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"Bob has alen severa.. first records for ngerla to hig . .
credit,These include the firgt Cettits Warbler in the north and. =
the  only known Nigerian resord: of Prinia leucopogon at Calabar. ‘
ALthough not primarily a nester ,he hag produced. several 1nterest-,
ing breeding records and 45 1 hoped that now he is not so fully
occupied in ringir:s,he will find time to publish some of these
findings in the BuLJetJn.

Mention wae made esy’i»n of the Sharland house in Kano as
s rendezvous for ornithologists.But it went a great deal furthen i
than ho&patallty. Bob has bco1 of - very great practical help to
people pasming through Karo. Chief amongst these I will cite ‘the
very great help given to ~obr. Ash,James Fergusson-Lees and Hilary -
Fry. on their vimLus to Mallary T‘a“uc:ri on Iale Chad,and to Bob
Dowaett. during hig prolongod atay- in the same area. I hope to be .
briefly back in Horthern TlgnrJa myself shortly,but to pass
through Kano withouwb Bob end Jane there will. be a traumatic“.
experience L o o T

Tho Sogioby owes both of Lhem a gxeat deal and it'ls fitting
we phould wish them well n the fulbure. We hope they will get . the !
game. gort of satisfaction from thelr new life in the United s
Klngdom that they must ha\o had while in Vigermao

John Elgood
THE BIRDS OF SQKDTQ
by »
P.J.Mundy and AV, cook
Egggmg Pasaerlnrr |
Buekley's Bush Lnrk W1wafr. Pocinnamomex'l

14 slghtlngdoirmm TODILICy io hugust as (B) (1) and -once at. (b)
in June,Probabely resident ab {(h) where ise characteristic
"drummlng“ isg hcqrd.ln Aug sl | : .

Rufous—rumped Bu,h Lafk M’rafva nigricang:

A dlstlnctJveiy coﬁourud‘quck and yelow lark, Seen on 2
occasiong at (i) i1 October end November of different years in
groups of 5 and 10, They ge»m to remain in the area for 2 or 3 weeks
only.8erle saw a blrd ol Ziris in Decembo:: o . o
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Chestnut-backed Finch Lark Eremopterix leucotig: | - e
From September to March at Iai(ci(ditfilﬁ!ll) and (d) in July,
It prefers (h)(i) where it occurs in numbers up to 50,with the
sex ratio generally equal,Breeding at(i) in October (Part 3).

Crested Tark Galerida cristatas

Throughout the-year at (a}{b)(c)(d) and at(i) in August and =~
November,Very numerous on fadamass and up to 20 may oftén .be seen
at any one time.Scng "babiles" heard and aggressive behaviour seen
in February and Msrch,Two larks will chage each other around a
small area (averags 30 yards diameter) and then stop to ﬁace one
anobher at a distznce of “=3leet.One or both will ging vigorously
and one bird soon crouches wallst the other stands erect,and -
suddenly the *crovsher" chagas the other away.

Buropean Sand Martin Riporia riparias - | SR
From October tc March u«t (a)(b){c) ingroups of 10-20. If the
colour of the throat is a reliable character,ie.white in'the
Buropean migrant and dusky brown in the African resgident,then all
our sightings refer to riparii. However,Broadbent (pers,qomm.)saw_
paludicola in Sokoto in April,and Dobbs (1959) also saw paludicola
from October to Ap:ril. sos ' ~ -

Banded Martin Riparia cinctas

A pair at (i) in'SQPtember,

European swallow Eirundo rugtica:

24 sightings at (b)(c) in Septeﬁber;Octobér,Maroh and April,
omall groups., . : T S

Ethiopian swallow [irundo @pthiopicaé -

By far the commsnést hiruniine,resident at (a)(h)(c){(a)(h)(i) .
and spreading to (-)(f)}in the woet :season,Generally in groups of '
20 or so,but on 4 ccasions nmimbering more than 100:at (a)inNovember
at(c)in February. :.nd-Aprii,z:nd once:at(&)in March,a group of 500
were perched on tho telephone wires, Courtship,ie,pairs tumbling
through the air,secn at(i)in July and juveniles (with.a pale rufous
forehead but promirent breast patcheg) there in September;2 juven-
iles were perched cn a millet stalkjafid fluttered their wings and
called loudly whencver their parents flew up to them with food.On
the approach of a Crow,they ilew away.These swallows often drink
from the swimming jool., | -

Lesger Stripéd Swa’.low Hirundo abyssinicas:
A pair at (h) in June,




- Furopean House Ma tin Delwchon urb¢ca°':

A single blrd as (g)ln Junea- ; |
Blue-Headed Vagltail Moua 1) LEs ¢1&J

From 29th Septerber to 12th April: at(a)(b)(c)(d)( )(f) and 5
“birds at(i)in December;the scason's first Wagtells were seen on
29th September 1970. and S0th September 1971.They show a clear

