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BOB_SHARLAND
T

- . Although the Editor hes already noted the logs of Bob
Sharlend. from the Nigerian scene,it is fibbting that some further:
recognition: of -hie contribution to the Society and to Nagerian :
Ornithology: shoulc appear in the pages of the Bulletin,Bob probm

sbly got his first. taste for troplcal birds while serving with’

the Army in the: Burma campaign,In 1949,only three years after he
had been demobilised,Bob came to Nigerila ag an accountant with the
United Africa Company with whom he remained uwntil 1960, During =
thege yoars He wes sbationed in‘vaerious parts of coastal Nigeria,

. notably Calabar and Burutu., But for the past twelve years he  has
been gontinuously in;KanQ_and,With‘his“wife‘Jane;has-offered'; o
generous hospitality to all and. pundry but,particularly,to those. . -
like myself intercated in birds,. It wis during one- of -my many i
vigits $o.the Shailsnds that Bob £irst mooted the idea of starting
8 Nigerian Ornithological Soclety. Although the infant,born .in .
1964 ,hags had its struggles for gurvival,there 18 no doubt thdt its
exigtence and the publication. of the Bulletin has done much to -
direct and’comord:inate -the activities of ornithologiste,not only
in Nigeria,but alpo elsewhers in West Africe. | o o

 In the early yoars,ilary Fry undertook all the Society's
work but since he left Nigeris for. .Aberdeen in 1966,Bob has heen

the Secretary/Trecsyrer while a number of editors have hendled the .

publication: of the. Bulletin,Bob's greatest comtributlon~ to =
Wigerian Ornitholegy has been initiating the ringing scheme in '

1957, Such has been the success of the campaign that a total of .

almogt 60,000 birds have now been ringed,nearly half yellow wagtails

and a further quartsr other Palasarctic Migrents, A formidable
fraction of this number have been ringed by Bob himself. To

achieve such results has meant devotion t¢ the work that is made
all the more praiseworthy when one recalls (as I do) that most of
the Kano yellow wugtalls were oaglured in one of the city's main '
middens just. outside the city walls! Bvery fLootfall was perilougi
It must have been most gratilying to Bob as he compiled the .
Anmnual Report for the Bulletin,to be able to note the' recoveries,
recoveries which have had real importance-to Ornithology., But,
more. than any other single person,he’ hag .proved that Palaearcéic
Migrants are asg faithful to wintering areas as they are fto breed-
ing haunts. I put this forward as a tentalive idea in 1957

shortly afterwards Bob proved it so. Another important result '
hag been to shov bhat at least a majority of dhe yellow wagtalils
Wlnterlng_ln Nige-ia move aimost directly north to breed,whersas -
many previously hud thought a strong western factor to be present
in the autmmn migration cirection.One wonders what will become

of the Nigerian ringing scheme now that Bob has gone.
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"Bob has alen severa.. first records for ngerla to hig . .
credit,These include the firgt Cettits Warbler in the north and. =
the  only known Nigerian resord: of Prinia leucopogon at Calabar. ‘
ALthough not primarily a nester ,he hag produced. several 1nterest-,
ing breeding records and 45 1 hoped that now he is not so fully
occupied in ringir:s,he will find time to publish some of these
findings in the BuLJetJn.

Mention wae made esy’i»n of the Sharland house in Kano as
s rendezvous for ornithologists.But it went a great deal furthen i
than ho&patallty. Bob has bco1 of - very great practical help to
people pasming through Karo. Chief amongst these I will cite ‘the
very great help given to ~obr. Ash,James Fergusson-Lees and Hilary -
Fry. on their vimLus to Mallary T‘a“uc:ri on Iale Chad,and to Bob
Dowaett. during hig prolongod atay- in the same area. I hope to be .
briefly back in Horthern TlgnrJa myself shortly,but to pass
through Kano withouwb Bob end Jane there will. be a traumatic“.
experience L o o T

Tho Sogioby owes both of Lhem a gxeat deal and it'ls fitting
we phould wish them well n the fulbure. We hope they will get . the !
game. gort of satisfaction from thelr new life in the United s
Klngdom that they must ha\o had while in Vigermao

John Elgood
THE BIRDS OF SQKDTQ
by »
P.J.Mundy and AV, cook
Egggmg Pasaerlnrr |
Buekley's Bush Lnrk W1wafr. Pocinnamomex'l

14 slghtlngdoirmm TODILICy io hugust as (B) (1) and -once at. (b)
in June,Probabely resident ab {(h) where ise characteristic
"drummlng“ isg hcqrd.ln Aug sl | : .

Rufous—rumped Bu,h Lafk M’rafva nigricang:

A dlstlnctJveiy coﬁourud‘quck and yelow lark, Seen on 2
occasiong at (i) i1 October end November of different years in
groups of 5 and 10, They ge»m to remain in the area for 2 or 3 weeks
only.8erle saw a blrd ol Ziris in Decembo:: o . o





