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BIRD NOTES FROM THE PIAINS SOUTH OF LAKE CHAD
| WITER 1971-1972  PART 2

by
D.A . HOIMES

Clappertonts Francolin Francolinus clappertoni:
Moderately common in thorn scrub.Well-grown chiclr seen on

- 28th March,

Common Nuail Coturnix coturnixs -
Tew records of solitary birds,all before early December.

Grey-breasted Helmot Guinea-Fowl HNumida meleagris:

After seeing the abundance of this gpecies in the Waza game
regerve in N, Cameroun,we must assunme all guinea-fowl have long
since been eaten in our area, The only evidence found of wild
guinea~fowl was of one feather plOPOd up in a well-wooded area of

the northern sand ridge.

African Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Several records along the river in December,when the water was

high.

Denoiselle Crane . nthropoides v1rgo=

Common visitor to the clay pilgins,first seen on 21st Januﬂry,
thence regularly until the last few left an 4th March., They were
seen most regularly in the area between Marte and Logomani,feeding
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in the harvegted sorghum fields bordering clay plain areas, Gener-
ally they would rise or be disturbed about mid-morning and slowly
drift off northwards in’the direction of the lake in leisurely,
circeling,scaring flight,calling all the time, Presumably they
would return to the fields during the night, The largest flock
seen had an estimated 650 birds,but numbers in the Marte area nay
have approached 900,

Crowned Crane Balearica pavonina: _
Commoninthe clay plains,although never seen in the Marte area,
In Januery they became concentrated in the swamps south of Logo~
nani (an estimated 200 birds),and later confined 4o very small ..
nunbers around: the Gambaru irrigation scheme, Anestimated 10,000
birds in the swamp west of the resthouse at Waza ,N,Cameroun,in
late February,shows where this species goes in the dry season.

Sudan Bustard O0tis arabs: -

Rather sparse. Perhaps o dozen sightings altogether(some
probably repeats),principelly fron wild sorghum areas of the clay
plains or the cdges of surrounding thorn scrub.

Denhem's Bustard Neotis denhami: : o
Only oneconfirmed record,of a palr in & grassy sandhills ares
near Ngala in December, : - -

Savile's Pygny Bustard Bupodotis ruficrista:
RAJH reported seeing a pair in sorghum crops near Marte on
13th Novenber, | '

Senegal Bustard Eupodotis sencgalensis: |
Common in thorn scrub arcas, Gencrally seen in pairs but occs

ionally up to 4 together, Only when we identified the call in

February did we realise how cormion they are, '

Black~bellied Bustord Fupodotis melanogaster: S
The only one seen in the projcct nrea was one male near Marte

on 13th Movember(RAJH), Another male was seen near the lake

margins in early February. . S :

Lily Trotter Actophilornis africanus: ' ) I .
Common along the river and lake marginsg,also present on sone

smaller swamps, None were seen after mid-Janvary,but few visits.

vere made to suitable areas after this time, R

Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus semirelensigs
Two records: two birds along a tree-lined gfream in the clay
pleins ‘in late October,and one along the river on 26th March,
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Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capcngis:
% or 4 seen together in dense thorn scrub on 29th October
and 1st November. .

Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus: _

Common generally early in the period at which time it is
asgociated with other species of the group,but later bedoming
confined to riverine and other wet areas,

Black~headed Plover Vanellus tectug:
The commonest of the group,and the only one generally distrib:
Euted Ehroughout tae dry season,showing no particular prefervnce
or water,

Jenegal Wattled Plover Vanellus genegallus:
A fow present among the plovers up to 7th November only.

Little Ringed Plovér =¥@ﬁ§%é##- Charadriuve dubius:
Moderately cormon especially ncar water and village wells.
Still present on 27th March,

Kittlitz! Sand-Plover .Charadrius pecuariusg:
" Moderately coamon,nost frequently seen near village wells.

Black~tailed Godwit Limoga limosa:

One on 26th October,and a party of some 30 in a small swamp -
on 23rd Novenber., An unidentified godwit seen flying north on
3rd March.