' agSociation with wet open arsasigenerally well dispersed in small

- groups, thought000 seen at(a)ln February We have not seen any roosts
oX fllght lines,Only geldom seen around catitle and usually the

" birds are in and around scattered trees.Notwithstanding Bannerman's
© remarks(1953,pp.826-T),we think we have recognised 4 races (iden-

tifications in Ma”ch)°fl¢va.olnereocapllla,thunbergl and flavissima

in that order(but see Elgoo& et al.,19667H

';Whlte Wagtall MotT0111a Q1b¢°l5:'”"  ;i;

Much ILess comn01 than the Tellow and 1ghted 90 tlmes from 17th
" November to 26tk ilarch at(a)(f), Closely -attached %o poolsof water
ithroughout thls p=r10d ﬂhey often Jump 1nto the alr.

_ Tawny Plplt Anthua campe tr1$° |

Group of 5 blrd* at(l) in Januaryo

' :Tree Plplt Anthus trLVlal_

Seeh at(c)ln Novelber PebJuawy and Maroh and wt(h)ln October.9
sightings.One birl vwas secn walking on its tarsi and not its toes !

Brubru Shrlke NllLuS afer:

i A consplcuous b ra aura;ly au LLD_“peﬂ—wh;stle"(Bannerman 1953)
s umistakable, its occurrence is erratic —-secen and heard every
dqy for. 2 weeko n=ar(e)wu Marchia pair et(e)in May:a pair near(e)

in Augustjand 1 hoard necr{e,in December,Probably the same pair
and clearly attracted to the woodland at( ) and surrounding wood-
n.lands in Governmemt Regidential Areas.Presumably. r681dent there.

'9 Gambian Puff~chk ohrlhe Drxmaopus gambcn318°h'

< I Fron March to Docember st o)%nd Februs.ry and August at(g) Prob—
“ably resideént in: hoth wo\dllnds Always high in trees and often in
pairs.Heard singing in Jine,The woodlancé at(e)holds 1 or 2 pairs,




Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra genegalg:

Resident in the farmland surrounding(g),and at(h)jiseen occasion
~ally at(a)(e)(f).Ite call is distinctive and without it the bird
would often pass unnoticed,Breeding at(h)in July(Pt.3).Not a
common hird even in its 2 favoured habitets. _

~ Barbary Shrike Laniarius harbarus:

Resident at(e)(f)(g)(h)and seen once at(c);(e)holds 4 or 5 pairs,
Generally seen in pairs and their unique duetted call may be heard
throughout the yeer(rec),It is not so secretive or skulking as
. ‘Bannerman(1953 )degcribes.It was once seen tearing a weaver's nest
- to plecesion anotlier occapion. it attacked and killed a Cordon Bleu
Bstrilde bengala end impaled it upon a thorn(our thanks to Mrs,
Poole Tor the latter observation)., One pair in February were seen
chaging ench other "leap-frog"fashion,both frequently hopping up
- anddown, o _ .

Grey~Headed Bush Shrike Malaconotus blanchoti:

Resident at(e)(f)(g),at Least 1 pair in ocach,Gonerally skulling
and seen singly or in pairs.It is at the very north of its range
here.like all our resident shrikes,lt has an wmistakable call,e

- "melancholy bell-like note" (Bannerman 1953;,and rather haunting,
which often advertiges-the hidden bird(rec). We have heard it
calling in Jenuary (perheps duetting,rec.),June and September,
Probable courtship seen in late January -one bird of a pair o
chasing the other and frequently raising its head, Either bird,or
‘perhaps both,utter a call quite different to the normal,being a
rattle followed by a very short whistle,with one or several whistles
sounded for each rattle, Such whistles are a sharper Fform of the
blaintive call., On 2 occasions in January,courting birds were on
the edge. of a2 .epmll Neem plantation near(f),and they wére most

conspicuous. -

Long-tailed Shrike Corvinells corving: . | : .

. Resident at(e)(r)(g),noisy and gregarious, At least 10 birds
live in each habitat,with a group of 20 at(g)in October(and includ
=ing juveniles?), They are usually seen feeding on the ground

- and when disturbed fly intd the lower branches of a tree,

 Woodchat Lanius senator: = o
From 17Fh September to 12th April at(a)(b)(c)(d)(h) and on the

farmland surrounding(e)(f);seen twice at(i),and a juvenile (pale j
colour) seen at{i) on 28th August.An adult Seen on’ 15th June, This |
'Shrike-perches motionless on a branch for long periods,and . then |
dashes out to catch an insect in the manner of 8. flyoaécher,‘BO :
‘sightings of the nominate race only, . S o ‘
|



Buropean Golden Oriole Oriclug Briolus: . | oo
Single nales secn on 27th Septerber and gt October in separate

years, This apgeaxa to be the third report of the ériole in Nigeria

(Blpood et al.). . o | T

African Golden Orinle Qriolus auratus:

