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BIRD NOTES FROM REFUBLINU. du TOGO

by
Tetto, Robinson

. Renging over ¢ period of onc yerr,regulsr obscrvrisions in the
logoon crer of Lome comnenced in October 1970,onu month after arriving
in Togo,ond continued ence and often twice cnd thrice weekly until
218t Sentember 1971 with the exception of June whon no visits to tho
cren weore node ond only once visit recorded in August, A sojourn in
U. . between September 1971 rnd Jonucry 1972 intervened, Since wrtche
ing resuncd,severnl spocics not previously rcecorded hiwve beon odded
to the list ~nd arec ottrched, ,

A deseription of the hnabitabt of the orer will be included in some
notes on o roost of Pied Kingfisher Ceoryle rudig currently in
preparation, ' : : .

Lome (06 O7'W,,01 13'E),dxporionces the dry co~stel snvennn type
clinnte nnd conditiong of the scrub nd prrsslonds which extend cnsb-
wards from Accrn, dnnunl rainfrll nvernges 29 inches, DBaobabo
Andagonio digita occur with freduency and extond inl-nd nlmost to
Palime, 121 Im I'.W.of Lone whera,ncor to the mountring, the environment
becones Fountorinl with rn ~nnunl approxinste rainfell of 59 inches,

Nomenclature follows Vhite ¢L,M,N,(1960-65) A Revised Choeklisth
of Africon Birds. L
Long~tniled Shng: Phalhg;ocoraxkggggggnus:30/3 onc hird.
Pelicen thought to be Pelecrnus rufescens:13/11 one bird,

Grey Heron Ardea cinerepn: First recording of this spooies made on an
evening visit to logoonm on 20th Moy, One bird, On 28h My, two birds

present,

Africon Great White Heron Bgrebin alba:Observed 19/11,22/1, 9/2
11/3, 17/3, 25/3, 13/4, 22/8, 2075, 26/5. On antes following 11/3
all birds were seen ¢ have yellow bills,

Little Berot Qggéﬁth gorzgotln, gorzottas13/11, 19/11, 23/11, 17/12
22/1, 1572, 6/3, 1175, T1/5, B35, 1570, 10/4, 5/4, 1576, §/20

West Africon Reef Heron Barotto garzetto puloris: 19/4, 22/4,13/5.

?;3&000 Léron Ardeoln ralloides: 28/11, 1/12, 17/12, 22/1, 9/2, 13/2,
3

/3,113,257 3, 30/3, 13/45-19/4, 22/4, 30/4, 14/5, 15/5, 20/5
) ’ ’ ? y / ks 4 !
2@/5, 31/7, 7/9, 21/9, A Heron of%en seén in %lockw,of upfto foéty
plrds Llying up nnd down gtreom ot sundown,the sgtrongest movement

18 enstwards, Frogent throughout the yenr,
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African Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus: 12/10, 22/4, +the
bird on the last date was . extTicated from a Tish trap. It was lamed
cbut was able to fly and swim to a small islet in the lagoon. Further
obpervations:15/5, 28/5 a pair,3/7, 7/9, 21/9. : -~ :

Red-necked Little Bittorn Ixobrychus minutus: 13/%, 6/7, 19/7,"
22/7, 23/7, 31/1. ) /., [Ty

African Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii: 30/3, 19/4, 22/4, |

White-faced Duck Dendrocyensa vidustas 22/4 eleven birds counted.
Seen only with absolutd certainty on this one date, |

Black-shouldered Xite E_lanué caeruleus: 3’/'7.

Black Kite Milvus migrang: Present throughout the dry season,

African Crake Crex egregin: In April a captive bird seen,

Black Craké Limiocorat flavirestra: 23/11, 28/11, 1/12, 11/12,
22/1, 25/3, 1374, 1974, 2370,80/4, 13/5, 14/5, 20/5, 28/5,3/1,
22/7, 7/9, Seen to be nest building in March. |

Purple Gallinule Porphyric porphyric:23/11 only one posi’ciﬁre sight
~ing although this gpecies was thought to be glimpsed quite freq-
uently passing through the long reed grasses of the sudd, o

Lesser Gallinule ' Popphyrio alleni: 20/5

African Mogphen Gallinwle chloropus: 13/4, 19/4, 30/4, 13/5, 15/5,
20/5%, 3/7. 6/7, 19/7. : |

Tesger Moorhen @Gallinula sngulata: 20/5, 28/5,

Lily Trotter Actophilornis africam~,=23/ﬂ, 28/11, 1/12, 17/12,
_‘G%“z -

22/1, 13/2, 9/2, 6/%3, 11/3, 11/3, 2573, 30/3, t3/4, 19/4, 22/4 :
39/4, 1;/51 14/5, 15/5, 20/5, 28/5, 371, 6/7, 190/7,22/%, 23/1, 31/7,
7/9, 21/9. |