Greenshank Trings nebularia:
The commonest of t:12 group,insmall numbers in suitable habitat.
3till present on 25th March, :

Marsh uandplper; Tringa gtagnatilis:
Yossibly sonewhat overlooled. 3 identified mldeecember and
one along the river on 26th March,

Wood sandpiper Tringa g;ggeola°

Moderately co. on in sSuitable hanltat St1lL present on 27th
March, ;

Green Sandyiper Trings ochrqghug
Small nunbers preﬂont in suitable n;bltat STll present on
27th Mareh. S

Common Sandpiper .*rlnga hypoleuco '
. One or two sen along the rlver on 26%h and 27th March,

Redshank Trlngﬂ totanus s
1 record only,of at least 1 in a snall swamp near Ala on
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23rd Novenber,

Dusky Redchanlt  Tringa erythrypug: _
Smoll numbers present in geasen). swamps in latce sNovember
and December. '

Common'Snipe Gallinago mallinagco: ‘
A fow records only,but probably quite common in suiltable. .
habitat.

Iittle 8tint Celidris minubas: -
Quite comion in ouitable habitat., 8till present along the
spiver on 27th March.,

Ruff Philomachus pugnaxs

* pbundant ,especially in the Ngale arce. Fron October to Decom-
ber, dmmenge flocks were pregent in the short grass areas of the .
clay plains(ie.south of Ngala),probably some 10,000 in some flocke.
In the evenings there was a oteady strearn of small parties of Ruff
down-river,presunably to roost near the lake,returning ot dawn.,
Numbers decreased later in the Ary season,but o féew thousand were.
sti11 present around the@omberu ilrrigetion gchome,feeding espec-
ially on freshly watered fields, |

Trom December onwards there was o emoall bubt significant prop-

ortion {ca.2%) of birds apparently partly albino,with white hoeads
and white mottling on the wings. o

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus:
Common in wet areas, '

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta: ' '
1 present at snallow pools in the Ngala area fron 3rd November
to 2nd December, _ -

Egyptian Plover DPluvianug negypbiuvge -
A Tew present along the river and sceasonal streams up to the
end of November, |

Tenminelk's Courgep Curgoriug tempincliil s |
A party of 4,bhelieved to be a Lfanily party,ncar Marte on 24th
November,and a single bird on 26tk November,are the only records.

Pratincole Glareola pratincolas

Very cormon up to December,with flocks of several hundred
often associabing with Ruff on the short grass clay plajins, Fewer
pregent latterly,though in early February they are comnon around
the lake marging,and smaller numbers renained on the clay plains
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through to March, All the birds examlned had the ohestnut axlll-
ariesg of this species. . v .. . o

Grcv—hendod Gull Larug 0¢rroceph&1us“: 'I

Ono_rocord only,of j ov- 4. lonb a, seadonal stream on 26th
October

Gull~b11}ed‘Turn Sterna n¢lot¢ca,~

Sma.ll nunbers present along the river probably throuphout the
period. On 11th February I was surprised to come acro8s a party
of iO gitting on the ground,in dry and barren clay plaing near
Mar @

Whito~W1ngod Black Tern Lorna loucoptora. Lo

One of the comnonest n:rrqnbu,common at small pools or swamps
up to December,after which hecoming rarer,althouph a few remained
on the Gombaru irrigation scheme,and. several were secn near the
clake in carly Pehrunry. Whls was the only quCleS of the group we
identified, .

Chestnut-bellied Sand-Grouse Pteroclos exugtuss

Commion and only specles iddentified in the area, Presenﬁ in
small. £locks in November, lator bocom¢ng dlstrlbutcd 1nto smaller
‘parties, : L .

Speckled Pigeon Columba puines:
Common around villages,

Buropean Turtle-Nove Jtreptopelis turbtur: o

Try (1@70) on his vigit to Waza game reserve in N, Cameroun in
November 196¢ made an edtimate of 100 Turtle-Doves per. square nile
or a total o{ GO 000 within the park. Onour visit there from 22nd
~24th Pebruary,l would have thought this figure to be conservative
with big locks around all the waber holes., It is 81gnmflcqnt that
J.A, Luttov (puru,oonm,) nobiced no such flocks there in late
Janvary, sugiesting that Yoo serves more a8 a staging post than a«
w1ntcr¢nu ground., Ln-the cveningm we saw big flocks flying .off
nortlh at holght. A -

lw nide- ﬁobru"ry Lowos told of big northward evening movencnts
over ligala of birds that ¥ believe Lo be  this species. However,
VoYY fow werc secn in the west of the area (at Morte or Dikwa),
except o few small partice in March, suégostlng that the route
fron Wuﬁd nor+hwafd bowerds the Jakc is the main mlgrat¢on path.
A srnldll possoage was noted nlong the river on our last evening,
27tk Morch, These nigrating birds gonerale fly at some height in
Tlochks of 100 or mo, and their Jdontlty 19 by no means immediately
apnerent.