Fron July to Pebruary at{e)and a sirmilar occurrence to that . - -
noted by Dobbs (1¢59). Either single nales,or naleg with 1 or 2
ferales. Alyuys perched in tree-tops. An auratus male chaged .an’ .
oriolus nale in October, e

Glossyabaokod'Dror@o'Dicryrua;adsimiliSE A
- Single birds ai(g)in June,Septenber,October and at(f)in Jahuvary

swalnson's Glossy Jtarlinsg Tanprotornis chloropterus: E
Seen at(e)in Jeavary (3 birds), uly(50 birds,about + being
Juveniles with spclted brown plumage),Angust (40 birds,sane prop-
ortion of juveniles) and Novenber(12 aduits). Only seen when they.
corie to roost in the evenings, A

Blue-~eared Glossy Starlinzy Lanprotornis chal boows: . v
The corronesl rbarling and resident aWia)éﬁile)(f)(g);in'the.
wet season at(h):;'n the dry season at(d);and on odd occasions at
éc)(i_. A song "bottle" heerd in June (rec. ),breeding in August
APE.5),and juvenileg seen in July (half of a flock of 30,being
blackish~brown in colour), Generally in groups of 20~30,but flocks
of 100 secn in Felbruary,Ocitober and Decenber. Our-gightings in the
gtudy areas show ¢ dirinubion in nunbers during the wet season,
suggesting a noverent nortawards:-80,247,120,-,~, (observers absent),
45,72,51,19,150,9(:,140, On one occasion n group of 6 weré scen
roobbing a Black' Ccbra,iaja, Ve have not seen any chalcurns which
Serle found nestirg here, o

Long-tailed Gloss; Sbarlirg lanprotornis caudatus: | -
It habite arve sinilar to the Loag-tailed Shrike's,for the. -
vtarling is nolsy gregarious and usually found feeding on the ground.
It ig associated vith woollmrd and is resident at(e)(f)(g) but also
at the nore open(i), The hircs seem just as noigy in the late even
~ing as during th. day. Gaawrally in groups of‘ﬁo—zo,but 40 seen
at(e)in June (inc.uding juveailes?). As with the Blue-eared Star-
ling,our sighting: show a dccrease durinz a pars Of the wet season
~60,45,39,w,~, {chiervers absent),72,65,41,9,22,55,51. The Woodland
at(e)holds abouv 5 birds wlich disappear fron Septomber to November
inclusive, | - S

Ariethyst Sbarling Cinnyriciieulus leucoeigter:
A male and fen 0 palr ae(i)in July.




65

Chestnut~bellied Starling £preo pulchers

© yidespread but in small groups of 10-15;less coLrion than the
Blué=sared Starling.Resident ot(c)(g)(h) and occurring occasionally
at(a)gd). A juvenile seen in August (yellow bill,brown throat and
chesgt). I

Yellow--pilled Oxpeéker Buphasus africenvs: _ o
Found,of course,wherever there are demestic aninals,and in our
ares that neans nearly everywhere. Breeding at(i)in July (Pt.3).
This bird has 2 guite clear-cut dispersicn patternsifeeding in very
small groups up to 6 and quite often ginglysroosting ingroups of 10
or riore but usually of 50-200, A suggested function of conrnunal
roosting is that rost birds can quickly ¢irect their attentlon to
a Tood supply the next day (fack,1968). Tn a "wild" situation,this
would be useful tc the Oxpecrter- looking for rnobile ungulantes, But
in Sokoto there is never eny difficulty in finding donestic aninals
and g0 the birds disperse over the area corpletely. Only once have
we séen any enimal trying tc rid itself ¢l an Oxpecker: a donkey
persigtently rolling, _ '

Piapiac Ptilostorws afers - - | o : .
T Of uncertain ssabus,bub probably resident at{b)(g),thcse areas
having pany palns with the birds often t¢ be seen in and around

themaleo occasionally. at(a)(¢)(e)(L), Ite numbers do drop in some
nonthesour sightings are:-26,6,0freq, (Drcadbent),~ (observers
absent),42,5,55,7,55,65,15, Whére residert it ig in flocks of about
20,but once at(g)in Noverpor it numbered nore than 50 in a nixed
flock.with starlirgzs,long-tailed Shrikes and Grey Hornbills. Red
billed birds have deen secn in June,Octol.cr and December. Breeding
in Junejone parent near a nest scoldéd a Harrier Hawle until the
latter nmoved away {rec.). rlso seen scoléing a Rad-Hecked Keshrel.

