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Red-rumped Swallov Hirundo daurica resident at Bungudu where it
seems fo nest; our " notes a agree exactly with Bannerman's (vol,
5, 252).

Sooty Ant-chat Mvrm@coc1chl% nigra sgen only once, 30 miles S.E,
of Sokoto (approx1mauely 12740'W,, 5 05'E,), a male in woodland.
Ag this seems to be its furthest extent westwards, the observation
© .needs confirmation, (Mackworth-Praed & Grant, 1955, The Birds of
.- B, & N.B., Africa, 284,) . / -

- Long-crested Helmet Shrike P rlonops plumata geen several times at

'?% Lavender'Flreflnch Estrilda caerulescens resident at Maru near the
rlver where it congregates into amall flocks :

;h;Blaekpfaced Firefinch Egtrilda 1arvata seen only once, w1th a group
Cosof Lavender Fireflnch at Maru, . _
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THE RED~EYED DOVE Streptopelia semitorqunta
I _STIERRA LEONE

Grimes (1971, BNOS,§:31/32) agks for information on the
distribution of the Red-eyed Dove, In Sierra Lieone it is
vbiquitous outside the forest, In the grass woodlands of the
northern part of the cowntry it vies with Streptopelia vinaces for
the status of commonest dove; in the huge areas of farm bush which
cover moat of gouthern Slerra Leone it shares the position with
Turtur afer; din the mangrove belt along the coast it is certainly
the most common species, as also in the sandy coastal savanna and
1ake/r1ver gysten of the extreme south, -From the closed forest,
hawever, it i virbtually absent., I have never recorded. it in the
Peninsula forest at. Freetown though i% oeccurs -sparingly in forest
“edge conditions. At Kasewe, 70 miles east of the Psninsula, it
. occurs ragu]arly in. the secondany planted foreast which is broken
up by clearings, but.mot in the remeining closed forest, In the
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Kowbui Hills, anothor 70 miles cngtwaxds, it comos right to the

foromt. edgo and I have o nost rocoprd from tho Rost House garden

1itorally 20.yaids fyom the. start of the unbiolken foroat, 25 .

miles further %0.tho: south-cast lios: tho Gola Foroat strotching. |

+o tho DLiberian frontler, the largost and oldest’ of tho remaining .

foresti of Sierra Leone, Horo, as tho forest is folled ond fams,

sot wp, po immodiately: does the Red-eyod Dove ostabligh iteelf, and

it alpo invades the: helf-folled arcns intorsporscd with clearings,
tAt-one‘pointyaflbggihgtrcadxhas'beon'drivon_some17*milem‘ﬁhrﬁugh

true foresta nd I have found the blxd at tho ond of this road but

T sssume it wes attrected by the forest edge conditions which obtain
. along the road iteelf with its thick mide growth of Mugangs, Harrungana,
‘ond Macexanma. (An even more unlikely record from this same area wos a
~ Whinchat Saxicola mbétra; ) Its distinotive cell precludes any. posgi-
 bility that 1t could bo overlooked in the forest canopy, and T think it
" fair to pummarige by saying that the Red-eyod Dove does not oeccur

naturaliy in; the "Sierra Leone forests except whore these mve been
* tampered . with byuan, o

G, Tield,
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WALLAM FATORT REVISTIED
| b _
L R.B,Sharland

T vigited Mallam Fatori botween March 14th and 19th, 1972,
together with Philip and Fponcis Hall, Tho®two roed hubs bullt
by the Society for R.J.Dowsett are still in oxcellent condition
and although wo could have weed tho Forestry Rest House, the acting
Dirvector of the Federal FisHerids Roscarch Ftation kindly allowed ..
us the use of one of the houses, which was o great help.

T found that the lalme shore had receded about 100 yords since
I wae last there in 1969, I could not obtain precise levels from
the Remearch Station but the falling level of Lgke Chad coupled
with plans to dam and divert one of tho tributaries of the Shari.