81

Mourning-Dove  Strepltopelia deoipieps: ' '
Common and the most generally dlstrlbutgd_of the doves, It
has a confusing variety of notes, one very similar to S.roscogriser

Vinaceous Turtle~-Dove Streptopelin vinacca: -
Abundant in thorn scrub, cspecially The better wooded yioas,
but not often seen away from such habitat,oxcept perhaps when
watering., The characteristic call of this dove is the nost monoton
ous of all the doves, the "beobter—go-home" call ubltored at -tho
rate of about one per second. -

Rosy~Groy Dove Strgpbopelin roscopmriacy : L

~+ Comnon in thorn merub allliough it waeo not wmbil Fobruary that
we were gatisfled with 1lte identification. It is o cormon visitor
to village waterholes. The call it o monotonous "ku-krrrre! the.
second gyllable rising and f£alling; not as harsh oo the' note of
S vinacea but repeated with tho same monotony,about three per
seven seconds. This digtinguishos the call from o sinilar bDut softer
note sometimes utbered by B.deciplens, which is givon nore slowly
and at irregular intervals, ™ "~ ' o

laughing Dove Streptopelisn senegalensis: | '
Common in thorn scrub,with o distinctive eall. On 25th March

a negt had one egg and one newly hatched chicl, The tiny nest was

built of dry grass, about three feet from the around in a Low bush,

Namaqua " Cena copensig:

Very common in thorn gcrub,

Black-billed Wood-Dove Turtur shyvssinicus:

. NMuite common in the better~wooded riverine arcas, In late
March one turned up in the bare scrub of our Ala comp,and this at
least was the blacl-billed form,hut I cammot be sure of the others.

(Yellow-bellied Fruit-Pigeon Treron waalia: |
Yeen in Waza,N,Cameroun, ITE preserice in our ares is attested
to by some caged birds seen ot Gambaru agricultural show).

Liong-tailed Parakect Dlsittaculs Lrameri:
small numbers proscent along the river and better wooded areas
along the northern sand ridge, L

Grey PlantainmEater Crinifer piscator:
Parties of up to & bIirds occasionally scon slong the river.

Great Spotted Cuckoo Glamator glandariug:

sparse,with four rocords only,nll of single birds by the river
or in thorn scrub. On 1561 December,a full-grown immatwro was boing
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fed by Glossy Starlings,

Didric Cnckodo Chrysococeyx capriusg:’ o S :
Sparse, with three records only,October to December. The call

was heard in October, On 23xrd October an immature was seen heing
fed by we:.vers., ‘ . ‘ : o

Senegal Coucal (Centropus s'ene%alensis: |
Common in damp thickets,but also seen quite frequently in
thorn scrub far from water, - o S

Barn Owl Tyto albas

The common owl of the area, heard most nights, probably
living in both trees and buildings., Never seen hunting by  day.
Buropean and African text-books are misleading on the call which
bo my mind is never the wild shriek gquoted, Rather it is a: sort of
"shrilling" note,cften quite low and soft (except when perched on
one's tent in the night!). Deing so long since I have heard Barn
Jwls in the U.K.,it was not uwntil February that we identified thir
2ird. I then assumed the call of the African bird was different
(less of a shriek) to that of the European bird,so it is interest-
ing to add that I heard a very similar call) on ny second night
sack in U.K. - S : I ‘ o

vhite~faced Owl QOtus leucotis: : S ‘ .
- Oné (sometines more) turned up at our Ala camp af the end of
february ,and was then secen or heard on most nights. The call is
Low and soft,generally a "who whooo!l the second note rising and
Zalling, and rather dove-=like,but there were variants,one a sort
»f gtuttering "who-oco-oo=-o0l .. . S | e

3potted Bagle-0wl DBubo africanuss ‘ : S
A pair present in a wooded grove beside the riwver,seen in
Tovember and January.