Pied Crow Corvus albus:

Seen everywhere,but nore particnlarly as noted by Bannernan
(1953 neer human habitaticd. &4 i regident in all our arecag;but
geen in ones or twos only,at(1)(i). Bree(ing begins in late April
or -early May(Pt.3), There is 18 yeot no grod evdd:ance to support the
notion that birds pair for life (but see Lanm,1958). Nor is it now
true that the Crow is heavily paragitisec by the Greghspotted
Cuckoo around Sokoto (see Murdy and Cook,1971a). |

“True to ite genus the Pied Crow is of wnfailing interest and no
‘doubt:appeals to humans because of its intelligeunce (and Aggression?)
“Both of us have hend-rearcd nestlings and. the fladglings then
rerain near the hcouse until the next brecding season, The number
of living things that Crows will attack s legion ~humans,donkeys,
goats,all raptors and especially eagles,ssé snall hawks (ond also
once a Lanner)and owls;in or out of the treoding season., Whilst
studying Crows we offen found that one ault of 2 neabting pair
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would see our car in the distance and cone to neet us,scolding all
the way even over a distance of 200-300 yards.When we exanined the
nests,the'pargnts wonld swoop over us and call in an odd manner
that within ninut s produced a large flock of equally angry Crows .
lCrows_soneﬁlmus ash shelr food before eating it, Once we
heard a Crow minic an Bgret. Neither .of our hand-veared birds cane
near to talking, ' '

Common Garden Bulbul Pychonotus harbatus: S | o
Regident at(e'(L)(g) and seen on ocoasions at(c)and in the wet

segson-at(h). Gopulation seen in January and February. At least 5

pairs occur at(e) (rec.), ' | - -

Whinchat Jaxicola pubetra o
5 sightings of single bords at(d)in October and December,

Wheatear Qenanthe oenantlhe: | - | &

Pron 10th Oct.ber to 21st March in all our areas,120 sightings
and a comwon bird in groups of 1-3, Soric tales have'their-breeding
pluniege in early March. _ :

Spanish Wheateor Oenanthe hispanics: o o

b sightings i Februery and March at(f)(g)(h),4 white- andi
blaclk~throated bivds., Once we saw oenanthe chasing hispanica in .
February. In contrast to the former,hispanics perches in treesg.

Descrt Wheatear Qunanthe deserti:
A single molce ot (f) n January.

Red-tailed Chat Cosrconcla faniliariss e
Single birds scen at(kJii February ond March,

Ant Chat Myrnecocichle aebaiopg: SR

Resident groups at(ﬂﬁgi)_numbgwing o5 least 20 and 10 birds
respectivelyjaluc seon nwia)(b)i L )and odd birds are always found
at the mony laterite quarries around Soloto, Generally in loose
groups within 800 yards F taeir resting/roosting tunnels and
rarely ranging Fu.ther. away,is Dannernan(195%) notes,their voice
ig delightful,and they cdli throughout the year(rec‘ﬁ. Courting
begins in May,but ege-layire does not begin until the rains have
properly arrived (Pt.%), | : o

These birds find thelr insect food on the ground but are algo

adept at catching Llying ternites. They like to perch on corn
gtalks,bushes and trees, Ve have seen tlen react as a group to a
flying Black Xite and Shikra,by raising sn alarn call and either
~darting into . a bush or dAlaplaying on the ground, Yet they did not
nob a Blaclk Cober Naje (vhich also uses their tunnels and is no
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doubt a nest predator) which was being robbed by the Blue~cared

Starling. Once we saw a Chat chasing aWoodpecker several timeg around

a tree., . -

Rock Thrush Epnticola_saxatilis: o -
2 sightings:aforale at{ijon 19%h Noverbor and a male in bright
plunage on 19th March on old farmland at the town's edge, ‘

Blue Rock Thrush lMonticola golitaria: g ST

4 birds seen a2t(i):afernale or inmature on 19th November,a male
on 10th January,and 2 femsles on 13th Februaruy:all among rocks, We
are confident of cur identifications here beecause of direct compar-
ison with thie resident: Ant Chats. Elgood et.al, (1966 )have only one
previous record. Lobbs(1959)saw it in April;but was not credited. by
Elgood, SR . L S R

Buropean Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus: . R
Hot so conion as the ¥ eatear,about 60 sightings, Trom27th
September to 25th March it is resident at(e),often in pairs, In . -
October and March we have the biggest counts, Also Seen occasionall
at(b)(c)(£)(g)(h). It perches on iho lowest branches of trees and
then nakes a sudden dash to the ground. Often %o be seen chasing .

each ‘other, R : . o = . :

Blaok Scrub Robin' Jercotrichas podobe: . | R

Only seen at(h)in February,August,October and November, eithel
8ingly or in pairs, Always seen at the sane place within(hj. -
Probably resident. . ; S

