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Kowbui Hills, anothor 70 miles cngtwaxds, it comos right to the

foromt. edgo and I have o nost rocoprd from tho Rost House garden

1itorally 20.yaids fyom the. start of the unbiolken foroat, 25 .

miles further %0.tho: south-cast lios: tho Gola Foroat strotching. |

+o tho DLiberian frontler, the largost and oldest’ of tho remaining .

foresti of Sierra Leone, Horo, as tho forest is folled ond fams,

sot wp, po immodiately: does the Red-eyod Dove ostabligh iteelf, and

it alpo invades the: helf-folled arcns intorsporscd with clearings,
tAt-one‘pointyaflbggihgtrcadxhas'beon'drivon_some17*milem‘ﬁhrﬁugh

true foresta nd I have found the blxd at tho ond of this road but

T sssume it wes attrected by the forest edge conditions which obtain
. along the road iteelf with its thick mide growth of Mugangs, Harrungana,
‘ond Macexanma. (An even more unlikely record from this same area wos a
~ Whinchat Saxicola mbétra; ) Its distinotive cell precludes any. posgi-
 bility that 1t could bo overlooked in the forest canopy, and T think it
" fair to pummarige by saying that the Red-eyod Dove does not oeccur

naturaliy in; the "Sierra Leone forests except whore these mve been
* tampered . with byuan, o

G, Tield,

s r Bt N A RN [

WALLAM FATORT REVISTIED
| b _
L R.B,Sharland

T vigited Mallam Fatori botween March 14th and 19th, 1972,
together with Philip and Fponcis Hall, Tho®two roed hubs bullt
by the Society for R.J.Dowsett are still in oxcellent condition
and although wo could have weed tho Forestry Rest House, the acting
Dirvector of the Federal FisHerids Roscarch Ftation kindly allowed ..
us the use of one of the houses, which was o great help.

T found that the lalme shore had receded about 100 yords since
I wae last there in 1969, I could not obtain precise levels from
the Remearch Station but the falling level of Lgke Chad coupled
with plans to dam and divert one of tho tributaries of the Shari.
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River must be. a serioués.- matter for the Chad Basin' Commigsion to
consider and may have, in _:time, a gree;t effect on the fiah and

| ~ fauna’ of the area.

We found tha,t the Salvadora :ms:tde the Research Stetion had
all been cut down and the area had not been replanted, This meant
tlat we had to go further afield to net Palaearctic migrants, We
found three patches of low Salvadora sbout one quarter of a mile .
from the area previously used and put up five nets, In just over
.- four deys we caught and ringed 206 mn.grants- -considering that we
. had only about half the usual net-length in use it would seem that
-~the volume of passage wags gimilar to that of previous years.

We rlnged. very few E‘chlopoan b:.rds. We found that, apart from
.,Golden Sparrows Passex lubeug which viere far more numerous than in

¥ 1068 or 1969, fow Bthiopean birds were in the Salvadora (only four

' Diochs Q.gueles were caught and they were trapped on the shore),

¥ Threc birds ringed in 1967 or 1968 were controlled - a Long~tailed
Nightjar Caprimuleus climacurus, a Common Bulbul Pycononctus barbatug
and a Slender-billied Weaver Plogeus luteolus, The body of a Cordon
Bleu Bgtrilda bengala wes also given to us; this bird had been
caught and ringed on 29.12.71.

Por two days midges were very prolific on the shore line and
Sand Martms @},p_e;lm r:.paria were congequently very numerous, Just
as we“wers nbout to try “to oateh Sand Martins by flicking the midge
hatch ceaged. and the birds became very few.k .

. Ue v1s:|.ted the mouth o:ﬁ‘ tl*e RJ..VGI‘ Yobe twme and stayed until

 dusk on. our last evening, Ve found plenty of papyrus swamp but no

reed beds at all.: We had imagined that we would see vast nuubers of
Vagtails Motacille and Send Martins flying into rooat but mctually
saw even, less than e . had peen at Mallam Fatorl

At the mouth of the R:Lver Yobe we saw a datk phise Wahlberg's

'Hagle fNguila wahlbergi end flying over Mallam Fatori next day saw

another - this time a light phage with all the widerparts practically
- pure white, This Eagle hag been seen at Gen.dam by R L S, and at
L _’Potlskum by Blasdale,

" We tra.ed to catch waders, 5a.nd. Martins and Wagtalls on the
shore line but with very little success, Ruff Philomdchug pummax
were as plentiful as usual
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Palaearctic migrants rlnged Wore -

Marsh Sandplper Trmg& stagna‘sllls ' 1

1Flava' Wagtail "~ Motacilla flava 10
Redstars Phoenicurus phosnicurus 2
Sedge Varbler . . Acrocephalus schoanobaenusg 8
Reed Warbler -~ Acrocephalus scirpaceus 17
Olivaceous Warbler  Hippolais pallida ' -3
Blackecap Sylvis atricapilla 1
Whitethroat = . Sylvia couwmunisg | 124
Lesser Uhitethroat  Sylvia curruca 32
Subalpine Warbler . = Sylvia cantillans - 6
Willow Warbler =~ . Phylloscopus trochilus - 2
206

e ‘could not see any Typha beds anyihere between Mallam
Fatori and the Yobe, There is plenty of Salvedora on the |
"poad" -from Kukawa to Ma.llam Fatorl but any future ringing
ot Mallam I‘ator:L will ¥e difficult unless the Salvadore 'bhere
ig proserved, - I-hope that tho Forestxy Department w:l.ll tak:Q
steps to protect this. . | R
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THE NESTS OP THRBI} FOBES’I‘ BIRDS

In the' pa:at year, T have observed the following 3 nests at”
Igot Ibmtam, A bgk Divisign, S5,E.State, Nigeria (4°46'W, , |

7935¢E, ). The Firset is described by Barmerman (1953, . -Birds of

Uest and Bquitorial Africa), -but no date is given, The other
two are S&ld to bhe un]mown

i. Chestnut Tra,.ttle-ﬂye Dxaghoroyhm castanea: = .o el
On 26th May, 1972, & schoolboy showed me a nsst crf thls
spe cies'in 8 cassava patch among oil-palm trees, Phemest was’
i £t. above the groind in a small shrub with large. soft léaves,
1t consisted of a very neat, deep, fumnel-like cup nade of dried
grasses and small stema. The rim was linhed with & white s:.lken
material {spider web?) to' help aftach it to two surrounding
leaves and-to-bend down's leaf above it, thus.pa¥tly hiding
the nest, The two fresh eggs were very light blue, with dark
brown spots, especially at the thick end. Egg measurements
were 16 x 12 mm,