song-tailed Nightjar Caprimileus climacurus: . |

Common along the river and %0 a lesser extent in thorn scrub.
his is the only rightjar we identified,although small,pale night-
lars were conmon along a jeep~traclt in mid-November., The churring
song 18 rather sinilar to that of the European NWightjar Caprimnulgus
muropaeeug . only quieter and lacking the pitch altermbions,

dttle African Swift Apus affinis: : | 5 _
- Common in tovnes and villages (not closely examined for -
dentification), | -

ilue-naped Mousebird Colius macrourus: - - .
" - --Common in thorn scrub,alimost always in small parties of up tc
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a dozen birdg,

Pied Kingfigher eryle rudig:
Cormon along the rlver and lake shore

Malachlte Eingfisher Alcedo cristats: -
Common slong the river (and small pools before they drled up;

Senegal Tingfisher Halcyon 9enobglen313°
Two confirmed records only,inlate October,in Wet scrub areas.
Possibly it moves out of the area during the dry Season.,

Striped I 1ngflshe- ’Halcvon chelicuti: ‘

Common in bestér wooded areas of thern scrub,and near the
river, Readily overlooked,ntil the distinctive call of "tea-cher
teaucher” (the se« :ond syllable trilled) is known.

Greyuheaded _1nﬁf sher alcvon levcocephala:
Fairly common,October to mid-Decemier only,chlefly along the
river but also at other wet gites, .

Blue-choeLed See—u%tcr heroau superciliosus persicus:
Recorded onl;: betwecn 17oh December and 19th February,when |
very smgall nunberJ seen commonly,almost daily in February,invar-
iably flying slowiy in a northerly direction. Indeed only once
was one seen to purch, It is unlikely that I should have over-~
looked this bird «t other tines,being familiar with it in othor
countries,egpecialily its distinetive call note,

Little Green Bee-vater Merops orientalis: '

Only once encountered within the project area (late November
RAJTH), probably owing to its preference for well-wooded areas (for
example in and nesr Maiduguri). |

Carmine Bee-eater MNerops nubicus:
Comhion genernlly but becoming more local as the dry season
develops,especially favourlngwetter localities,

White-throated Bec-eater horows albicollis:
Several peescnt in October last record 18t November,

Least Bee-eator Merops pusillus:

Common along the river and lake shores, alSO encountered in d:y
areas, A small paxty took up residence at our dry camp site at
Ala in mid-IMarch.

Red-throated Dee-cater Merops bullockis o
A small colony dlsccvered along The rlver in mld-December,‘_
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but not seen subsecuently.

'Aby851nldn Roller Gora01q5 abyssinica: "
- Very common in thorn Scrub the only roller 1dent1fled. :

Hoopoe Upupa epops:
Common ,hot muﬁmspecnflcally 1dent1fled

Fakelaar choeniculug DULLJTCHS°
Common -in pqrtieu of up to o dozen, often nOLuy.

Lesscr WOodMHoopoo Phoonlculug aﬁorrlnuS“

Some half dozen records,gencraliy in pairvs but once a small
- party. The call was héard occasionally,a. "weeo" nete repeated
generally three times,a low and soft note that I first mistool for
a d:stant raptor, It ulso utttered a "lkuk kuk kuk" in fllght. '

- Grey Hornblll Toclkus nadubuﬂ°
' Very common, | ot ag gregarious as the next sgpecies,

- Red~beaked Hornbill “Tockus’ ervthrorhvnchu8°-

. FProbably greater numbers than the previous spoc1es but has a
glight proieronce for better wooded and riverine greas, Usually in
looge parties. One bird seen in December W1th a grossly long wnd
downcurved bill, = L ,

« Ty

(Ground Hornbill Buoorvus why981nlcu8°
L The only rooord ig of two in hilly country'near Mokolw J
Camoroun). . . ,

'Wegt African Barbet Lybiua,vioillot;ic
| A common bird oflwoodod crub areas,

Yollow-frontcd Tinker-Bird " Fogonivlusg chryuoconu8°
. Common,in betbor woodod ereas then the prev1ou species.,

Yellow—brca&ted Barbot Trﬁchyphonus m%rparltatud°'q :
, Heard or seen qulte onJonly 1in wooded areas and scrub up to _
mid-December, aftcr whloh abaonb (unless gilent and hence overlooked)

liGrey Woodpeckor ﬂe jopicos focrtae:
. Common in all varlety of wooded habitats andthe only voodww;
pochor 1duntlf10d. o o . Y -

o be continued ,.....,
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