Rufous Warbler Cercotrichas- alactoteg: R
Rather few sightings(30)for this conspicuous bird,but -at léast
2 pairs gre resfident at(h)and it nay be resident at(ij. Though we .
visited its habitats throughout the year we did not sée ittin
August and Septembor,s feafurc too of Dobbs!' (1959 )observations;
perhaps it noves northwards with the rains, Courtship seen in June
(le.tail-raising,wing dropping and chasing), ' -

Snovy-crowned Robia Chat Cossypha niveicapilla: : Co
A secrotive bird,sighted O Tires:allT (g)in February to August
where it is perhaps resident (ef.Try 1970). Wé have never seen it
at(e)where it was oce sighted by Dobbs(1959),and this is probably
due to drainage developnent and undergrowth clearance, At (£)(g)it
prefers the thick,m0ist patches. | S | e

Sudan Brown Babbler Turdoides plebeius: R
A noisy bird(reo” Jand gregarious but very quick to fade away in
to the woodland gloom when it notices an observer, Resident at(f)

R e e e — — e - — o —
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(g),10~15 birds ench,and a group of 6 at(e)in December. The whole
‘head is grey and its tall is held downwards ~Bannerman's colour
picture (1953 opp.p.840) is nisleading in these aspects. The birds
take large hops wien on the ground.

European Reed Warsler Acrocephalus sclrpaoeu5°
A single bird at(fJon 15:h March.

.Icterlne/Melodloug Varbler Hippolais 1cter1na/polvglotta°
single birds -t(ogon 25th October and 28%h Wovember,According:
to Elgood et.al.(:966),the Velodious is more llkely to be seecn.

Olivaceous Varbler Hippolais pallida; -
10 sightings: 1 bird at.g)on 16%h Octobersgroup of 6 at
Amanawa on 29th October,cnd group of 3 nt(e)on 30th November.

Furopean VWhitethroat Syliia comnunig:
Fror: 22nd November to 18Gh Warch at (c¢)(d)(e )(f)(g)(h)(l)
Usually singly,but severcl seen 1n the same aren together in March

- No Sylvia curruca seen.,

Subalpine Warbler ﬁylv1a cortillans s
15 sightings “rom 25k cepterber to 218t March at(o)(e)

Willow Warbler/(kafchaff Phylloscopus irochllup/collvblta°
50 sightings at(e)froc. 19th October to 8th February 20 blrdsl
were seen on thic last duo;-. _ .

| Wood Warbler th]loscopu‘ 51911atrLX°
15 birds at(e)on25th Octiber, then Sparlngly to 5th Deoem.berr
One blrd at (e)or 30th Auw;ust.

.~

Rufous-Grass Warbler Cisticcla galactotes: .
Seen occasiorally thirugh the year at(b)(c)(d). One bird was
seen carrying nest nater:zal in October, : .

Red Pate Grass Werbler: O qfvhnla rufidepg: |
Conspilcuous Ly stanox atop a iree afa.song(rec)ln the Wet
geason and seen ct(h)fTO” July to Ocuobor 2 or 3 51ng1ng blrds.

Gold Coast Panta’ll Warblewr Jisticols Juncidis:
Resident at(:. )(b)(c)(d“ "itting'™, The East Afrlcan name,is fpt

West Africen Prinia Prinis subflavas '
11 sightings: at(g)(a)n June to August and(d)ln Decenber.

Grey—backod Camaroptera Janaropters brashyura: ‘
Resident at(:)}(g)(h)bus never more Fhan 1 or 2 pairs seen at
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each, Courtship begins in July -both male and female produce a
fast clicking sound from their vidbrating wings and both contin- ...
uously tweeter. The female site on a branch whilst the male hops
to and fro from one branch to another,6 ins.tc 1 ft.apart,his tail
spread into a fan. The fenale flies off,the nale follows,and the
actions are repeated. Also in July,fighting seen -2 birds grapplin%
together tumbled out of a tree to the grouwnd. -

GreyrbackeﬂjEfemomola Tromoncla icteropyeinlily:

22 sightingg:probably resident atl(e)(g) (k). Generally singly

or in pairs.

Green~backed Eremonela Brenomela pusillas o

Twlce seen in groups of 8 abld)lce)in March and April., They arc
altogether brighter in the Ffield than icteropyeialis as woll ag
seeming more social,

,Senega150rbmbé¢.Sylvietta brachyura : | |
- 10 sightings:probably resident at{e)(g)(h),singly or in pairs.