R‘iriged ‘Plolver"f Charedrius hiaticulas 21/10, 28/10, 4/11, 9/11,19711,
23/11, 28/11, 1712,17/12, 23/1, 9/2, 1372, 6/3, 11/5, 11/5, 25/3,
30/3,13/4, 19/4, 22/4, 30/4, 13/5, 14/5, 15/5, 20/5, 28/5,"

" Black~winged Stilt’ Himantopus himsntopus: 12/10, 21/10, 28/10, 4/11,
a/11, 13/181, 19/11, 23711, 28/11,°1/12,722/1, 9/2, 13/2, 6/3, 11/3,
17/3, 25/3, 30/3, 13/4,:19/4, 22/4, 13/5, 14/5, 15/5, 20/5, 28/5,
7/9, two birds seen on lagt date, Between November and May numbers
of birds present in the ares at all times, 15/5 records twenty-four




birds after which the numbers declined further. 21/9 a fow birds,

Little Stint Calidris minuta: 23/11, 28/11, 1/12, 17/12, 22/1, 9/2
1502, 6/3, /3 T3 5675, 30/3, 15/4, 19/4,00 the last date. the
birds were seen to he gathering in small,flocks;22/4 a fow birds,
%0/4 o féw birds,13/5, 14/5,on the last two dates the few Dirdd -
gtill to be seen were observed to be assuming summer plumage;l15/5
between twenty~five to thirty birds pmoaent;20/5,,28/5 a few birds
noted on the lagt two dates, . = ' L ' C C

Terck Sandpiper Tringa Merel: 21/10,0ne bird,4/11 dno bird,9/11 one
bird,19/3 one bird, 25/3 onc bird,30/% one hird,13/5Cive birde21/9
one bird, o ‘ . ' |

Common gSandpiper’ Tringe hypoleucos:s 12/10,4/11, 9/11, 13/TJ, 23/1L
112, 11/3, 13/4, TG74,721/0, ot a plentiful specics at’ the lagdon
Seen occgsionqlly on?thelbeach. _ - ,

Wogd Bandpiper Tringa glarcola: Sanﬁdper most commonly scen at the

+ . lagoon, 12710 21770, 28710, 4771, 9/11, 13/11,.19/11, 23/11, 28/11,

AR T2, 22/, of2,015/25 6/3, - 11/35 11/3, 2573, 30/3; '13/4,

~19/4, 2274, 30/4, 13/5,°14/5; one bird only was recorded on the: last
- date,15/5 four birds seen,7/¢ a Ffew birds,21/9 a few birds.,

- Common. Redshenk Trings totanuss ¢/11, -13/11, 16/11, 23/11, 28741,

~on the lost three dates numbers of birdsd in parties were to Lo seen,

/12, 172, o few single birds sewn,6/%, 11/3,on the last two datos
the birds werse. gathoridg' in- groups of approximately twelve17/3: "
~upward of fifty birds in o group with o few lone birds here ~nd
th@r%;13/3“oﬁe~bird,recofded onn the last date25/% two: birde;s0/3
one. bird, ' L . I S

Grecenshans @ringa?édbu%gﬁggé 21/10, 268/10, 4/11, 9/11, 23/, 25/14

1/12, 6/3, 1173, 17/%3, 25/, 19/4, .22/4, 7)9. A specics which wes

- hnot present in numbers,sixz or scven birds ¥eing the most obscrved

| omatvigit and more often two or three, R .
Marsh Ssndpiper Trings stagnebiliss 21/10, 28/10, 4/11, 9/11,

C 23/, 28/, A AETTTTZ, 22/, gfé,.13/2,f6/3, 1{/3, 1%/3,_25/3;1

- 30/3, 19/4, 30/4,0nc bird scen on the last dato313/5 two birds,14/5

) ‘pno.bipd;EG/E onc bird. .o T S

. Common Terp - Storna hirundo: 12/10, 28/10, .23/1%, In October 1570 a
. Common Tern was rocoverced from the beach at Lome: with a ring bear-

+* dng -the number A,359797,Museum Zoology,Hl I, Pinland. Details were

aent o' the Muscun by H.E.,the Hritish Ambassador residont in Togo
‘aﬁ-thai‘time;'On*recqrd algo ig.a chick ringed in Northumborland in
1963 amd recovered in Lome on 2/12/67. Lo | - -
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Rosouto Torn  Sturng dougelliis Birds ringed os chicl:s of this spccies
were rocoveorcd ot Lome on five dutes known to me botwcon 1967:and: 1969
by H.E.,the British Aubasscdor. 411 the birds had boon ringed in

