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Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleuss One record only, o a solitary
bird at cloge range near Ala on 5th March. It is unlikely that I would
overlook this bird, and the assumption is that thias rather tree~less ares
is outside the blrd's nommal rBngoe, at any rate in tho dry Béamon,

Swallow~tailed Kite Blanus riocourii: 'Three recordrs _only, of single
birds on.19th Jenuary and 4th February, and of & party of some 15 on
Tth February, All were moving slowly.....m a. NU direction.

Osprey Papdion halisetus: One by the lalce on 6°I;h February. Andthor
feen in Wa.za on 23xrd February, '

Lanner I‘alco bismmicug: | The 030.15r largor ﬂalcon Lelanbd . od, dncl bolioved
to ho quite common genorally, although the possibility of some of thoso
seor. bemg the Peregrino, Faloo Eorogrigu , cannot bo rulod out,

Kestrel Falco 'tgmunculus' Mlret secen m 27 th Ootober, subsoequantly ~
beconing vexy common {;enorally. By February 1t was tho commoncat of all
migrant birds of prey, perhaps bocomming less common aflter micl-March, but
still present on our departure on 28th March,

(Fox Kestrol Falco alopex: A gathering of some 30 at'a small firo in
mmmmmmmmm¢mommm)Nwmmhm%mmmMm

(Secretary-Blrd Sagittarius serpentariug: Our only record ig of one in - .
the hills south of Mora, N,(ameroun, on 22nd Pebruary.) :

o be continued
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CROYNED CRANES

‘4in Appeal

This magnificent bird is emblematic of more than movereignty; - it
gymbolises also wetlend conmervation, for Crowned Cranes nced marshland
for nesting.

In temperate countrics mersh drainape hag destroved the habita‘b |
of many crane species, which have become moorce and ovon (1like Anoricals’
Whooping Crane) greatly endangered,
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In Afrlca there seens to be llttle threat But who can
confidently assert that -continually aypandlng human poPulatlona
will not sooner or later press for marshiand reolamatlon in rural
a9 well as urban areas?

Crowned Cranes, spect&cular and unmlstakable a8 they are, faced
with fow threats other than loss of habitat, ate perhaps the ideal
ecological indicator species for monltorlng we'tland,

Reguest for help: the status of Crowmad Granes

Tho Tnternational Council for Bind Preservation has set up a World
Working Group on Cranes. Five people are to cover the three African
specloes, :

ANY TNPORMATION TYAT YOU CAN PROVIDE IMMBDIATELY about the status
of Crovned Cranes in Nigeria and Weat Africa will be greatly appreciated,
It will be even botter 1if in addition you can undertake systematic
observations over the next twelve monbhﬂ of all crancs encountared.
during your travels, S
: If' rosponge i ravourublo it may be posaible to organlge a .
natianal censua in Nigori&. : -

L = Thoe information ceded

TFlock: 5156, 1ocn11ty and date,. :

Proportion of obviously immature bird&.

Habitat (partlculaxiy whether on cultivated land (orops)
on ox near.dctusl or potential. broeding ground)

Prequency of occurrence at given 1ooa11ty.

Roosting ond wnigratory movememts., = - e

Relovent observations about Land-use, marsh modlflcatlon'”"
rain. reglme and. Watermtable' huntlng, mortallty, ete,

YEAR~ROUND OBSERVATIONS at a. locallty will ba especially

valuable, o | o e

Yourfielp is earnestly'solicitea.‘ Plesse write tore -

wy o Dr,¢,H,Fry,
- - Department of” Zoology,
MTlllydrone.ﬁvenue,
Aberdeen A' B9 2TN,
Scotland, T K.
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