~8potted Flycatcher Mugcicapa striatas
Single birds ct(ejon 27th October and 5th Docember,

Senegal Puffback Plycatcher Batis senegalensis:
Single males at(h)in June and October,

Paradise Ilycatcher Tersiphone viridis:

12 sightings ot (e){f)(g)fron Junt to October and once in
January., It is probably resident in all 3 arcas,but is noticod more
in the wet season because it ig breeding and very noisy. Both
brown and white phases have been seen: whitc rales (4tines,one
with a little brown in the tail) and browm females (6 tincs) -
cf. Bannernan(1936)who notes all females as brown,and tho whitc
nales as comron in Northern Nigeria. In June a male was seen
flitting betweon 2 trecs For +thour and calling persistently in 2.
notes. Also in June a fomale nobbed a Ponrl Spotted Owlet until
it left its perch. Again,in Juné a palr were seon digplaying :
togegher'with nuch calling(rec),flapping of wings and flying to
and fro, - ' ' _

Pygry Long-tailed Sunbird Anthreplbes platura:

- Recognised on account of The malog! Llong tails from Octobor
to March and always carefully digtinguished from Nectarinia
pulchella, Only 5 positive sightings in thet period, Dobbs(1959)
records it in eclipse plumage from April to Aupust, though by
implication, .




70

Scarlet-breasted Junbird lectarinia senegalengis:

10 sightings of males throughout the year at(b)(c)(Ff) and
apparently aggocisted with fadama and . stream vegetation. A palr
in June. o _

Beautlful Long-tailed Punyird Nectarinis pulchsellac:

The commonest sunbird,found in abundance at(e)(f)E ; and when
~aver there are biossominu treessin the wet season at(h)(i);and on
odd occasions at( )(c)(d). e woodland of (e )holds at 1eaat 10
pairs., The species .seems gregarious only inasruch as several may
gather in a tree with many blossons; otherwise they are met with
singly. The males in eclipse plumage retain green metallic wing -
coverts and are then fourd oither with cr without their long tails,
perhaps the short-tailed biwds are first-year immatures? Assumpt-
lon of breeding piumage tegins in March and is complete by May,and
is lost during October., Lggregsion and courtship also begin in
Marchimales chasing and scolding other nales,and courting females
with outspread wings and tall, Tw1ce we have seen males courting
2 females together, Juvenlles (with a vertical black streak on the
throat and upper ohost) are seen from July to October,

Yellowubellled Bu1t1ng Enberxiza flaviventris:

Resident at(h)and secn singly and in pairs. Juveniles (w1th a
yellow crown.between the 2 top strlpes) in August. No Empgrima
forbesi seen. | _

Rock: Bunting Bmberiza tah:pisis

Resident at(k)(i)in numba3rs around 50 eachjioccasicnally at.
all our other areas and a group of 50 at(c)in June on freshly dug
ground, Generally conpplcloua because oi' their tweetering song
throughout the yearimales are more brightly coloured +than fenales.
Juveniles(with red bllls) seon in August.

Yellow—fronted Cax ary Serinui mozambicug:s
Seen only a fow tinez Akihitron Pebruary o August

Grey Ganary Serlnas lenﬂqgjg1u8°
Group of 4 at(h)in Oztekiw,

Slender-billed Weaver Plocens luteolus

Males begin easuning breceing pluua e 1n March and fron then
to October this Veaver iy resident at(b Y(g)(h) (4 )and seen
occasionally at{c)(f). Usualkly in pairs and always in trees..
Widespread. Breeding fron June (P, 3) -

Vltelline Masked ﬂeaver Plocsns velatug: )
From June o October il is widesprecd,occcurring at(k)(c)(d)(e)
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(g)(h). It breeds in 6 variety of plabo OV water,ln arid parts
of the; bush,and around hunan habitation (ef Morel and Morel 1962)
~Lfrom July to Octoher. Generally it secns to he @ solitory nostor
one nale building and destroying a group of nests and abtractlng

~ between 1!and 4 fenales. As Bannermsn emphasises (195%,pp.1379-80)
malea qf Voldtuﬁ and houpglini are difficult to distinguish,and
after many nours watchlng both specles in the field dlrferenblatlon
can be geer on 6 pOLhts'nnest ghape, cye colour,blaclk of throat, W1n3
colour,ohest colour, Corohoad colour in Lhub ordgr of usofulnusa

(Pt.3).

Heuglln's Masked Weaver Plocens heuglind: |
Seen from June 4o Oclober and positively idmnt¢flod at only 5

places: in a Nigerien family'ls compound (every VOWF)‘ClOBQ to the

aLering Resgt House dining roomgah tho gntes of the new Onpital
Schooliiln widely spaced trecs at( Jiin an acacila overlooking the:
Solkkoto river. Ilence,threc of theoge gights are "protdéetoed",and” -
 indeéd the few nogts at the Schiool gatos were clustered nround o)
wasps' nest (see Flgood and qud 1960, and note that our socond:
group above is at the sane site as thelr no.4). TNhown to breod at
2 places (pt,3),the firét and last debtoiled above,both colonies
with more than 20 nestsiup to 10 neats at the C, R H.,5chool gates
and (i) 1mmatures' nests nt(1)also, Apparent polygeny in our first
gite. Thuu at Bokoto,the breeding ranges. of heuglini and velatug’
overlap (cf. Hnll nd Moreau !970%

