cook, 1971, BNOS 8:46), Inselbergs, incidentally, are a characteristic
gight in- the Province, ' N

Hammerkop Scopus umbretta seen at Maru (12°15'w,, 6°30'E.), where it
nests by the side of the River Sokoto, : '

Rippell's Griffon Gyps rlippellii knowm only from Kotorkoshi inselberg
vhere it nests during the dry season, The " bush" areas to tho gast
-and west of the main Sokoto~Zaria romd are known to contain elephant,
pig and antelope and no doubt this vulture finds its food there, if not
further afield, During March 1972 we scaled the rock and ANM.C, was
lowered by rope down the front face to one of the nests. He obtaired
good colour photographs of the single chick, which was healthy and
unafraid; it tried to keep itself in his shadow. Heanwhile the adult
flew agitatedly to and fro, returning to the nest shortly after A.¥,C,
began the ascent,

Ye wish to thank Mr.S.Diemond of the Advanced Peachera! College,
Sokoto, for helping ug in that climb,

*. "It is necedsary to mention here that the Griffon has been
reported nesting in Senegal in December, when 2 nests were found each
holding one chick (Morel & Morel 1962, Alauda 3Q, the list at p,256).
No ofher details were given. This observation is the first confirfaed
breeding record of the Griffon in West Africa; our own previous
statenent was in error (Mundy & Cook 1972, BNOS 9:9). '

Batelour Terathopiug scaudatus seen only once in the far west of the



Province  near Kangiwa. (12 B5'N., 3 SO’E.) Bannerman reported it ag .
common” { vol, 1, Bivds of Tropical V Afrlca), L

Byown Harrier E,h_,_a Ciroantog olnereus seen a'l: least twice: onoe about
%0 miles to the south of Yolcoto in $he Porest Reserve, and a gecond time
near ICanU:ma

Whlte-headed Plover Yanellvus alb:.ceps seen at Maru and occagionally at
the meny pools along the ro%d “towards Solkkoto, Uswally solitary,  This
approximgte letitude of: 125 °N.. ‘geems to be the northermost limit of
its range; -Dcébba sav it onl:y- 'L-w:.ca in Sokoto during 9 years (N;-.gema.n
Field 1959, vol 24. 9, III),. | ‘

Red-«eyed Turtle Dove St_reptopelm semltorquata- tie furthsst north
thag we have povltwe y idemtified this spécies is at Lake Natu
(12%0'N,, 5°55'E,}, We have mever seen it around Sokoto, though often
specifically checking for it., The habitet at Leke Natu is farm)and with
some patches of woodland, but otherwise open country (see Grimes 1971,
BNOS 8:61)., Bammerman (B:rds of Mropical West Africa, vols, 2 and 8) and
Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1970, Birds of West Central and Western Afyica)
disagree considerably over this bird's northern limit, drawing it muoh
further-south and north of Sokoto respecﬁ.vely. Dobbs (op.cit ) neyer
saw :Lt in. Sokoto,-.-_ . co e Fe o

Longr-ta.lled Parakeot Ps"ttacula krameri rosident at l!-Iaru where it no -
doubt breeds; also ssen regularly at Leke Natu, but no furtger north
than ithat. Hopson saw this bird at Ma.lamfatori, latit'ude 13 33N.
(1965, BNOS 1,(4):7), - , ‘

Blue~naped Mouscbizi fiolius_macrourus sometimes seen.at Maru and then ‘
often ﬁeedlng-‘lleseru dato trees, Balfm:l.tes Begvgtiaca. :

Rufous—crowned Rol]er r‘n“nm_as naem.a seen throughout the PrDVZL e bu’c
a%waya arourd Talste Fafirma (12 50° W, M., 6 OB’E.) and Argungu (12° 40'N.,
4735 W), and . the nearest to Sokoto being 30 .milgs to the S.E. . .
(1:3,1:1“1:11(1@ 12740'N.). Ve have not scen it to the north of Sokoto, and '
again Dobbs (opoc.:.t. gc.|16) only saw it 3 times during 9 years in -
Sokoto, : P . .

Broad-b:.lled Roller I‘mmtnmusmy guourus seen only once at Maru (cf. ‘I
Serle 1943, 'Ibis 85: 414)

Guinea Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus occaalonally geen in the _
Forest Reperves to the south of SolcotcrJ :.n Whloh town, unlike Dobbs
(op. cit, p. 116), We have not seen 11: S it

G:Lant Kingflshe Oerﬂe maxlma meen once on. the R:Lver Sokoto at I‘
Gusau (12° 05N, , 6 ,,O‘E 5 and -once at Ma,ru : SR

Red~throated Bee-—eater Merops bulOCkl resident a’c Bungudu gorge |
(halfway between Gusau and Ma.ruf) on the River Sokoto, and Lagke Natu,
but not seen further north,
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Red-rumped Swallov Hirundo daurica resident at Bungudu where it
seems fo nest; our " notes a agree exactly with Bannerman's (vol,
5, 252).

Sooty Ant-chat Mvrm@coc1chl% nigra sgen only once, 30 miles S.E,
of Sokoto (approx1mauely 12740'W,, 5 05'E,), a male in woodland.
Ag this seems to be its furthest extent westwards, the observation
© .needs confirmation, (Mackworth-Praed & Grant, 1955, The Birds of
.- B, & N.B., Africa, 284,) . / -

- Long-crested Helmet Shrike P rlonops plumata geen several times at

'?% Lavender'Flreflnch Estrilda caerulescens resident at Maru near the
rlver where it congregates into amall flocks :

;h;Blaekpfaced Firefinch Egtrilda 1arvata seen only once, w1th a group
Cosof Lavender Fireflnch at Maru, . _
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THE RED~EYED DOVE Streptopelia semitorqunta
I _STIERRA LEONE

Grimes (1971, BNOS,§:31/32) agks for information on the
distribution of the Red-eyed Dove, In Sierra Lieone it is
vbiquitous outside the forest, In the grass woodlands of the
northern part of the cowntry it vies with Streptopelia vinaces for
the status of commonest dove; in the huge areas of farm bush which
cover moat of gouthern Slerra Leone it shares the position with
Turtur afer; din the mangrove belt along the coast it is certainly
the most common species, as also in the sandy coastal savanna and
1ake/r1ver gysten of the extreme south, -From the closed forest,
hawever, it i virbtually absent., I have never recorded. it in the
Peninsula forest at. Freetown though i% oeccurs -sparingly in forest
“edge conditions. At Kasewe, 70 miles east of the Psninsula, it
. occurs ragu]arly in. the secondany planted foreast which is broken
up by clearings, but.mot in the remeining closed forest, In the