Trelond,. ' , Lo : SR

Common Noddy Anous stolidug: 25/1/71, This bird was found at tho
wotorts cdgoe on the beach at Lonme. It was injured and uwnable to fly.
and wos subscquontly sont to me by the British Embassy but was dead
when it arrivoed. The bird wos in moult, 1t had a bro’cn right wing
and wns very thin, ' . : , f

Sonogal Dove Biropbopelic scncmalonsis:d frequent speeics ceverywhere

P TN S ey

Long-tailed Porraloct Psittaculs bwrpareas: 19/11 o number of birds -
obscerved in Tlight over the logoon travelling from south to novth,

Guineca VWood-Hoopoo Thoonienlus purpurous: 11/3 four birds in fl;ghﬁq,

Tled Kingfisher Coeibyle ridise 12/10, 21/10, 28/10, 4/11, 9/11, 13/11,
19/11, 23/11, 20/77, 1772, 17/12, 22/1, 9/2, 6/3, 11/3, {7/3, 25/3
30/3, 19/4, 22/4, 30/, 13/5," 14/5, 20/5, 28/5, 3/1, 6/7, 19/7,
23/, 31/7, 22/8, 7/9, 21/9, 4 commmal roost and what appcars to

bo o nest site of this species oceurs in the fnee of thoe gandstonc -
egecarpment which backs the lagoon, An attempt to put on record an
account of the activitics of these Mingfishers ot the roost site is
being nndo, o ‘ ' -

Malaohito fringfisher  Alcedo @ristata?: 28/10,23/11, 11/3, 17/3, 25/%,
13/4, 19/4, 22/4, 13/5,73/7,731/7. _ _ ' N

Yollow Wagbail Hotocilla £lova: 21/10 one bird,4/11 one bird,23/11
onc bird,28/11 onc bhird,1/12 two or thrce birds,6/% onc bird,17/3
onc bird,

Yellow-throatod Long-Claw  Maeronyx croccus: 13/11, 19/11, 23/11, '~
17/12, 9/2, 11/3, 25/3, 30/3,_[3;%, V378, 15/5, 3/, 19/7:31/7, 21/9.

Cisticolas prosent. in the arcea consistently anongst thc scdge and’
coorsc grasscs. The speceific nancsg of the birds obsorved have not
boen cetoblishod, -

West Africon Fisenl Shiike  Taniug collorig: 19/41, 22/1, 9/2,
13/2, 13/4, 30/4, 14/5, 6/7, 23/T, 3177, |

Woodchnt Iondius genotbor: 6/7 o eingle bird,

Long~tailed Shric (orvinclla corvinn:22/1 six birds in £light.
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Coppor Susbird INocharinia oupren: 6/T.

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus: Prosent in the arca all year, -

Orengo Dishop Euplegtos orixs 6/7, 19/7, 23/17.

Bronzc Mennilzin Ionchure cucullata: Dates not rocorded butb scen
froequently. o | |

- r
oy

[

Addlblontl gpecics obﬂorvm d din. 1972.
f
Purple Horon Ardes purpures: Plv it alghting of this gpeceles ot the
lagoon, One bird observed on - dotes UJvcmn 08/1 19/2,

African Hobhy Palco cuviorls 8/1 mv Lirot ?ocordinc of this apeciles
albhough orobwblv often in the area . P

Ruff Philonwchus‘pupQQX° 7/2 two h:rds prescnt, First pomltiﬁu
récopding of thls gpecles althovgh 1% WS thought to- hﬂvn beon seon
lasgt. year., C $ .

B TN

‘wTerek Sandpiber Trings, terekgh19/2 threc birds 25/2 one bird,
.Includéd a8 no record of thi" speeles in Februrry 1971,

' . \

Dldrlc Ouckoo CLKYJOCOCOYA oaprlvb" 19/2., An often heard specics but
owing te.'possible cnll confusion with Chrysococeyx klans I did not
include lt‘;ﬂ the 1971 list. S

; Scon 11/1 althoush probably

’ Sonognl boucql CLntropus sonegalengsis o
a morc fruguent speeice in thoe arceo then my records show,

White~t hrﬂ”tOd Bee-Bater DlNerops albicolligs 19/2 two blrdi. boL
~obsecrved in the lagoon arca proviously  although prosent in sonc
. nunmbers during the dry scason about 10k north of Lomc, '

‘Striped Grass-Werblor Cisticola qgtalcnu g4 19/2,prdbably'moro
freovent thon my rcoords show. '

_;Gro@t Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinoccus: 19/2.

Mosque Swallow: leun(o fr1qgf1;m£;“‘ o5 /2,

-u.r tl'l-u\. e v g

Brown~crowned Tehag ra Tohmﬁra ﬂuubfnlns 11/2 o pwmr ohgerved.
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