Vlllagc Weaver Plocens cucullatug:

Males are in breeding plumage from May to early Novomber. This
ip the only weaver we can recognise outside the breeding season,
due to its large size and bill,ond red eye, It is resident in all
our areas in varlouoly gized groups but only occasionally seen at
(h)(i). This bird breeds in 2 nain 31uuqt¢onu over witer and close
to human habitation,even inside couwrtynrds, Brcedin pocma to be
initiated by sufficient roinfall (Pt,3), though prob: bly by rain's
- effect on the vegetation and lnvcrtobr;ru (but cf.Collias ond
Collims 1970), Colonies are not large,averaging about 20 maless
one colony was in the sane trces near the bridge over the river
Rima ag noted by Dobbs (1959). Thore is no dependence on Baabab
trees(cf  Bannernan 195J,P 138)). : R

Black-headed Weaver Plocona rielonocephalus s ’ -

Breeding noleg fron carliy August to carly October at(a)( ) oA
colony of 2 males,5 fenales and 9 nests at(c)in Septenmber to
October.(Pt.3), Only geen by rumning water. Very rmch lesg conmon
thén in the 1950's (sce Dobbs 1959),
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Black-faced Dioch Juelea gquelea: : : .
deen almost throughout the year in all our areas except(i)
though preferring the fadamas and the farmland around(f)( ). Our
nonthly sightings indicate an exodus in July(cf,Ward 1965§,but also

in September and October:-100,155,560,-,~,(observers absent ),80,
5,98,0,17,72,50, Gonerally in flocks of 20-30 with sex ratio equal;
their species is known to be monogamous (Ward,op.cit. ). No evidence
of breeding. : g \ ‘

Yellow-crowned Bishop Buplectes afer:

The males are in breeding plumage from mid-July to early Noven-
ber and require waber for nesting over,this fact probably_determining
the comparative lateness of their onset of breeding. During these
months they are secn at (a)(b)(c),and surprisingly one male was
seen at(h)in Auvgus’. In the non-breeding season they are present in
the rice fields of{a)in their ‘thousands. In courtship,seen in August
the male chases th: female fluffing hinself up considerably. Other
~wise he travels around his territory like a whirring bullet, :

Orange. Bishop Bupl-zctes orix: :

Of much wider habita® tolerance than afer and not at all tied
to water,hence the orix male assunes breeding plumage with the
onset of the wet s2ason rainfall and not with the amount of ground
water, This comes to a full month before afer and lasts to early
November. The Oranze Bishop is then found in all our areas except
(f),generally on fairmland amongst corn and millet. 1~20 males may
be seen in one place together at a time. - :

White~billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostrisg:. - .
Resident at Amanawa where it nests, 1t happens not to nest in
any of our areas aid is only occasionally seen at{a)(f)(g)(h),with
a flock of 24 beinz seen at(g)in November, It seems then to be
closely agsociated with ite breeding sites throughout the year. On
5 occasions,in Jamiary,lFebruary,July and . Avgust,we have seen one or
more Weavers among a group of starlings,slways Spreg pulcher and
sometines also Lamorotornig chalybasus. On one occasion oniy have
ve seen the Weaver at a tine when there were no starlings around.
The relationship close to their .colonies may well be different,
' Breeding at the Amanawa coluny of 30-50 birds begins in late
June;this colony overlooks a Nigerian fanily's conmpound and is
used every year, Nest-building or -repsaring continues until late
October and may well persist throughout the year. Juveniles begin
to appear in August. At a distance of 200 yds,,from another colony
2 adults. were geen feeding 2 juveniles which were 8itting in a bush
These fledglings were brown with white spotting on the back,and
white edging to the primaries,the bill was dark with pink edges and
the inside~mouth was red, Scon they jumped to the ground and hegan
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foraging for themszelves,

Sparrow Weaver Plocepagser superciliosuss | L
3 sightings at{h)in July and August;building a. grass-ball nest

Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus: : - o

Resident everywhere and inside the town, ceen singly or. in .
groups of up to 50. Nesting in August to October in tree~holes
and under roofs., Once seen catching flying termites,

Scaly-fronted Weaver Sporonipes frontalis: = : : :
Resident at(h). OF uncertain status,but20 seen in scattered

groups in January. Otherwige usually seen in very few nunbers.

Mest-building in July and “agust (later abandoned). '

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macrours: . L L o S
Rarely seen for such a conspicuous bird,perhaps because its

‘Waxbill'host (¢.v.) is not common around Sokoto. From earlX(J??e\to
g)\h)

early October . nales or pairs are encountered at(b)(ec)(a)(f

i). On 2 occasions groups were seen at(b):on 13th June,2 flocks
each nunbering about 30 birds,with the pied males outnumbered by
females byd:1,and a covple .of males courting by flying above a
female and fluttering down;on 15th October a flock of. 10 pales
Sone half of which were lacking the 1ong-téil_feathers,suggesﬁing
the pattern of moult, B ' . - SR RS
Indigo Finch Vidua chalybeats : : o e

A common bird,now krown to parasitise the Senegal Firefinch

(IMorel and Morel, 1955), Like its host it is found in every habitat
except perhaps in the town itself(unlike itg host), Males seen -
coning into breeding Plunnge . in Juré ‘and July,but odd nales oceuy
throughout the year,and its host after all breeds for 9 months of
the year (Morel 1964), Our:sightings of males are:=4,5,10,~,~,
(observers absent)560,4,20,10,1555,2, On 2 Occasions,both in June
large groups of 20 and 40 birds were seen,the great majority -
being males. S o .

Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidus orientslis: o |
Maleg in breeding plunage are seen Ifrom July to .early Decenmber
and ‘only at(g)(h),singly or rerely paired with one female. Its
Pytilia hogt(Hall and Horeau,1970) is only seen at(h).As Bannerman
I%QBSinotes,ﬁhe nelea have a habit of flying from the top of one
bush or tree to the top of another,usually 100yds.or nore apart.
AL Marq,lat.12015‘ﬂ,males have been seen in breeding plumage in
Februarysas with the Vidua macroura,one male orientalis lacked
the ‘long tail feathers.. o e

. ——— ——— e —— . e — e
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Cut-Throat Veaver Amadina fasciata:

From September to January at(h)in groups of 5-50:and at(c)ln_-
June,3 males among a mixed flock .of other weavers, One flock of
30 1n October comprised 24.msles and 6 females. No evidence of -

breeding, Like th¢ Silverbill, this Weaver is known to 1ay in old
weaverg' nests, _

Melba Finch Pytilig melba=

Seen at(h)ln 5 months of the year and - perhaps regsident there'
alsa in a’nearby lorest Reserve. Often in pairs. Nest buillding in
July. Generally seen skulhlng about on or near to the ground

Black-rumped Waxbill Egtrilda troglodvten:

Seen throughoxt the year,but scems to move around as it is not
resident in any one locallty continuously. Seen at one time or
another in all our areas except(c)(e),sométimes singly,usually in
groups averaging 10 birds., On 4 occa31onu,groups of 20 or nore
somn(January and February). The Waxblll is seen in the brecding
season(ie,the ralls) only at( g .and its parasite Vidua
macroura (Hall and Morepu, 1978 is seen'there too,

Red~cheeked Cordon Bleu Egtrilda benpala°

Resident in lorge numbers inside and amund Sokoto. Found in
all ‘our areas excapt(a)in groups up to 20 ,and nesting in September
and October (P4,3)., Very often feeding in a nixed group with the
Jenegal Plreflnch The gex ratio of béngala flocks seems to vary a
great deal; ' _

Senegal Firefinch Lagonoutlcta senegolas ' |
.~ Like the Cordon Bleu this bird may be found anyvhere. Gen9r~
ally geen. in smaller parties than Egtrildabongals and often in -
pairs. Nesting in September and October (Pt.%). Very often feeding
with the Cordon Bleu, _ o

Quail Finch Orbzmgaplza atricolligs
- One bird onon; tlssochs at{a)in Pebruary.

Warbling.Silverhill Lonchura malabaricas

’ A widespread wird anc resident in all our areas;usually in
groups of 5-20,bus once & group of 50 at Amanawa in July.

" Copulation seon an June and broodlng known fron Septomber to Jan-
‘uary)(Pt.3). Thes: birds often lay in 0ld weavers' nests (van
Someren and van Someren 1945,but of JMorel and Morel 1962,p.172),
and in a study of their nesting habits we found that the Silver-
“bill built for' itself only 2 nests out of 39 uged (Mundy and Cook
in prep.). Two birds seon allopreonlng in August,

-
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BIRD NOTES FROM THE PIAINS SOUTH OF LAKE CHAD
| WITER 1971-1972  PART 2

by
D.A . HOIMES

Clappertonts Francolin Francolinus clappertoni:
Moderately common in thorn scrub.Well-grown chiclr seen on

- 28th March,

Common Nuail Coturnix coturnixs -
Tew records of solitary birds,all before early December.

Grey-breasted Helmot Guinea-Fowl HNumida meleagris:

After seeing the abundance of this gpecies in the Waza game
regerve in N, Cameroun,we must assunme all guinea-fowl have long
since been eaten in our area, The only evidence found of wild
guinea~fowl was of one feather plOPOd up in a well-wooded area of

the northern sand ridge.

African Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Several records along the river in December,when the water was

high.

Denoiselle Crane . nthropoides v1rgo=

Common visitor to the clay pilgins,first seen on 21st Januﬂry,
thence regularly until the last few left an 4th March., They were
seen most regularly in the area between Marte and Logomani,feeding






